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—Henry Hancock, Dean, St. Mark’s Cathedral,
Minneapolis, MN

The Importance of Character Education

In recent years there has been a return to “character education”—discus-
sions of values and appropriate behavior—in our nation’s classrooms. This
trend stems from many publicized incidents of serious violence. The question of
who would take responsibility for the changing character of our society turned
public attention toward the issue of building desirable traits in citizens—traits
that would help youngsters develop as responsible citizens. Many school dis-
tricts and institutions created a list of desired traits, each with their own termi-
nology and definition. This has resulted in a confusing situation at best. Do we
wish to build persistence or perseverance? Or are the two traits really so similar
that distinguishing them is virtually impossible?
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—James A. Michener

Are we talking about integrity or honoring justice? Where does honesty fit
in? How is developing problem-solving skills different from developing think-
ing skills? Or is it creativity? Can we consider the pursuit of happiness a charac-
ter trait? Or is the pursuit of happiness an outgrowth of the trait of having a
positive attitude? Do we want to instill a sense of teamwork or cooperation
skills? How is exhibiting friendship different from showing loyalty?

Widely distributed lists specify numerous desired traits, many of which
overlap or are even synonymous. But one thing is clear: Character education has
become a national priority in our schools and with the general public.
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Department of Education Initiatives

Many state boards and departments of education in the United States ad-
dress the need for character education. Currently, seventeen states address char-
acter education through legislation. Nearly half a dozen others are now pursuing
legislation regarding character education. Ten states legally mandate character
education—Alabama, Arkansas, California, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Nebraska,
Tennessee, Utah, and Virginia. Seven more states encourage character educa-
tion through legislation—Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma,
Oregon, Washington, and West Virginia. In support of these initiatives, the
United States Department of Education provides seed money for character edu-
cation through its Partnerships in Character Education Pilot Project. Since 1995,
a total of thirty-six states and the District of Columbia have received a combined
total of approximately $27.5 million through the grants. Utah was one of the first
states funded under the U.S. Department of Education’s Character Education
Partnership Grants. Other state grant recipients include Alaska, California, Col-
orado, Connecticut, the District of Columbia, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico,
New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsyl-
vania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, Washington, and
Wisconsin.

Other federal programs augment the launching and maintenance of local
initiatives such as the Twenty-First Century Community Learning Centers, Safe
and Drug Free Schools, Teacher Quality Enhancement Grants to States and
Partnerships, and America Reads. The commitment of the government toward
character education is evident. Character education is indeed a high priority.

������	��������	���
—Booker T. Washington

Highly Effective People

Meanwhile private initiatives and programs that complement the govern-
ment’s support are also being developed across the United States. Stephen
Covey, author of The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People: Restoring the Char-
acter Ethic (Fireside, 1990), has established the Covey Leadership Center,
where he regularly extols the value of the seven habits.

Since his book was released, it has sold more than 12 million copies. In
1996, Time magazine called him one of America’s twenty-five most influential
people. He went on to cofound Franklin Covey, an industry leader in time
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management resources and programs. In the late 1990s Covey’s influence
moved from the world of business into schools that were seeking to move to-
ward a character-building program. Although his 360-page book addresses an
adult audience, the principles apply to people of all ages.

A useful summary of these habits is as follows:

Habit 1: Be proactive.
Take initiative to face challenges and achieve goals.

Habit 2: Begin with an end in mind.
Build consensus in determining a shared goal.

Habit 3: Put first things first.
Prioritize through well-developed thinking skills.

Habit 4: Think win/win.
Creatively problem solve; seek solutions and procedures that are
mutually beneficial.

Habit 5: Seek first to understand.
Promote understanding of problems as a precursor to successful
problem solving.

Habit 6: Synergize.
Bring together the cooperation of a diverse group.

Habit 7: Sharpen the saw.
Promote continuous improvement.

Once Covey’s book is read it will be apparent how his list of habits fits with
other lists of character traits. Habit 1 relates to having initiative. Habit 2 can be
equated with having the ability to set goals and to begin working toward them,
and so on.
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—John Wooden
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Character Counts

Character Counts is another organization promoting character education.
According to the organization’s national Web site at <http://www.charactercounts
.org>, Character Counts is “a nonpartisan, nonsectarian coalition of schools,
communities and nonprofit organizations working to advance character educa-
tion by teaching the Six Pillars of Character: trustworthiness, respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, caring and citizenship.”

Other Initiatives

Character Counts is just one program focused on building character.
Schools might use that program or develop their own. Westside Elementary in
Cedartown, Georgia, began teaching thirty character qualities during the
1999–2000 school year. According to their Web site at <http://polk.ga.net
/Westside/Charactered.html>, “Polk School District believes that Character
Education is a continuous process of positive development.” The curriculum at
Westside complements the Georgia Department of Education’s guidelines for
values education. Georgia is one of the states mandating character education.
Susan Brown, who designed the Web page, is now at Cedar Hill Middle School,
where she continues as the school’s “listmom.” She has posted twenty or more
titles and authors of books that focus on each of the traits included in their char-
acter education program. She adds new titles and updates the list periodically.
Westside’s site includes both novels and picture books.

The character traits included in their list are as follows:

Cheerfulness Joyfulness

Citizenship Kindness

Cleanliness Loyalty

Compassion Patience

Cooperation Perseverance

Courage Punctuality

Courtesy Respect

Creativity Respect for the Environment

Dependability Responsibility

Diligence School Pride

Fairness Self-Control

Generosity Sportsmanship

Helpfulness Tolerance

Honesty

The Partnerships in Character Education Pilot Project was authorized
under Title X, Part A, Section 10103 of the Improving America’s Schools Act
(P.L. 103-382). Access to information about this act can be located on the Web
at <http://www.ed.gov/legislation/ESEA/>.
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Another initiative, the Character Education Partnership, maintains a Web
site at <http://www.character.org/schools/>, where information about the Na-
tional Schools of Character Awards Program is shared. Links to character
award-winning schools provide many examples of activities and programs that
promote and encourage behavior exhibiting the specified traits.

Throughout the state of Texas the Texans Building Character program is
evident. They have recently established an annual Texans Building Character
Week. This week gives schools, organizations, and many institutions the oppor-
tunity to focus on the importance of infusing character and moral values into
everyday activities, and it offers a showcase of character education efforts
within the state.
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—Earl Warren, Chief Justice,
U.S. Supreme Court

More information about these programs and others is available on the
Internet. To learn more, check out these sites:

Character Counts! National Homepage
http://www.charactercounts.org/

Character Education Partnership
http://www.character.org/

Education World Lesson Planning: Ten Activities to Improve Students’
Self-Concepts

http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/lesson085.shtml

Good Ideas to Help Young People Develop Good Character
http://www.charactercounts.org/ideas/ideatoc.htm

MY HERO—Features
http://www.myhero.com/

Teachers.Net Lesson Exchange—Lesson Plans—Character Education
http://www.teachers.net/lessons/search.html
(NOTE: Type in “character education.”)

Texans Building Character
http://fcs.tamu.edu/tbc/
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Implementation on a Local Level

Even local politicians have gotten on the character education bandwagon.
In one instance Bart Peterson, mayor of Indianapolis, Indiana, ran a campaign
on the basis of reestablishing character education in the schools. He actively
promoted a comprehensive character education initiative. At Brook Park, an In-
dianapolis school, teachers offer lessons that emphasize the character traits at
the beginning or end of the day. Through these lessons it is believed that stu-
dents can also build a sense of belonging and teamwork. Community circle dis-
cussions give students the opportunity to examine a trait and its impact.
Educators often use books and other literature to stimulate the discussion.
Hands-on activities help students internalize the traits. For example, some stu-
dents have developed PowerPoint presentations that focus on each of the ten life
skills. Others have created beaded bracelets with specific traits embedded in the
design. Wax museum figures or large cardboard cutout figures featuring famous
role models emphasize those who exhibit desired traits.

In another community—Pooler, Georgia, outside of Savannah—the
Mighty Eighth Air Force Heritage Museum commemorates the sacrifices of
U.S. airmen from World War II to today. Many of their exhibits highlight character-
building traits and support Georgia’s character curriculum. The story of a Ger-
man flier who escorted a damaged B-17 pilot out of enemy airspace exemplifies
the trait of compassion or caring, and the story of supply drops to starving Dutch
citizens brings generosity into the picture. Many schools have made field trips to
the museum. When educational budgets were cut and regional schools were
forced to eliminate funds for field trips, corporate sponsors stepped forward to
help pay the costs of these trips. More than 10,000 students visit the museum
each year.

Character Education at Home

Many of the organizations that promote character education contend that it
is not just a job for schools or civic organizations—successful character educa-
tion initiatives must also be supported in the family.

The Community Action Network in Fort Dodge, Iowa, supports Character
Counts and provides a supportive Web site for families at <http://www.fortdodge
.org/charactercounts/guide.htm>. The page includes definitions and quotes for
each of six traits: caring, citizenship, fairness, respect, responsibility, and trust-
worthiness. In addition, the page offers suggestions for actions that one might
take to develop these traits, suggestions for parents, and a short list of books that
focus on the trait.

Character Counts maintains that the information parents give their children
about character does matter and that enforcing good behavior and providing log-
ical and natural consequences for bad behavior make a difference. The organi-
zation cautions parents to advocate for and enforce the exhibition of good
character and stresses the importance of proper conduct. As the most influential
models of good character for their children, parents must hold themselves to the
highest standards, and when and if parents slip in terms of that modeling, they
should offer a sincere apology and resolve to do better.
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—Martin Luther King Jr.

Implications for Today’s Classrooms

Character education, a popular topic in the early 1900s, gradually lost favor
as the 1960s came into view. The mid-1980s found renewed interest in character
education about the time that P.L. 103-382 was passed. In subsequent years,
school tragedies and growing social problems have underscored the need for
character education. Educators today cannot ignore or turn away from the push
toward character education. Rather, we must find ways to infuse our curricula
with character building. Today we are being encouraged to incorporate charac-
ter discussions into our curricula. Children’s literature provides us with conve-
nient and effective tools for instigating discussions about specific and desirable
character traits.

Books and Character Education in the Classroom

The purpose of this book is to help you get started with character education.
It is designed to help educators and parents initiate discussions and learning
about the importance of character and values. Its methodology is simple. First,
the book provides a quick reference to educators and parents looking for books
they can use in discussions regarding character traits they want to help young
citizens to develop. Discussion notes and activity suggestions help build reader
awareness of character issues. A secondary goal is to encourage the users of this
book to identify character traits within their favorite books—books that they
might use to support character education.

Many of the books cited here are picture books, but sprinkled throughout
are novels, biographies, and chapters within books. In most instances, the pic-
ture books are appropriate, short read-aloud titles for the community circle and
appeal to most grade/age levels. The longer books can be read a few pages at a
time over a period of days. In most cases the longer books are more appropriate
for the older elementary student. Discussions about the characters in the book
may be ongoing. Although the selections were made with the kindergarten-
through-fifth-grade child in mind, educators and others working with a
slightly older audience will be able to adapt and apply many of the suggestions
in this book.

In selecting the books, I first sought to find good stories, currently in print
or widely available in library collections, that exemplify specific character
traits. Some of the most difficult to locate were books on humor. Yes, there are
many humorous books, but few dealing with humor as a trait. However, I have
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identified a novel and a couple of picture books that will help get you started.
This book is, after all, about getting started with a focus on each of the traits in
turn. Once you begin to share these books with the children you work with, you
will soon become aware of other books available to you in your school and pub-
lic libraries that fit some aspect of character education. Start a notebook; keep a
list of the books you find, and along with this book you should be able to begin to
build a resource to use each day of the year.

In this introduction I have given some general comments about the empha-
sis on character programs and curriculum mandates throughout the United
States. Seventeen chapters follow, each focusing on a specific trait. In those
chapters you will find lists of core titles and collaborative reading titles. The
core titles are accompanied by activities and discussion/activity notes that might
stimulate the development of similar discussions/activities to accompany the
“Quick Picks” listed at the end of each chapter or to titles you select. Indeed, al-
most any book of literature can be used in discussions of character traits. (You’ll
find a brief discussion of that issue in the afterword of this book.) To augment
the selections in this book, I have also included Internet addresses for various
organizations and school districts that provide lists focusing on character traits.

Supporting Character Education in the Classroom

If instilling character education into your curriculum is a priority, you
may wish to keep that goal in mind every time you read or discuss a book with
children. During one school year, our principal challenged the staff to do
something about our students’ lack of geographical knowledge. That particu-
lar year I was the library media specialist in an elementary school of more than
500 students. Each time I read or discussed a book that year, I used a map or
globe to locate the setting or some geographical location relevant to the story.
The students and I located the place where the author or illustrator resided and
discussed where that location was in relation to our city. In just a few short
months even our youngest students began commenting on locations and places
from books. They found Iceland on the globe when they read Elfwyn’s Saga by
David Wisniewski (Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1990), and they followed the
ducks’ journey from the middle of the Pacific Ocean to the Alaskan coast in
Ducky by Eve Bunting (Clarion, 1998). After reading When I Was Young in the
Mountains by Cynthia Rylant (E. P. Dutton, 1982), they were eager to locate
the Appalachian Mountains, and we discussed the southwestern setting of
books such as Gerald McDermott’s Arrow to the Sun (Viking Press, 1974) and
The Goat in My Rug by Geraldine by Charles L. Blood (Aladdin, 1990). Be-
fore the year ended, our students had developed a good basic understanding of
geographical locations. This simple but effective effort can, I believe, be trans-
ferred to any other initiative, including a focus on character traits. For every
book or story read aloud, simply mention a character trait. It is recommended
that the focus be on the presence of positive traits but might include a discus-
sion of the lack of a particular trait in a character.

Take, for example, Paul Galdone’s The Gingerbread Boy (Clarion, 1983).
At the point that the fox deceives the gingerbread boy and tricks him into getting
on the fox’s nose, comment briefly on the fox’s lack of integrity. Many success-
ful books contain an element of humor—the characters that acknowledge those
humorous situations most certainly have a sense of humor. At times the humor
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helps the character deal with a situation. Be sure to mention those occurrences.
Many characters set goals and work toward them. A character’s amount of per-
severance or lack of it could always be a point for discussion. Almost any book
can be used in discussions of character traits. So take a look at the books in the
following chapters, get started, and then begin to focus each day, if only for a
moment, on positive traits found in characters in literature. Good citizens can be
found every day in good books of literature.

A great deal has been written about the need for educators to immerse
themselves in the same values they wish to instill in their students. The school
culture should be one of caring and respect and be in all ways a model for the
type of behavior we expect students to develop. I do not attempt to duplicate
those discussions here, nor do I attempt to convince any educator that she or he
should be involved in character education initiatives. Although I believe that
character education must and should be a part of every classroom, every school,
and certainly every home, convincing others of the value of character education
is not the purpose of this book. The resources in this book are presented for those
who are already striving to implement activities in their classrooms or homes to
support the character education goals in which they are already involved. Those
involved either in developing or implementing a curriculum will find the books
and resources here to be helpful in establishing and developing a literature con-
nection to character education.

Those classrooms already immersed in a literature-rich curriculum will
find using literature as a component in their own character-building curriculum
to be simply an extension of their current practices. Those who have not been as
focused on reading aloud to classes each day will find that using literature as a
character-building activity will have the dual benefit of stimulating discussions
of character traits and infusing literature throughout the curriculum.

For example, during a fifth-grade unit on the Civil War, a reading of Patri-
cia Polacco’s Pink and Say (Philomel Books, 1994) or a reading of Polacco’s
The Butterfly (Philomel Books, 2000) during a unit on World War II will com-
plement the social studies unit, but the books can also be revisited during a com-
munity circle session when one wishes to discuss friendship or loyalty.

Community Circles for Building Character

A simple but focused emphasis on character building can be implemented
by allocating fifteen to twenty minutes at the beginning of each day for a “com-
munity circle.” During this time, each child in the circle is acknowledged and
allowed to put her or his voice into the room. Sometimes the circle will serve
simply as a place to share an important event in the lives of those attending, such
as the birth of a sibling, a birthday, and so on. The bulk of the time will, however,
be reserved for sharing a focus on a specific character trait.

Reading a particular book can help the group focus on the trait they are dis-
cussing. If the book also has curriculum implications, it might be best if it has
been read previously during that subject time. Then it can be brought back dur-
ing the community circle time for a rereading with a focus on the traits that the
characters in the book exhibit. If the book is chosen only for the character trait
evident in the book, the first reading is appropriate for the community circle

Introduction xxi



time. In either case, the community circle provides a time for a book to be read
and reread and for the trait to be discussed. As the specific trait and the manner
in which the characters in the book exhibit that trait are discussed, students can
begin to make connections with their own behavior and find opportunities to
display or develop that particular trait. For example, in Pink and Say, the two
characters Pinkus and Say make the ultimate sacrifices for the sake of their
friendship. They exhibit this quality in several ways throughout the story. Even
though today’s children will most likely not be called upon to make those types
of sacrifices, Pinkus and Say’s behaviors can suggest ways in which the stu-
dents might show their friendship to others regardless of how similar to or
different from those others they are. You can identify a list of positive behaviors
that students could implement immediately. This list might include helping one
another to understand and conquer a problem (just as Pinkus was willing to
teach Say how to read) or offering to share what one has with someone who does
not have enough to eat or wear, and so on. The actions of the characters in the
story suggest ways in which others may modify their conduct and exhibit posi-
tive character traits. The focus should always remain on what the young person
can do—not on what others can do. And actions they suggest should be within
their ability to carry out.

Collective biographies are often used to inspire or model behavior for
young readers to emulate. One such collection is 50 American Heroes Every Kid
Should Meet by Dennis Denenberg and Lorraine Roscoe (Millbrook, 2001).
This book contains fifty short biographical entries focusing on people who lived
early in our history and on some who are still living. Jimmy Carter is included as
a peacemaker, Roberto Clemente as a humanitarian, and Milton Hershey as an
entrepreneur and philanthropist. Readers should think about character traits and
decide which traits contributed to each subject’s success. Denenberg and Ros-
coe also include additional references for each of their subjects that will help
inquisitive readers learn more about the lives of those who interest them.

I recognized the names of most of the subjects but did have to turn to the
pages for Yo-Yo Ma, I. M. Pei, and Elie Wiesel to find out about them. There is a
joint entry for Jackie Robinson and Branch Rickey. Those who know baseball
are probably aware that Rickey was the general manager of the Dodgers during
the time when the sport became integrated and that he played a major role in that
integration. This is a fascinating story for even a nonbaseball fan. Each bio-
graphical sketch includes an “Explore” section that prods young readers to learn
more by posing questions, providing related information, and suggesting addi-
tional sources. Such is the case in the Robinson and Rickey entry. The authors
briefly detail the color barriers that still exist in sports—mentioning Tiger
Woods’s triumphant career in golf as an example of more recent barriers that are
being crushed.

The books included throughout this guide will provide many opportunities
for initiating discussions about specific traits. Discussions, however, should be
open-ended. A book identified as one focusing on friendship may also speak to
certain readers about courage. One question that you might ask is “How does
this character show that trait in specific situations?” A discussion of the charac-
ters and the positive traits they exhibit may uncover connections that had not
been identified prior to the discussion.
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Character Traits Listed in This Book

To include all of the traits named by even the major character education
groups in this book would result in a very long list, and many traits would over-
lap. In addition, the differences that were identified might be so miniscule as to
not warrant a separate listing—or at least not be present in different titles of liter-
ature. For example, if your list of traits contains “honesty,” the majority of the
books listed here for “integrity” will be useful. I have identified seventeen traits
with accompanying book titles that you can use to stimulate discussions about
them. I encourage users of these lists of traits and books to be creative them-
selves. For example, if your particular character trait list includes “persistence,”
it is reasonable to conclude that the trait of perseverance is closely related. In ad-
dition, honoring justice and honesty are traits closely related to integrity. Those
wishing to focus on empathy might try the books in the caring list, and so forth.

Caring: The act of being concerned about or interested in another person
or situation. To appreciate, like, or be fond of. Feeling or acting with com-
passion, concern, empathy.

Confidence: A faith or belief in oneself and one’s own abilities to succeed;
to be certain that one will act in a right, proper, or effective manner. Posi-
tive self-esteem, self-assurance.

Courage: A firmness of mind and will in the face of danger or extreme dif-
ficulty; the ability to stand up to challenges and to support unpopular
causes. Resolve, tenacity, bravery, strength.

Curiosity: A desire to learn, investigate, or know; an interest leading to ex-
ploration or inquiry. Inquisitiveness.

Flexibility: The capacity to adapt or adjust to new, different, or changing
situations and their requirements. Adaptability.

Friendship: A state of being attached to another by affection, loyalty,
respect, or esteem; holding in high regard, being fond of. Amicability,
companionship.

Goalsetting: The ability to determine what is wanted or needed and work
toward it; identifying desired outcomes or objectives and designing a strat-
egy or plan of action to achieve them. Planning.
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Humility: Respect for others and their position or condition; not exert-
ing one’s authority in an inappropriate or insensitive manner. Modesty,
unpretentiousness.

Humor: The quality that allows one to appreciate the comic or amusing as-
pects of a situation or event. Cheerfulness, wit.

Initiative: The ability to take action independently, without outside influ-
ence or control; a willingness to make the first move or take the first step;
doing something without being prompted by anyone else; a sense of enter-
prise. Ambition, gumption, drive.

Integrity: Adherence to a set of principles or a code of values, especially
moral; being just, impartial, fair, and honest; straightforwardness of con-
duct; a refusal to act immorally—that is, to lie, cheat, steal, or deceive in
any way. Honesty, loyalty, morality.

Patience: The capacity to endure and to wait for one’s goals to be
achieved; to conduct oneself without undue haste or impulse. Calmness,
tolerance.

Perseverance: The ability to keep working toward a goal, enterprise, or
undertaking in spite of difficulty, opposition, or discouragement; the
capacity to carry on, especially under adverse circumstances. Persistence,
endurance.

Positive Attitude: A state of mind or way of thinking that views the most
desirable aspects of a situation and anticipates the best possible outcomes.
Optimism, hopefulness.

Problem Solving: The process of identifying critical elements of a situa-
tion, identifying sources of difficulty, using creative ideas to formulate
new answers, and plan steps to achieve the best possible outcome. Ingenu-
ity, creativity.

Self-Discipline: The ability to control, manage, or correct oneself for the
sake of improvement; the ability to forfeit lesser objectives or short-term
gratification for more worthwhile causes or long-term goals. Self-control,
self-restraint.

Teamwork: The ability to work with others to reach a common goal; act-
ing together to achieve a shared vision. Cooperation, collaboration.

Finding Others Who Demonstrate Character

In the following chapters, you’ll find books about fictional characters and
real-life people who demonstrate many positive character traits. The lists of
titles are starter lists. The emphasis in this book is on titles that have been pub-
lished in recent years, although well-known books have been included as well.
No list will be all-inclusive. In fact, virtually every book in your school or public
library can be used to focus on a specific character trait. Biographies can be
especially useful because their subjects are normally among those that we
would want our young people to emulate.
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—Jean Fritz

In biographies or historical fiction books, historical figures who have con-
tributed positively to our culture and contemporary figures who do the same can
bring an energetic focus to character education discussions.

Biographies give credibility to the importance of building positive charac-
ter traits. Louis Braille, for example (Russell Freedman’s Out of Darkness: The
Story of Louis Braille [Clarion, 1997]), exemplifies the impact a young person
can make on society. Freedman’s book shows Braille as a young man who,
against many adversities, focused on a goal and used his problem-solving skills
with perseverance and patience to develop a system that allows blind people to
communicate through the written word. The same is true for some athletes who
overcame many adversities—Babe Didrikson Zaharias, for example. Other
authors have written about Rosa Parks and even relatively obscure people who
contributed positively to the culture of our world.

Bits and Pieces
While writing a comprehensive geography,

Eratosthenes estimated the circumference of the
earth to within 200 miles of today’s most precise measure-
ments. His use of geometry to make the estimate testifies
to his ability to solve problems, while his curiosity led him
to the subject in the beginning. His story is told in The
Librarian Who Measured the Earth by Kathryn Lasky
(Little, Brown, 1994).

Multitudes of role models can be found in books on the biography shelves
in any library. Patricia and Fredrick McKissack have written numerous books
about African Americans who have achieved success because of their initiative,
curiosity, and perseverance. One book that portrays several such people is
African-American Scientists (Millbrook, 1994). Jean Fritz recounts Elizabeth
Stanton’s persistent work for women’s suffrage in You Want Women to Vote,
Lizzie Stanton? (Putnam, 1995).

If you are seeking additional books for character discussions, head first to
the biography shelves. Other shelves can also yield many books that will be use-
ful. Search your own local school or public library. Look at new and classic
titles. Read the books and think about the character traits demonstrated within
them. Use the books you find to stimulate more discussions focusing on charac-
ter traits. Remember, the most valuable resources in your classroom are your
students. In home situations, rely on your children’s input. After using several of
the books listed in the previous resource chapter, suggest that as your students or
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your children read a book they, too, begin to look for characters that exemplify
particular traits. Put the list of your focus traits in a prominent place in your
classroom or library or at home on the refrigerator or a small bulletin board. Ask
young readers to locate a book with character trait implications, and then ask
them to share the passage or book with you. If appropriate, share the selection
with others during a community circle or another opportune time.

To further assist you in selecting the most appropriate titles to use, I have
provided an indication of format and genre for each main entry. The format of
a book may help determine the manner in which you plan to use the book. For
example, with most groups, picture books will probably be read aloud during
one session. However, in some instances where the students’ reading ability al-
lows independent reading, a picture book might be put in an interest center with
a response journal. A discussion might follow after each member of the class or
group has had an opportunity to read and respond individually to the book. A
full-length title—whether one of fiction or information—would most often be a
book that would be read over a period of time. This type of book might be used
as a group reading title for literature circle activities or as a read-aloud to an en-
tire group. At home, these books make good choices for reading together at a
specified time (e.g., bedtime, after dinner, and so on).

The majority of the selections cited in this book likely will be read aloud
to a group or used as a shared reading in home situations. However, in certain
instances you might ask members of a group to read a selection independently
in conjunction with some other area of study or in preparation for the character
trait discussion. I have used the following symbols to identify as closely as
possible the format of each book and then have further categorized the books
according to type of content. The symbols will serve as a quick assist for mak-
ing decisions about the most effective use of the titles listed in the following
chapters.

Picture Book

The “picture book” designation indicates that the book is heavily illus-
trated and usually appropriate for reading aloud to groups of all ages. The actual
reading level of picture books is often well above the primary level. In fact, texts
of some picture books have been included in middle-school literature antholo-
gies. Use caution if the title is to be read independently. Picture books are most
often thirty-two pages in length.

Early Reader

This icon for the “early reader” denotes short, straightforward texts that are
just right for the early primary reader to read independently. However, even
though primary students will be able to decode these titles, it might be best
to read them aloud to make sure the decoding efforts do not get in the way of
concentration on the character trait. Intermediate and older students could be
asked to read these quick reading titles independently in preparation for a
planned discussion of the book. Large print, ample illustrations, short chapters,
and a forty-eight-pages length often characterize these selections. Examples of
this level include the Frog and Toad series by Arnold Lobel and the Little Bear
series by Else Minarik.
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Transitional

A “transitional” title is an informational or fictional title that is somewhat
beyond the early reader category but not as difficult as a full-length novel or
book of information. Transitional titles are often at the upper primary/early in-
termediate reading level and at least sixty-four pages. The books are not as long
as a novel (chapter book) or book of information that would take several sittings
to read. Examples of titles in this category include the Kids of Polk Street School
series by Patricia Reilly Giff and the PeeWee Scouts series by Judy Delton.

Full-Length

A “full-length” title will be substantially longer than other selections and
will be sparsely illustrated, if at all. Page length usually ranges from 90 to 250
pages. Most often when a book of this length is cited I have indicated a specific
chapter or passage to read within that book. Thus, except for reading level, these
citations can be used in much the same manner as the shorter transitional titles.
The appropriateness of the text of these selections will depend more heavily on
the experiential background of the individuals who will be involved in the dis-
cussion of the selection.

The formats are further categorized into groups that provide you with a
quick assessment of the type of content that will be found in the main entry.
These codes will be found at the bottom of every page. The categories are as
follows:

Fiction (FC) For purposes of designations within this book, fiction
books are generally set in the current time era or in the
relatively near past. These books might be realistic, ani-
mal tales, mysteries, humor, or even fantasy—any story
created by the author from her or his imagination.

Fiction, historical
(FH) Fiction books set in a period of time prior to the current era

or in the relativity near past are categorized as historical
fiction. These books include actual events, places, or char-
acters that are part of the history of the world or the place
where the story is set. However, not all events, places, or
characters need be real, only plausible. Dialogue may be
invented but must maintain the integrity of the time period,
events, or characters involved.

Informational ( I ) This category includes books that provide factual infor-
mation. The books are often illustrated and range from
picture book formats to full-length selections. Regardless
of their length, the books often include illustrations, al-
though the longer selections usually have fewer illustra-
tions than do informational picture books or early reader
selections.

Introduction xxvii



Biography (B) A biography tells the story of the life of a person—either a
notable person in our history or someone whose life has
some intrinsic interest. The biography may be a birth-to-
death story, or it might focus on a specific era such as the
subject’s childhood. The biography might also focus on a
specific event or period in the person’s life.

Folk literature (FL) Folk literature involves tales that have been handed down
from one generation to another through the oral tradition.
In this category I have also included tales that are the
creation of an author’s imagination but which are written
using traditional folk literature motifs: good versus evil,
the power of three, and so forth. These tales often include
fairies, little people or big people, godmothers, magic, and
other mystic symbols. An example includes the tradi-
tional tales of the Brothers Grimm and Hans Christian
Andersen, as well as contemporary authors such as David
Wisniewski and Paul Goble.

True account (TA) This category focuses on the actual events of a situation or
event. An example might be Robert Ballard’s account of
the recovery and exploration of the Titanic.

A word of warning about character education. Although many values are
shared cross-culturally, educators must keep in mind that different religions and
cultural groups have different beliefs and customs. When working with a diverse
population it is best to adopt an attitude of exploration and inquiry rather than
taking a preachy or moralistic approach. This allows children to express and
develop their own attitudes about character and demonstrates your respect for
diverse belief systems. This book provides a full curriculum and character index
of each title listed. It will save you start-up time and help you integrate character
education titles into every corner of your curriculum. But eventually you will
want to use the titles already being read by and to your students for assign-
ments, story hour, or pleasure reading. Don’t hesitate to enlist the expertise of
your students or your children in finding instances in which a book character ex-
hibits a desired trait and under what circumstances. Even the youngest reader
can catch the idea if enough modeling and sharing come first.
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—John, Viscount Morley (1838–1923)
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1—CARING1—Caring

Caring is the act of being concerned
about or interested in another person
or situation. It is feeling or acting with
compassion, concern, or empathy.

Bahr, Mary. If Nathan Were Here

Bahr, Mary. If Nathan Were Here. Illustrated by Karen A. Jerome.
Eerdmans Books for Young Readers, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

When Zach loses his best friend, Nathan, he deals with his grief with the
help of a sensitive teacher, a sympathetic neighbor, an aware parent, a memory
box, a baseball hat wall of fame, and a tree fort. These caring people enable Zach
to deal with his questions and sorrow and to help someone else who needs him.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Various people in this story exhibit the trait of caring or showing compas-
sion. Questions to ask are these: How does each character—the teacher, the
neighbor, and the parent—show that they care? How does Zach show that he
cares about the memory of Nathan? How does Zach show he cares about others
who need him?

• Make a chart listing each of the story characters and describing how
each one showed a caring attitude.

• With the group create a collaborative list of significant people who have
died within the past year or two. Examples might include “Johnny’s
grandmother,” “Tanya’s next-door neighbor,” and so forth. After the
group has made this list, brainstorm ways that the group members could
show a caring attitude, even now, toward someone who might be deal-
ing with grief.

1
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Death, friends, positive attitude

Collaborative Readings

Bahr, Mary. The Memory Box. Illustrated by David Cunningham. Albert Whit-
man, 1995. Picture Book (FC)

Bunting, Eve. Rudi’s Pond. Illustrated by Ronald Himler. Clarion, 1999.
Picture Book (FC)

Carrick, Carol. Upside-Down Cake. Illustrated by Paddy Bouma. Clarion, 1999.
Picture Book (FC)

Battle-Lavert, Gwendolyn. The Shaking Bag

Battle-Lavert, Gwendolyn. The Shaking Bag. Illustrated by Aminah
Brenda Lynn Robinson. Albert Whitman, 2000. Picture Book (FL)

In this classic tale of goodness rewarded, Miss Annie Mae gives five ravens
the last of the seeds that she keeps for the birds she regularly feeds. She has only
three slices of bread—she keeps one for herself, one for her dog, and one for the
birds to eat the following day. That evening a stranger, Raven Reed, appears on
her doorstep. The stranger has dark eyes that seem to look into Miss Annie
Mae’s very soul. Miss Annie Mae invites him in and offers him her last crust of
bread. Instead of taking the crust of bread he shakes up her empty seed bag and
out comes whatever Miss Annie Mae needs—firewood, food, and furniture. The
stranger stays for the evening. When he is getting ready to leave in the morning,
Miss Annie Mae offers him the still-magical sack. But he declines and leaves it
with her, saying “You will never go hungry.” Readers will realize from the illus-
trations that the young stranger is one of the five ravens that she regularly feeds.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Miss Annie Mae exemplifies the ultimately generous person. Rewards for
generosity are often part of a story in folk literature. Discuss the humanity of
caring for animals and one’s fellow human beings. The Quiltmaker’s Gift by Jeff
Brumbeau (Scholastic Trade, 2001) also focuses on a very generous person—
in this case a quiltmaker who gives quilts to the poor. When the emperor de-
mands a quilt as a gift, she refuses. He attempts to force her to give him a quilt
but finally agrees to a bargain. For each item he gives away she will sew one
quilt piece for his quilt. He discovers much joy in giving and eventually gives so
much away that he becomes destitute. The emperor finally earns his quilt from
the quiltmaker. However, he has learned to become a generous and giving per-
son, so when she gives him the quilt, he gives it away. The emperor and
quiltmaker become friends and partners. She makes the quilts and he gives them
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away. You might ask questions such as these: How is Miss Annie Mae similar to
the quiltmaker? How could each of us be more caring?

• Make a list of character traits that one can attribute to Miss Annie Mae.
List character traits that can be attributed to the quiltmaker. Use the lists
and a Venn diagram to compare these lists. Identify the caring traits that
are common to both characters.

• Compare and contrast other caring characters in the story by using a
similar exercise focusing on caring characters from any of the books in
the collaborative reading list.

• Correlate the reading of this book with a math unit to design a cloth quilt
using the information and patterns in Quilts from the Quiltmaker’s Gift:
20 Traditional Patterns for a New Generation of Generous Quiltmakers
by Joanne Larsen Line and Nancy Loving Tubesing, Gail de Marcken
(illustrator)  (Pfeifer-Hamilton Publishers, 2001). Picture Book ( I )

• Discuss the following: How does generosity exemplify caring? How are
generosity and caring different?

• With older students, as a service project, design and create a quilt (using
Quilts from the Quiltmaker’s Gift) and donate it to raise funds for a wor-
thy charitable agency. With younger students, use triangles of colored
paper to make a quilt pattern and have the children write on each piece
the name of a friend, family member, or someone else they care about.
For older readers, suggest they research quilts and quilting (including
the AIDS quilt) and do a written or oral report.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Friendship, mathematics, quilt making

Bits and Pieces
Jimmy Carter became president of the United

States in 1977. He served only one term, but during it
he was recognized as a person who wanted to make the
government “competent and compassionate.” He worked
for human rights throughout his administration. After
leaving the White House in 1982, Carter returned to Geor-
gia, where he founded the nonprofit Carter Center in At-
lanta to promote peace and human rights worldwide. Read
about President Carter’s accomplishments as president
on the Internet at <http://www.whitehouse.gov/history
/presidents/jc39.html> or visit the online site for the Jimmy
Carter Library at <http://carterlibrary.galileo.peachnet.edu/>.

Perhaps one of the most remembered facts about
President Carter and his wife Rosalynn is that they have
spent many days, as part of the Jimmy Carter Work Project
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(JCWP), working to build houses for the Habitat for
Humanity International program. Tom Shachtman de-
tailed one of the Carters’ work projects with Habitat for
Humanity in a picture book, The President Builds a
House: The Work of Habitat for Humanity (Simon &
Schuster, 1989). The book is currently out of print but may
be available in local libraries. Information about the
Carters’ work with Habitat for Humanity International is
also detailed on the Internet at <http://www.habitat.org
/how/carter.html>. Are there any Habitat for Humanity
projects in your community? Is there any way you could
be a part of the project? Not only does the project need
adult workers to help build homes, but someone needs to
provide food and beverages to the workers during their
work shifts. Sometimes younger people can assist by be-
ing a “gofer” for those who are doing the actual construc-
tion. If a Habitat for Humanity project is active in your
community, investigate how young learners might assist
in this caring activity.

Collaborative Readings

Ball, Maggie. Creative Quilting for Kids. Krause Publications, 2001.
Picture Book ( I )

Bono, Pam. Quilt It for Kids: 11 Quilt Projects—Sports, Fantasy, and Animal
Themes—Quilts for Children of All Ages. C & T Publishing, 2000.

Picture Book ( I )

Brumbeau, Jeff. The Quiltmaker’s Gift. Illustrated by Gail de Marcken. Scho-
lastic Trade, 2001. Picture Book ( I )

Line, Joanne Larsen, and Nancy Loving Tubesing. Quilts from the Quiltmaker’s
Gift: 20 Traditional Patterns for a New Generation of Generous
Quiltmakers. Illustrated by Gail de Marcken. Pfeifer-Hamilton, 2001.

Full-Length ( I )

Bits and Pieces
Some people give things away and others gener-

ously do things to make the world a better place. Miss
Rumphius in Barbara Cooney’s Miss Rumphius (Viking,
1982) sets out to plant lupine seeds in order to make the
world a lovelier place. In many ways Miss Rumphius is
similar to Miss Annie Mae because they both care about
other people.
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Bunting, Eve. The Memory String

Bunting, Eve. The Memory String. Illustrated by Ted Rand. Clarion/
Houghton Mifflin, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

Laura still grieves for her mother and is having a difficult time accepting
her new stepmother, Jane. Fingering the many buttons she has on a string, Laura
clings to her memories of her mother. Each of the buttons reminds Laura of
something about her. One of her mother’s favorite buttons is one that was cut off
from Laura’s father’s military uniform. When the cat breaks the string, it is that
button, among all of them that scatter, that rolls away and cannot be found. Then
Laura overhears that Jane has found the button but feels it should be returned as
a “gift from the good fairy.” This helps Laura realize how much Jane really cares
for her.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Just as Laura comes to realize that her stepmother cares about her, so does
Alex come to a similar realization in the collaborative reading Like Jake and Me
by Mavis Jukes (Alfred A. Knopf, 1987). Alex rescues his stepdad Jake from
a wolf spider—something his stepdad is not fond of. In both books the protag-
onist comes to realize that stepparents are caring and loving and can show those
characteristics—just as they can.

• Read folk literature that has a stepparent as a main character—“Hansel
and Gretel,” “Snow White,” or “Cinderella.” Discuss how the stepparents
are portrayed. Discuss or have children write about how the traditional
portrayal of stepparents compares with that in contemporary fiction.

• Ask children about their favorite memories. How are good memories
connected to people they care about?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Death, memories, stepparents

Collaborative Readings

Jukes, Mavis. Like Jake and Me. Illustrated by Lloyd Bloom. Alfred A. Knopf,
1987 repr. Transitional (FC)

MacLachlan, Patricia. Sarah, Plain and Tall. HarperCollins, 1985.
Full-Length (FH)

Venable, Leslie Allgood, and Julie M. Harrison. The Not So Wicked Stepmother,
a Book for Children and Adults. L. A. Venable Publishing, 1999.

Full-Length ( I )
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Bunting, Eve. Rudi’s Pond

Bunting, Eve. Rudi’s Pond. Illustrated by Ronald Himler. Clarion,
1999. Picture Book (FC)

Rudi and the narrator are the best of friends. Together they have pretend tea
parties and go on nature hikes. They visit a pond, paint a green garden gate with
big yellow tulips, and make a hummingbird feeder. But throughout much of this
time Rudi is not feeling well. His heart has been weak since birth, and eventually
he is taken to the hospital, where he dies. His friend and his classmates write
poems in remembrance of him. In the school yard under a knobby-trunked tree,
a pond is built. And in the tree the little girl hangs the hummingbird feeder that
the two friends had made together. When summer vacation comes, the little girl
takes the feeder home, hoping that the hummingbird will find her house. The
bird does—it’s the one with the green gate painted with big yellow tulips.

Discussion/Activity Notes

People who care about others (human or animal) show their feelings
through their actions. That caring does not stop when there is a death—and there
are ways to demonstrate one’s caring attitude. Identify the characters who care
about one another, and then explain how they demonstrated their caring attitude.
How is this attitude similar to those of your family, friends, or classmates?

• Make a list of the characters in the book and all the ways they demon-
strated a caring nature. Also list all the ways you, your family, class-
mates, and so forth have shown a caring attitude. Use these lists to
compare and contrast the attitudes of both groups (characters in the
books and the group discussing this trait).

• Discuss a situation in which a caring person might help someone else
feel better—perhaps a classmate made the last out of an important Little
League game, or someone sprained an ankle the day before the year’s
most important dance recital. Role-play the situation and demonstrate
how one might show a caring attitude.

• Have students write a poem about someone they care about.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Birds, death, friendship

Bits and Pieces
Many people show they care by volunteering

time and money to special causes to help others.
Danny Thomas was one of those people. In the early
1930s he was just beginning his career as a comedian. In
the next thirty years he became very well known and very
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successful. He had promised himself that he would use his
success to help others, and he did. In 1962 he founded St.
Jude Hospital, which treats children, primarily those who
have cancer. At this hospital patients are not asked to pay.
The research and treatment at St. Jude’s is largely respon-
sible for the survival rate for children with cancer rising
from 20 percent at the time the hospital was founded to
70 percent today. Virtual tours of St. Jude’s and more in-
formation are available on the Web at <http://www.vscs.org
/Tour/index.html>. Find out whether any benefactors who
fund caring projects live in your community. For example,
in some communities, members of a religious or civic or-
ganization provide meals for homeless citizens. Other
organizations repair toys and bicycles to give to children
who otherwise would not have any. Make a list of caring
activities in your community and discuss how you and
your classmates or family might contribute to a caring
project.

Collaborative Readings

Carrick, Carol. Upside-Down Cake. Illustrated by Paddy Bouma. Clarion, 1999.
Picture Book (FC)

Goble, Paul. Beyond the Ridge. Aladdin, 1993. Picture Book (FL)

Hanel, Wolfram. Abby. Illustrated by Alan Marks. North South Books, 1998.
Picture Book (FC)

Schick, Eleanor. Mama. Marshall Cavendish, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

Carrick, Carol. Upside-Down Cake

Carrick, Carol. Upside-Down Cake. Illustrated by Paddy Bouma.
Clarion, 1999. Picture Book (FC)

When a nine-year-old boy learns that his father has cancer, he is able to ac-
cept it and help his mother deal with his younger sister, Katie. While Father is ill,
the family celebrates both the father’s and the son’s birthdays—birthdays that
are one day apart—with Father’s favorite cake. It is a pineapple upside-down
cake. When Father dies, the son cannot accept his absence and has difficulty
with day-to-day activities as he often thinks of his dad. Shortly before his birth-
day the boy has a dream about his dad—a dream that seems to amplify the good
memories. By the time his tenth birthday comes, he has begun to come to terms
with his father’s death. This year he will celebrate with his father’s favorite—a
pineapple upside-down cake.
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Discussion/Activity Notes

Family traditions help us remember special events and people. Talk about
family traditions and family foods that remind us of these. Ask each member of
the discussion group to relate a memory of a special event that involves a food
tradition. The memories may be a summertime tradition of making strawberry
jam with Grandmother or always having a chocolate layer cake with chocolate
and cherry topping for the Fourth of July. Relate those memories to the “tradi-
tion” of having a pineapple upside-down cake for the birthday party in the story.
List the people we associate with those specific foods.

• Pineapple upside-down cake used to be a popular treat—in some places
it still is. Expand readers’ understanding and schematic background by
baking an upside-down cake. Use the following recipe at home or in the
classroom.

• Ask the children, are any of your family memories connected to a spe-
cial food? As a class project, create and write a Family Memories Cook-
book. Each child should gather a traditional family recipe associated
with a family event or a family member. (They can ask a parent, grand-
parent, or other family member to copy a recipe for the book.) Ask each
student to write the recipe as well as write about the connection between
the food and the event or the family member. They may want to create
an illustration for their recipe. Collate into a book, create a table of con-
tents, a cover, and a recipe index for the collection. Then duplicate the
pages and give each class member a copy of the book. (Extra copies
could be produced and sold at the school book fair with the profits going
to a homeless shelter or food program in your community.)

• Discuss how these special foods and food traditions might help create
pleasant memories of days enjoyed with family members.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Death, food, positive attitude, traditions

Collaborative Readings

Bunting, Eve. Rudi’s Pond. Illustrated by Ronald Himler. Clarion, 1999.
Picture Book (FC)

Goble, Paul. Beyond the Ridge. Aladdin, 1993. Picture Book (FL)

Hanel, Wolfram. Abby. Illustrated by Alan Marks. North South Books, 1998.
Picture Book (FC)

Moutoussamy-Ashe, Jeanne. Daddy and Me: A Photo Story of Arthur Ashe and
His Daughter, Camera. Alfred A. Knopf, 1993. Picture Book (B)
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Pineapple
Upside-Down Cake

1. Prepare two nine-inch round cake pans by brushing the bottom of the pans
with melted margarine or butter.

2. Sprinkle a layer of brown sugar evenly on the bottom of the pans.

3. Use a can of sliced pineapple and place a circle of pineapple rings in each
pan.

4. In the center hole of each pineapple ring place half a maraschino cherry.

5. Prepare a white, yellow, or spice cake mix according to the directions and
then pour half the batter into each of the baking pans.

6. Bake according to directions. If you test for doneness with a toothpick, be
aware that the tip of the toothpick will be moist because of the brown
sugar/pineapple mixture.

7. Cool the cakes for five minutes, but while they are still warm turn them up-
side down onto a serving tray or plate.

8. Cool and serve with whipped cream or ice cream.

Carrick, Carol. Upside-Down Cake 9
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Helldorfer, M. C. Hog Music

Helldorfer, M. C. Hog Music. Illustrated by S. D. Schindler. Viking,
2000. Picture Book (FH)

Great Aunt Liza is sending her niece a birthday gift. She puts the gift in a
latched wooden box and sends it west with a friend of hers. As the box makes its
way across the National Public Road, all those who help it along its way to Lucy
add a gift of their own. The gift finally gets to Lucy with all the kindnesses of
many strangers.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Hog Music clearly shows the kindness of others on an early pioneer road, in
this case the National Public Road (1800s). The Boston Post Road was in use in
the early 1700s in the Northeast. That road also encouraged cooperation and car-
ing. In fact, there were many kindnesses shown along pioneer routes. Identify
the incidents in one or more of the collaborative reading titles in the following
list that exemplify the characteristic of caring. Along the way many people also
exhibited their personal integrity as they demonstrated their sense of honesty
and caring.

• Hog Music and the following collaborative reading titles all take place
in the past. Some of the children’s grandparents and great-grandparents
might recall a less hectic lifestyle when neighbors and even strangers
helped one another out. Ask children to interview parents, grandparents,
great-grandparents, neighbors, or friends who are at least one genera-
tion older than the child. Have them ask about kindnesses or neighborly
deeds that they remember doing or receiving. Examples of this type of
neighborliness include the following:

– Shoveling snow from the walkway or driveway of an elderly couple.

– Giving someone a ride to the grocery store.

– Taking a prepared meal to a family where a family member is ill.

• Make a list of neighborly things that members of this discussion group
could do—not things someone else could do, but rather that they them-
selves might be able to do on their own in specific circumstances. Ideas
might include taking out a neighbor’s garbage on garbage day, helping
to watch a young child playing in the neighborhood, and sweeping off
common sidewalks, porches, or patios. From this, you may want to de-
sign a service learning project for the class or your family.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Birthdays, cooperation, gifts, integrity, kindness, travel, 1860s
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Collaborative Readings

Ackerman, Karen. Araminta’s Paint Box. Illustrated by Betsy Lewin. Aladdin,
1998 repr. Picture Book (FH)

Gibbons, Gail. From Path to Highway: The Story of the Boston Post Road.
Crowell, 1986. Picture Book (FH)

Lawlor, Laurie. Horseback on the Boston Post Road, 1704 (American Sisters).
Minstrel Books, 2000. Full-Length  (FH)

Howland, Naomi. Latkes, Latkes Good to Eat:
A Chanukah Story

Howland, Naomi. Latkes, Latkes Good to Eat: A Chanukah Story.
Clarion, 1999. Picture Book (FL)

Sadie and her four brothers live in poverty in a tiny Russian village. They
seldom have enough food to eat and are often hungry. On the first night of
Chanukah, while Mama is away helping Aunt Rose with a new baby, Sadie goes
into the forest to get wood for the fireplace. As Sadie scours the forest for twigs
and sticks that will help keep them warm, she meets an old woman who is also
searching for wood. The old woman appears feeble and is very cold. Sadie
kindly gives her all the wood she has collected. In return the old woman gives
Sadie a magic frying pan. Sadie is cautioned not to share the secret commands
with anyone. Only she should use the pan. The pan helps Sadie to feed her four
brothers latkes (potato pancakes) until they are filled. Each night of Chanukah
the children enjoy more latkes. On the eighth night Sadie decides that she will go
into the woods to find the old woman again and invite her to eat latkes with the
family that night. In Sadie’s absence the oldest brother, Herschel, who over-
heard the magic chants, uses the frying pan, and it is not long before the tiny cot-
tage and even the village is overflowing with latkes. By the time Sadie returns
home with the old woman, her mother is also home. Faced with mountains of
latkes they invite the entire village to a Chanukah feast. A recipe for “Sadie’s
Latkes” is included in the book along with a note about the Chanukah festival.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Through her caring behavior, Sadie was able to feed her brothers. When
confronted with more latkes than the family could eat, Sadie and her mother
used their problem-solving ability to deal with the result of her brother’s mis-
chievous behavior. In addition to the obvious display of compassion that Sadie
showed toward the old woman, the story contains other instances of caring.

• Ask students to identify those instances of caring, for example, when
Sadie is concerned about her brothers being hungry and when she cau-
tions them to “take care of the baby.” In addition, she returns to the woods

Howland, Naomi. Latkes, Latkes Good to Eat: A Chanukah Story 11
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to invite the old woman to eat with them, and finally, when Sadie’s
mother and Sadie suggest a Chanukah party for the people of the village,
they show kindness by sharing their good fortune.

• After reading one of the collaborative reading titles listed below, make a
list of incidents within the story that demonstrate the characters’ efforts
to be kind and caring.

Strega Nona (by Tomie dePaola) has a similar story line, although
the aspects of caring are not so prevalent. In this story, Big Anthony co-
mes to Strega Nona’s home. She has a magic pot that produces pasta
when a magic chant is spoken. Strega Nona is the only one who is to use
the pot, but when she is gone, Big Anthony attempts to use it and does
not realize that there is a second magic phrase to stop the pot. All the
townspeople end up eating the mountains of pasta that flow down the
hill and over the village. In this story the most obvious example of car-
ing occurs when Strega Nona takes Big Anthony into her home and tries
to be kind to him when he does not seem to have a job or a place to go.

• In addition to the theme of caring there is also an opportunity to discuss
cause and effect, as illustrated here when Strega Nona places her trust in
Big Anthony and he fails to keep that trust. In both Latkes, Latkes and
Strega Nona, the main characters trust someone else to honor their re-
quest not to use the magic cooking pan or pot while they are gone. That
trust is not kept. The reactions of Sadie and Strega Nona are another in-
stance of showing compassion, as neither one chastises the untrustwor-
thy person, but rather shows their compassion by problem solving and
not turning away from the one who violated the trust.

• Invite the students to discuss incidents when each of them was trusted
with information or special tasks. Discuss any difficulties they had in
keeping that trust.

• Discuss some of the situations in the preceding discussion and speculate
about what might have occurred if they had not kept the trust.

• Trusts might be secrets that one is asked to keep. Discuss this question:
Are there times when we should reveal a secret that someone tells us?
This might be a chance to mention situations where others are in danger
or a dangerous situation might result if an adult is not told. You might
also want to discuss conflicting trusts. For example, our parents trust us
to tell them about unacceptable behavior going on at a party we are at-
tending, while our peers at the party might ask us not to tell about certain
events at the party. Both are trusting—one to tell, the other not to tell.
Which trust is the overriding priority?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Chanukah, food in books, magic cooking pots, problem solving, Russian and
Jewish folk literature, trust
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Collaborative Readings

dePaola, Tomie. Strega Nona: An Old Tale. Simon & Schuster, 1989.
Picture Book (FL)

Galdone, Paul. Magic Porridge Pot. Houghton Mifflin, 1979. Picture Book (FL)

Jewell, Nancy. Five Little Kittens

Jewell, Nancy. Five Little Kittens. Illustrated by Elizabeth Sayles.
Clarion, 1999. Picture Book (FL)

With their mama and papa, five little kittens live happily in a house where
they are given fish-and-porridge breakfast, sleepy bedtime kisses, and caring
thoughts and reminders.

Discussion/Activity Notes

The Five Little Kittens is a rhyme that mimics the rhythm of many
retellings of the Three Little Kittens. After reading Five Little Kittens discuss
how the parents show a caring attitude toward their kittens. Follow that discus-
sion with how human parents/guardians do this for the children in their care.

�)�
	�� ���	��	 
��	 ��� ��	�  ���
	
���
 
��� ������� �� ����� �� �	� �	��	��
$�'�������

—Dr. Seuss, The Lorax

• Ask students to draw a picture of an adult doing something for a child
that is part of their care of the child. The picture might show the adult
preparing a meal, baking bread, or folding laundry. The picture should
be captioned with a sentence or two connecting the action in the picture
to the care function. For example, “Father is folding Jill’s laundry. He
helps to keep clothes clean for all of the family,” or “Aunt Joyce is bak-
ing her famous oatmeal chocolate and nut cookies. The cookies are a
favorite of the children in her and Uncle Jack’s household, and they pro-
vide a nutritious treat for the entire family.”

• In the traditional Three Little Kittens verses the three little kittens lose
their mittens and are then denied some pie. (The original verses may be
read online at <http://www.ipl.org/youth/StoryHour/goose/kit/kitintro.html>.)
If a child loses his or her mittens is it appropriate to punish the child by
withholding a particular food? What should be the result of having lost a
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mitten? Caution: Many families will have very diverse opinions about
what an appropriate retribution is for having lost a mitten. The goal here
is not to decide what action parents should take, but rather to help chil-
dren understand that there are many possible responses to this situation.
One must consider circumstances, past actions, and other contributing
factors before one can decide on a response. No one set of circum-
stances would be the same as those surrounding someone else’s loss. A
full discussion will help children understand that there are both appro-
priate and inappropriate responses to a situation such as lost mittens.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, decision making, families, kittens

Collaborative Readings

Galdone, Paul, reteller. Three Little Kittens. Houghton Mifflin, 1999.
Picture Book  (FL)

Stott, Dorothy. Three Little Kittens. Illustrated by Lorinda B. Cauley. Price
Stern Sloan, 1984. Picture Book (FL)

Lewis, Rose A. I Love You Like Crazy Cakes

Lewis, Rose A. I Love You Like Crazy Cakes. Illustrated by Jane
Dyer. Little, Brown, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

This is a gentle story of a single mother who journeys to China to meet her
daughter, whom she adopts and brings to her home in America.

Discussion/Activity Notes

The mother in I Love You Like Crazy Cakes obviously wishes to share her
life with the child she adopts from China. A different view of a similar adoption is
presented in A Forever Family by Roslyn Banish, where a young Chinese girl re-
lates how it feels to be part of an adoptive family in America. Discuss how the
adults in each of these stories show that they sincerely care for the child whom
they adopt. In A Forever Family, Jennifer’s adoptive family helps her to be proud
of her Chinese heritage. How do these efforts illustrate that they care for her?

• Families in today’s world are formed in many ways. Some consist of
adoptive and foster families. Some are created as a result of divorce,
when stepparents and other family members love and care for children.
Many grandparents raise their grandchildren, and aunts and uncles also
care for nieces and nephews. Discuss the many types of families present
in the students’ neighborhood. (NOTE: Avoid referring to the “tradi-
tional” family as two parents plus a child or children. In the history of
humankind there have always been a variety of family structures, although
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certain segments of our society have not always recognized some struc-
tures.) Create a definition of a family that encompasses all of these fam-
ily groups.

• Sometimes children whose parents have divorced or experienced some
other change in their family structure will have more than one family
unit. A family might be the result of their father’s or mother’s remar-
riage. For example, one ten-year-old might have a family with her
now-single father and another family with her remarried mother and
two more children. Conducting an author study of Patricia Polacco and
reading the titles based on her childhood will help one to understand this
concept. Patricia Polacco was raised in California with her mother and
her brother Ralph. In this instance her family consisted of her mother
and brother. In the summer she returned to Michigan to spend time with
her father and paternal grandmother. So, during the summer, her family
included her father, her grandmother, and her brother Ralph, who was
also in Michigan with their father. You can find more information about
Patricia Polacco and her books in many author reference sources includ-
ing 100 Most Popular Picture Book Authors and Illustrations (Libraries
Unlimited, 2000, pages 364–70).

• Ask each child to draw pictures of their family or families. Post these on
a bulletin board with the caption “The Families of Room ______.”

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Adoption, families, goalsetting

Collaborative Readings

Banish, Roslyn, with Jennifer Jordan-Wong. A Forever Family. Illustrated by
Roslyn Banish and Jennifer Jordan-Wong. HarperCollins, 1992.

Picture Book (TA)

Curtis, Jamie Lee. Tell Me Again About the Night I Was Born. Illustrated by
Laura Cornell. HarperCollins, 1999. Picture Book (TA)

Families with Children from China. <http://www.fwcc.org/> (Accessed May
2001).

London, Jonathan. Snuggle Wuggle

London, Jonathan. Snuggle Wuggle. Illustrated by Michael Rex. Silver
Whistle/Harcourt, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

Using pairs of rhyming words, this book features animal babies who hug
their mothers, for example, bunnies “snuggle wuggle” while otters “tumble
bumble.” This free verse ends with an illustration of a mother holding her young
child in pajamas and the text “And now we’re snug. How do you hug?”

London, Jonathan. Snuggle Wuggle 15
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Discussion/Activity Notes

Hugs are one way to demonstrate caring. What are some other ways? The
animals in this book hug in various ways. How do people hug? Perhaps young
readers could “invent” types of hugs to share with one another. Those who are
shy about hugging might want to give someone else a “finger hug” while a “bear
hug” might be appropriate in other situations. Reading Ross’s A Book of Hugs
will yield various types of hugs, including piggyback hugs, daddy hugs, birth-
day hugs, and ice-cube hugs.

• Write about and draw pictures of newly created hugs and combine the
writings and drawings in a class booklet titled “A Book of Hugs for
Friends.”

• Ask children how to recognize an appropriate situation in which to give
a hug. Is it ever permissible to decline or pull away from a hug someone
is giving you? Are there appropriate and inappropriate types of hugs?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animals, hugs, rhyming words

Collaborative Readings

Ross, Dave. A Book of Hugs. Illustrated by Laura Rader. HarperCollins, 1999.
(Other books that might be in your library include Baby Hugs and More
Hugs, both by Dave Ross.) Picture Book ( I )

Oppenheim, Shulamith Levey. The Lily Cupboard:
A Story of the Holocaust

Oppenheim, Shulamith Levey. The Lily Cupboard: A Story of the
Holocaust. HarperTrophy, 1995 repr. Picture Book (FH)

A young Jewish girl is sent to the countryside, where a gentile family cares
for her. Whenever soldiers come searching for Jewish citizens, she must hide in
a specially fashioned hiding place—behind a lily-painted cupboard. This fic-
tional tale mirrors the tales of the many Dutch people who risked their own lives
to protect Jewish people in Holland during World War II.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Terrible Things by Eve Bunting, although not addressing the Holocaust
directly, uses frogs, rabbits, and other animals to demonstrate how ordinary peo-
ple (animals) get caught up in their own well-being. The “Terrible Things”
come to the forest and take away the animals, one after another, until only Little
Rabbit is left to tell others the story.
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• Use a Venn diagram to show how the situation in Terrible Things is
similar to the events that take place in The Night Crossing and The Lily
Cupboard.

• Discuss other situations, in the school community, for example, where
someone might need to speak up to keep injustices from happening to
people. For example, if one of your classmates is teasing another mem-
ber of your class, what could you do to stop the teasing?

• Visit Patricia Polacco’s Web site at <http://www.patriciapolacco.com>
to learn about her “Stop the Teasing” pledge. Implement the pledge at
your school or library or in your neighborhood as a proactive step
against teasing.

• Read Patricia Polacco’s Mr. Lincoln’s Way (Philomel Books, 2001) and
discuss how getting to know someone might help dispel prejudices. Do
you think that some of those who persecuted the Jewish people during
the Holocaust would have acted as they did if they had made an effort to
meet and get to know them?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Hiding places, Holland, Holocaust, prejudices, problem solving, teasing, world
history, World War II

Collaborative Readings

Ackerman, Karen. The Night Crossing. Illustrated by Elizabeth Sayles. Random
House, 1995 repr. Transitional (FH)

Adler, David. Hiding from the Nazis. Illustrated by Karen Ritz. Holiday House,
1997. Based on the true story of the hiding of Lore Baer, whose personal
narrative appears on the Museum of Tolerance site at <http://motlc.wiesenthal
.org/text/x02/xr0256.html> (Accessed May 2001). Picture Book (TA)

Bunting, Eve. Terrible Things: An Allegory of the Holocaust. Illustrated by Ste-
ven Gammell. Jewish Publication Society, 1996. Picture Book (FC)

Polacco, Patricia. Mr. Lincoln’s Way. Philomel Books, 2001. Picture Book (FC)

Rappaport, Doreen. Freedom River

Rappaport, Doreen. Freedom River. Illustrated by Bryan Collier.
Hyperion/Jump at the Sun, 2000. Picture Book (FH)

This is the true story of John Parker, a slave who purchased his own free-
dom and then risked his life to help other slaves escape. The escapees took a
route across the slave state of Kentucky and across the Ohio River to Ripley,
Ohio. Parker’s home in Ripley is now a historical site.

Rappaport, Doreen. Freedom River 17
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Discussion/Activity Notes

John Parker bought his freedom and could conceivably have stayed in the
North and built himself a comfortable existence. Instead, because of his caring
nature, he returned to the South and helped many others to make their way to
freedom. According to the author’s note in the book, he “felt he had a higher re-
sponsibility than to just take care of himself and his immediate family.” Conse-
quently, he sacrificed his own freedom and his life itself to rescue others from
slavery. His efforts are in the same league as Harriet Tubman and Sojourner
Truth, who also helped to free many others.

• Discuss this question: “Why would someone feel compelled to risk their
own life to save others?”

• Are there any contemporary counterparts to these pre-Civil War era
heroes? Are there any people who have risked their lives to save others?
Investigate the “ordinary” people in your area who risk their lives for the
safety of others in your community. Are there specific instances that
you could mention, such as firefighters rescuing occupants of a burning
building, soldiers serving in war-torn areas around the world, or a pass-
erby rescuing someone from a burning car? Discussions about those
who helped to rescue and assist victims during terrorist attacks—such as
the September 11, 2001, attacks in New York City and Washington
D.C.—might also fit here. Sometimes it is not just a person’s physical
efforts that we consider courageous (and thus caring). Who are the local
heroes who stand up for civil rights or speak up for those who are unable
to make their own voices heard? Sometimes these efforts come at a great
personal sacrifice to their own lives and businesses.

• Have students research and report on the Underground Railroad or one
of the historical figures involved.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Civil War, escape, initiative, persistence, slaves, Underground Railroad, U.S.
history

Collaborative Readings

Adler, David. A Picture Book of Harriet Tubman. (Picture Book Biography series).
Illustrated by Samuel Byrd. Holiday House, 1992. Picture Book (B)

Hamilton, Virginia. The People Could Fly: American Black Folktales. Illus-
trated by Leo Dillon and Diane Dillon. Random House, 2000 repr.
“Carrying the Running-Aways” is a selection within this book that tells a
story about slaves escaping over the Ohio River through the Underground
Railroad station at Ripley, Ohio. (collection of stories) Full-Length (FH)
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Schroeder, Alan. Minty: A Story of Young Harriet Tubman. Illustrated by Jerry
Pinkney. Dial Books for Young Readers, 1996. Picture Book (FH)

QUICK PICKS

�Adler, David. The Babe & I

Adler, David. The Babe & I. Illustrated by Terry Widener. Harcourt Brace,
1999. Picture Book (FH)

Set during the Great Depression of the 1930s, two boys long to see their
hero, Babe Ruth, play in Yankee Stadium. The narrator’s decision to join his
friend Jacob to become a newspaper boy and earn money to help his family
brings unexpected benefits for the boy, who kindly and graciously works to
keep his family fed and sheltered.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Baseball, Great Depression, friendship, jobs

�Alden, Raymond. Why the Chimes Rang

Alden, Raymond. Why the Chimes Rang. Buccaneer Books, 1989.
Picture Book (FC)

Two young boys are on their way to a special Christmas service when they
happen to find a woman in need of help. One stays with her, and “little brother”
goes on to the service. That night the bells chime for the first time in years.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Christmas, holidays, integrity

�Aliki. The Story of Johnny Appleseed

Aliki. The Story of Johnny Appleseed. Aladdin, 1987. Picture Book (B)

Aliki recounts the life of Johnny Chapman and his devotion to animals and
apple trees. He traveled from the eastern states to the Ohio Valley planting apple
seeds for the generations of people to come.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Apples, humility, perseverance, pioneer life, U.S. history
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Bits and Pieces
In many ways Miss Rumphius from Barbara

Cooney’s Miss Rumphius (Viking, 1982) is similar to
Johnny Appleseed. Use a Venn diagram to compare the
two characters. Certainly the quality of caring will occur
in both of them. Perseverance or persistence and setting
goals might be additional traits to consider.

�Blume, Judy. The One in the Middle Is the Green Kangaroo

Blume, Judy. The One in the Middle Is the Green Kangaroo. Illustrated by Irene
Trivas. Atheneum, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

Freddy Dissel is the middle child in his family. He has that left-out feeling
until he gets a chance to show everyone—including himself—how special he is.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Problem solving, siblings

�Borden, Louise. Good Luck, Mrs. K.!

Borden, Louise. Good Luck, Mrs. K.! Illustrated by Adam Gustavson.
McElderry, 1999. Transitional (FC)

When their beloved teacher, Mrs. Kempczinski, is no longer in school be-
cause of her cancer treatment, all the children display sympathy and concern.
Their compassion is evident, and Mrs. K. returns for a visit. The following year
she returns to the classroom to resume teaching.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Cancer, compassion, school stories, teachers

�Byars, Betsy. My Brother, Ant

Byars, Betsy. My Brother, Ant. Illustrated by Marc Simont. Viking, 1996.
Transitional  (FC)

Four short chapters focus on a young boy’s affectionate (but not always
sweet) relationship with his pesky younger brother. This book includes humor-
ous incidents with which readers will immediately identify.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Curiosity, humor, positive attitude, siblings
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�Fine, Edith. Under the Lemon Moon

Fine, Edith. Under the Lemon Moon. Illustrated by Rene King Moreno. Lee and
Low, 1999. Picture Book (FC)

When a night thief steals the fine lemons from Rosalinda’s tree and then the
tree becomes sick, Rosalinda seeks the counsel of La Anciana, a wise old
woman who provides a creative solution. In the end Rosalinda’s generosity to-
ward the man who has stolen her fruit shows her strong sense of compassion.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Compassion, generosity, problem solving, stealing

�Fox, Mem. Night Noises

Fox, Mem. Night Noises. Illustrated by Terry Denton. Harcourt, 1992.
Picture Book (FC)

Lily Laceby, in her nineties, lives in a remote area. So when night noises
disturb the dark of her peaceful dreams, she is concerned. Her dog, Butch Aggie,
stirs as well. Together they go to the door and find a host of friends ready for a
surprise birthday party.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Birthdays, dogs, flexibility, positive attitude, teamwork

�Fox, Mem. Shoes from Grandpa

Fox, Mem. Shoes from Grandpa. Illustrated by Patricia Mullins. Orchard, 1992.
Picture Book (FC)

A little girl gets just the right shoes from her grandfather. The story shows
the caring relationship between a grandfather and his granddaughter in many
ways.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Gifts, grandfathers, shoes

�Henry, O. The Gift of the Magi

Henry, O. The Gift of the Magi. Illustrated by Carol Heyer. Ideals Childrens
Books, 1994. Picture Book (FH)

This is a classic tale of a man and wife who each sacrifice something very
precious to themselves in order to provide a special gift for the other.
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Christmas, friendship, gifts

Bits and Pieces
Barry Moser retells the classic O. Henry tale

with a modern-day twist. Good and Perfect Gifts: An
Illustrated Retelling of O. Henry’s the Gift of the Magi
(Little, Brown, 1997) tells the story of Fenton, an auto me-
chanic who is acquiring his own set of Snap-on tools—one
tool at a time. His wife, Rebecca, also has a prized posses-
sion—a quilt that her mother had given them as a wedding
present. In O. Henry tradition, Fenton sells his tools to buy
Rebecca a chest for the quilt, and she has sold her quilt to
buy him a toolbox. Use this retelling to discuss caring and
to think about what the children might give up in order to
give someone special a gift that that person would really
like. One topic to address might be the sacrifices people
are willing to make for someone they really care about.

�Hest, Amy. Baby Duck and the Bad Eyeglasses

Hest, Amy. Baby Duck and the Bad Eyeglasses. Illustrated by Jill Barton. Can-
dlewick Press, 1996. Picture Book (FC)

Baby Duck learns she must wear glasses, and even though they are red
rimmed, she does not like the way she looks. Her parents want her to get over it.
Then her grandfather comes to visit. He shows Baby Duck that he too wears
glasses and that she can twirl around three times without the glasses falling off.
Best of all he shows her the greatest benefit of her new glasses—she can now see
her name painted on her own rowboat—a rowboat just her size.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, grandparents, problem solving

�Kimmel, Eric A., reteller. Three Princes: A Tale from the
Middle East

Kimmel, Eric A., reteller. Three Princes: A Tale from the Middle East. Illus-
trated by Leonard Everett Fisher. Holiday House, 1994. Picture Book (FL)

In this tale three cousins embark on a quest to find a wondrous object that
will win the hand of the princess. When they realize that the princess is ill, they
use a magic carpet to return to the kingdom. All three are wonderfully generous,
but it is Prince Moshen who uses up his healing orange to make her well.
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes
Confidence, folk literature (Middle Eastern), healing, integrity, positive
attitude, success orientation, teamwork

�Koller, Jackie French. Dragonling

Koller, Jackie French. Dragonling. Illustrated by Judith Mitchell. Little, Brown,
1990; Minstrel Books, 1995. Transitional (FL)

Darek wants to be a great hunter of dragons, but when he comes across an
orphan dragonling, he feels sympathy. Instead of capturing dragons, he ends up
meeting them and caring for the little dragonling.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes
Dragons, flexibility, friendship, justice

�Kvasnosky, Laura McGee. Zelda and Ivy

Kvasnosky, Laura McGee. Zelda and Ivy. Candlewick Press, 1998.
Picture Book (FC)

Zelda is the big sister who plays tricks on Ivy, but in the end, she shows the
caring and compassion that some big sisters can show—but only for a short
time, as this is a true-to-life tale. (Perhaps readers could write a tale showing
Zelda ways to be more caring and compassionate.)

Related Traits/Curricular Themes
Compassion, humor, siblings

�Lobel, Arnold. Uncle Elephant

Lobel, Arnold. Uncle Elephant. HarperTrophy, 1986. Early Reader (FC)

When his young nephew is left without parents, Uncle Elephant takes it
upon himself to comfort and calm the nephew. Together they count telephone
poles as they pass and talk to one another.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, elephants, problem solving, uncles

�Onyefulu, Ifeoma. Emeka’s Gift, An African Counting Story

Onyefulu, Ifeoma. Emeka’s Gift, An African Counting Story. Cobblehill Books,
1995. Picture Book  ( I )

Beautiful photographs show everyday objects as Emeka searches for just
the right gift for his grandmother.
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Africa, counting books, grandparents, mathematics

�Paterson, Katherine. Jip: His Story

Paterson, Katherine. Jip: His Story. Lodestar, 1996. Full-Length (FC)

When Jip, an orphan, is taken to a Vermont poor farm (during the early
1900s) he meets Putnam, a “lunatic” who is caged to protect others during
Putnam’s rages. However, Putnam is not nearly so dangerous as others think. Jip
and Putnam become friends as a result of Jip’s compassion and caring.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Curiosity, friendship, patience, perseverance, positive attitude, U.S. history

�Rodowsky, Colby. Not My Dog

Rodowsky, Colby. Not My Dog. Illustrated by Thomas F. Yezerski. Farrar,
Straus & Giroux, 1999. Transitional (FC)

Preston is certainly not the puppy that Ellie had longed for, but when
Ellie’s aunt needs a place for Preston to live, the dog comes to live with Ellie’s
family. It takes time for the dog to win Ellie’s heart, but someone like Ellie can-
not be around a needy animal for long without showing how much she cares.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Dogs, families, patience, pets

�Rylant, Cynthia. Mr. Putter & Tabby Fly the Plane

Rylant, Cynthia. Mr. Putter and Tabby Fly the Plane. Illustrated by Arthur
Howard. Harcourt Brace, 1997. Picture Book (FC)

Mr. Putter loves toys; Tabby does not. The caring shown in this book even
transcends the relationship between Mr. Putter and Tabby—it extends to the
neighborhood children as they share the remote control for the model airplane.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Airplanes, friendship, toys
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�Rylant, Cynthia. The Relatives Came

Rylant, Cynthia. The Relatives Came. Illustrated by Stephen Gammell. Simon
& Schuster, 1986. Picture Book (FC)

Set in the Appalachian Mountains, all of the aunts, uncles, and cousins
come to visit. While they are there, they fix the fences, mow the lawns, and help
with other chores, all while having a rollicking good time.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Appalachian Mountains, families, friendship, grandparents, work

�Rylant, Cynthia. Silver Packages: An Appalachian Christmas
Story

Rylant, Cynthia. Silver Packages: An Appalachian Christmas Story. Illustrated
by Chris K. Soentpiet. Orchard, 1997. Transitional (FC)

In a full circle of giving, a young boy who eagerly awaits the train that
brings presents to the children in the Appalachian Mountains grows up, be-
comes a doctor, and returns to the mountains to give his own special gift to those
who still live there.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Appalachian Mountains, caring, Christmas, gifts, holiday traditions, humil-
ity, initiative, integrity, perseverance, service learning projects

�Stanley, Diane. Raising Sweetness

Stanley, Diane. Raising Sweetness. Illustrated by G. Brian Karas. Putnam, 1999.
Picture Book (FC)

The sheriff of Possum Trot has taken in a group of orphans to rescue them
from the mean orphanage director. In a tale of compassion and sharing, the sher-
iff cares for the children, and Sweetness’s efforts to teach the sheriff to read ex-
hibit a rare quality not to be ignored.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Humor, literacy, orphans, reading
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2—CONFIDENCE2—Confidence

Confidence is a faith or belief in one-
self and one’s own abilities to succeed.
It is the belief that one will act in a
right, proper, or effective manner.

Arnold, Marsha Diane. The Bravest of Us All

Arnold, Marsha Diane. The Bravest of Us All. Illustrated by Brad
Sneed. Dial, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

Velma Jean is Ruby Jane’s hero. There are several children in the family
and Velma Jean is the bravest of them all. She walks on beams and shows no
fear. Her confidence is undeniable. But when a tornado threatens the family’s
home and the children flee to the storm cellar, it is Ruby Jane who must call up
her courage and confidence to help Velma Jean deal with her secret fears—scary
dark corners.
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—Michael Jordan, Michael Jordan Speaks
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Discussion/Activity Notes

In The Bravest of Us All and the collaborative titles listed below, a fierce
storm threatens and the children must develop a sense of confidence. They show
that confidence in the form of courage. Each of the characters deals with fright
in their own way, but in the end they are all able to brave the storm, overcome
the elements, and emerge unscathed.

• Ask: Have you ever been afraid of something? What? Are you still
afraid or have you managed to overcome your fear? How?

• Although there are things that frighten us, we must often protect our-
selves. For example, during a thunderstorm we take precautions to ensure
our safety. Make a list of frightening things for which we can formulate a
plan for our protection. Then review these plans or procedures.

• How will knowing what to do in a frightening situation help us to be
more confident?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Courage, fear, hurricanes, positive attitude, siblings, tornadoes

Collaborative Readings

Beard, Bailey. Twister. Illustrated by Nancy Carpenter. Farrar, Straus & Giroux,
1999. Picture Book (FC)

Lyon, George Ella. One Lucky Girl. Illustrated by Irene Trivas. DK Publishing,
2000. Picture Book (FC)

Ruckman, Ivy. The Night of the Twister. HarperTrophy, 1986 repr.
Full-Length (FC)

Bercaw, Edna Coe. Halmoni’s Day

Bercaw, Edna Coe. Halmoni’s Day. Illustrated by Robert Hunt. Dial
Books for Young Readers, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

Jennifer’s school is preparing to celebrate Grandparents Day, and her
grandmother, Halmoni, has arrived just in time. Halmoni is from Korea and
doesn’t speak a word of English. Jennifer is not sure what the day will be like for
herself or her grandmother, but she finds out that love has many forms and that
the day turns out okay.

Discussion/Activity Notes

In Halmoni’s Day, Jennifer is not sure how her Korean grandmother will fit
in during her class’s celebration of Grandparents Day. In Hooray for Grandparent’s
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Day!, Arnie has a problem. He has no grandparents who are available to come to
his class’s celebration. When he shares that information with several of his adult
friends, he finds that he has more support than he ever realized. Both children (or
animals as children) display a lack of confidence in how their classmates will ac-
cept their differences, but they go ahead (persist) and do what they can regarding
the celebration. Their persistence eventually shows them that if they do the right
thing, they can be sure that the situation will turn out okay. In both stories others
show that they care—by accepting and honoring Jennifer’s grandmother and by
showing up to support Arnie and make him feel comfortable with Grandparents
Day.

�*�� �� �	���	 ������� ��� ��� ��
�	+�$�'� ���	� �� ���������,��	"	�
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—M. E. Kerr, Gentlehands

• Plan a grandparents day at your school. You don’t have to wait for the
official holiday (see below). Create and send invitations asking your
grandparents (or if your grandparents live too far away, invite an elderly
neighbor or friend) to your classroom. Serve cookies and punch and in-
terview your grandparents regarding the traditions they shared while
they were growing up.

• Ask: Have you even been concerned or unsure about the outcome of an
event? Did the event turn out fine in the end? Why or why not? How do
you feel about the event now? Would you feel confidence about a simi-
lar event today?

Bits and Pieces
In 1944 Cecil B. DeMille directed a movie star-

ring Gary Cooper—a movie based on events that
took place during World War II, when some wounded
sailors were left behind while others were evacuated to
Australia. The movie portrays the confidence and heroic
efforts of Dr. Corydon M. Wassell, who stayed to help
with the sailors left behind. He ignored U.S. Navy orders
to abandon his bedridden patients when the Japanese over-
ran the island. He felt certain they all would survive. He
arranged passage for some and then stayed in the jungle
with eight others, enduring air attacks until he could man-
age to put the remaining patients on a steamer to Australia.
Dr. Wassell had confidence and a caring attitude. President
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Franklin Delano Roosevelt told Wassell’s story during
one of his wartime fireside chats broadcast to the nation on
radio. Dr. Clifton R. Cleaveland, a former college presi-
dent, mentioned Wassell’s courage in a speech he made
when honoring five physicians who had inspired him.
Wassell was the subject of a book by James Hilton, The
Story of Dr. Wassell (Little, Brown, 1943). Today little in-
formation is in print about Dr. Wassell, but this makes his
story no less compelling. Information about what Dr.
Cleaveland said about Dr. Wassell is online at <http://www
.acponline.org/journals/news/may01/heroes.htm>.

• Marian McQuade originated the idea of Grandparents Day. She wanted
to ease the loneliness of the elderly in nursing homes and to encourage
grandchildren to tap their grandparents’ wisdom and heritage. In 1978
President Jimmy Carter proclaimed that the nation would celebrate
Grandparents Day every year on the first Sunday in September follow-
ing Labor Day. Find out more about Grandparents Day by visiting the
National Grandparents Day Web site at <http://www.grandparents-day
.com/>. Complete some of the activities on the site.

• Visit the National Grandparents Day WebQuest for Schools at <http://www
.grandparents-day.net/> and complete some of the activities.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, grandparents, Grandparents Day, Korean Americans, persistence

Collaborative Readings

Carlson, Nancy L. Hooray for Grandparent’s Day! Viking Childrens Books,
2000. Picture Book (FC)

Brown, Marc. Arthur’s Underwear

Brown, Marc. Arthur’s Underwear. Little, Brown, 1999.
Transitional (FC)

Binky’s ripped pants reveal his red polka-dot underwear. At the time Arthur
thinks Binky’s plight is hilarious. But then Arthur begins to dream about the
same thing happening to him. He fears that others will see his white underwear.
Buster, Arthur’s friend, tells the other kids about Arthur’s fears. Finally, the
worst thing happens—Arthur’s pants do rip. But Arthur finds he is able to sur-
vive the incident and in doing so gains a new level of confidence.
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Discussion/Activity Notes

By facing a fear, either voluntarily or from necessity, people often find that
it is less frightening than they had imagined. Even if the situation is as imagined,
one can often find strength and emerge less fearful of encountering the same sit-
uation again. Questions to discuss: How did Arthur find himself in a situation
where he was confronted by his fears? Do you think he would react in the same
manner as he did if Binky were to rip his pants again? How do you think Arthur’s
(and the other kids’) behavior would change? Do you think that the fact that
Arthur ripped his pants will help him face other fears?

• Ask: Did anything ever happen to you that made you uncomfortable or
embarrassed you? How did you handle the situation? Could you have
handled it differently?

• If one of your classmates accidentally ripped his or her pants, what
would you do to help make the situation less embarrassing? How would
you want your friends to handle the situation if you ripped your pants?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, embarrassment, humor

Collaborative Readings

Marc Brown has created many books about Arthur and his friends. There
are three types of books about them: Arthur chapter books have a general read-
ing level of 3.0; Arthur adventure titles are picture books that focus on school or
family situations that primary and intermediate students will relate to; and the
early chapter books that are part of the Step into Reading series mimic the for-
mat of the Arthur chapter books mentioned first. Altogether Brown has created
dozens of titles about this lovable character. Each focuses on some aspect of ev-
eryday life and generally features a character trait that you might discuss in
terms of building good citizenship. The following list includes a title from each
series:

Brown, Marc. Arthur Accused! (Arthur Adventure series, no. 5). Little, Brown,
1998. Transitional (FC)

———. Arthur, Clean Your Room! (Step into Reading). Random House, 1999.
Transitional (FC)

———. Arthur’s Mystery Envelope. (Arthur Chapter Book). Little, Brown,
1998. Early Reader (FC)

———. Arthur’s Nose. (25th Anniversary Edition). Little, Brown, 2001.
Picture Book (FC)
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Cline-Ransome, Lesa. Satchel Paige

Cline-Ransome, Lesa. Satchel Paige. Illustrated by James Ran-
some. Simon & Schuster, 2000. Picture Book (B)

When young LeRoy Paige was not carrying bags at the depot, he practiced
pitching baseballs. His coach at school had told him, “You concentrate on base-
ball, and you might make something of yourself.” So he did. Paige spent twenty
years in the Negro leagues until he was drafted in 1948 as the first black pitcher
in the major leagues. He was legendary for his confidence, at one time telling the
outfielders, “Why don’t you all have a seat. Won’t be needing you on this one.”

Discussion/Activity Notes

From a very early age LeRoy “Satchel” Paige knew he wanted to play ball
(goalsetting), and he wanted to be good at it. Every chance he got he practiced
pitching (discipline). He practiced until he was so good that, despite the barriers
to those of his skin color, he was drafted into the major leagues. As the first Afri-
can American to pitch in the major leagues he knew he had to excel—and he did.

• Ask: How did Satchel Paige show others that he was confident? Some
people are “overly confident,” meaning that they think they can succeed
but have not done the work to ensure their success. What did Satchel do
to ensure his success—success that warrants his level of confidence?

• Ask: Is there some task that you would like to be confident you can do?
What could you do to earn that confidence?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Baseball, discipline, goalsetting, positive attitude, success orientation, teamwork

Collaborative Readings

Lipman, David. Maybe I’ll Pitch Forever: A Great Baseball Player Tells the Hilar-
ious Story Behind the Legend. With LeRoy Satchel Paige and John B.
Holway. University of Nebraska Press, 1993. Picture Book ( I )

McKissack, Patricia, and Fredrick McKissack. Satchel Paige: The Best Arm in
Baseball. (Great African Americans series). Illustrated by Michael David
Biegel. Enslow Publishers, 1992. Picture Book (B)
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Cox, Judy. Mean, Mean Maureen Green

Cox, Judy. Mean, Mean Maureen Green. Illustrated by Cynthia
Fisher. Holiday House, 1999. Picture Book (FC)

The school bully, Maureen, will be riding the same school bus as Lilley.
That does not please Lilley at all. She considers her options: riding her bike,
walking, making friends with Maureen, and her friend’s suggestion—engaging
in “open warfare.” She dismisses all of the options for one reason or another.
When Lilley realizes that her own fear is her major problem, she sets out to chal-
lenge that apprehension. Conquering it allows her to get on her bike again and to
face Maureen’s aggressive behavior.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Lilley learns that she needs to face her fear and develop confidence in order
to confront the school’s bully. When she sees Maureen with a case of chicken
pox and in a bunny nightgown, Lilley realizes that she can deal with her fear. In
What a Wimp! it is Barney who must confront his fears, and in Willy the Wimp
Willy must build his confidence. Lilley finds she must face her fears and de-
velop confidence by realizing that she can do so. Barney and Willy, on the other
hand, build confidence by becoming more able physically—but then they real-
ize that all they really need is confidence.

• Ask: What is the difference between being confident and being a bully?

• Ask: Has anyone ever bullied you? How? (Caution children not to name
names but simply to describe the situation.)

• Discuss: How could these bullying incidents be handled if they happen
at school? How could they be handled if they take place in your neigh-
borhood or elsewhere?

• Discuss: What is the line between tattling and “informing someone
about a situation”?

• Discuss: When is it a good idea to tell someone about a threat?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Bullies, confidence, courage, problem solving

Collaborative Readings

Browne, Anthony. Willy the Wimp. Dragonfly Books, 1989. Picture Book (FC)

Carrick, Carol. What a Wimp! Houghton Mifflin, 1988 repr. Full-Length (FC)

Mauser. Pat Rhoads. A Bundle of Sticks. Atheneum, 1983. Full-Length (FC)

Polacco, Patricia. Welcome Comfort. Philomel Books, 1999. Picture Book (FC)
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Gorbachev, Valeri. Peter’s Picture

Gorbachev, Valeri. Peter’s Picture. North South Books, 2000.
Picture Book  (FC)

Peter draws a big orange flower and is rather proud of his work. But on the
way home everyone who sees his picture offers a suggestion to make the picture
even better. Peter starts to think that no one really likes his picture. However,
once he gets home, his parents know just what to do with the picture.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Peter feels self-assured until his friends provide suggestions. Then his con-
fidence begins to wane, that is, until his parents express their pleasure with the
picture and proudly display it. Although Peter’s confidence diminishes for a
time, it is bolstered by his parents’ support. A similar situation takes place in A
Kiss for Little Bear but to a lesser degree. In Pete’s Chicken by Harriet Ziefert,
the teacher does not choose Pete’s unique picture of a chicken for the bulletin
board display, but in a convincing display of confidence Pete proudly displays
his picture of a bird with purple feet, blue wings, and an orange head. He is filled
with confidence in his artistic ability.

• Ask: How do parents help you build confidence in the things you do?
What can they say or do to let you know that your work and efforts are
valued and will benefit your development?

• After discussing a parent’s reaction and positive comments, role-play
situations in which a child has created something unusual—an object, a
picture, or a story. Then ask volunteers to show and say what they would
like their parents to do or say if they brought the object home from
school.

• Give each child a list of every other child’s name. Leave two to three
lines after each name. Ask students to write one positive thing about
each child. Collect the sheets. For each child, create and distribute an in-
dividual collection of the comments about him or her. After the com-
ments have been read, discuss how the comments made them feel.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Art, honesty, positive attitude

Collaborative Readings

Minarik, Else Homelund. A Kiss for Little Bear. Illustrated by Maurice Sendak.
HarperCollins Juvenile Books, 1968. Transitional  (FC)

Ziefert, Harriet. Pete’s Chicken. Illustrated by Laura Rader. Tambourine, 1994.
Picture Book (FC)
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Hopkinson, Deborah. Maria’s Comet

Hopkinson, Deborah. Maria’s Comet. Illustrated by Deborah
Lanino. Atheneum/Anne Schwartz, 1999. Picture Book (TA)

Maria Mitchell is a young girl who observes her father as he watches the
sky’s treasures: stars and moons and comets glowing in the sky. She also helps
with the care of her eight siblings. She and her brother Andrew share stories in
an attic hideaway. Andrew’s love is the sea—Marie’s is the sky. She declares, “I
will be an explorer.” She means to explore the skies and then adds “Maybe
someday, I’ll even find a comet.”

Discussion/Activity Notes

Maria’s Comet is based on the life of astronomer Maria Mitchell. The story
shows how the quest for excellence begins at a young age and often involves the
development of self-assurance. Maria’s steadfast focus on learning more about
the skies illustrates her level of confidence. After reading this book and other
readings about Mitchell—including the author’s note at the end of the
book—discuss ways in which Maria’s behavior shows that she possesses
self-confidence.

• Ask: How did this behavior, her confidence, help her become a
well-known scientist, teacher, and mentor?

• List ways that confidence might help a person to succeed.

• Ask each student to write a paragraph about something they would like
to know more about. What do they already know about the topic? How
do they think they can learn more about it?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Astronomy, initiative, persistence, science, women’s issues

Collaborative Readings

Gormley, Beatrice. Maria Mitchell: The Soul of an Astronomer. (Women of
Spirit). William B. Eerdmans, 1995. Picture Book  (B)

McPherson, Stephanie Sammartino. Rooftop Astronomer: A Story About Maria
Mitchell. (Creative Minds). Illustrated by Hetty Mitchell. Carolrhoda,
1990. Picture Book (B)

Wright, Helen. Sweeper in the Sky: The Life of Maria Mitchell. Attic Studio
Press, 1997. Picture Book (B)
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—William Pitt, Earl of Chatham
(1708–1778)

McKee, David. Elmer and the Kangaroo

McKee, David. Elmer and the Kangaroo. HarperCollins, 2000.
Picture Book  (FC)

In Elmer and the Kangaroo, Elmer helps Kangaroo develop confidence in
his ability to jump. Kangaroo is able to bounce very well, but whenever he
thinks that he must jump, he just can’t do it. Elmer helps him to think about
bouncing—and bouncing high is what he does. It’s all a matter of having confi-
dence in being able to do what one needs to do.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Elmer is an elephant with a patchwork hide. In the first book about
him—Elmer, the Patchwork Elephant—Elmer feels left out because he is differ-
ent, but his jungle friends accept him and even celebrate his uniqueness. In the
other books about him, Elmer finds a way to help others feel good or deal with
their problems. In each book he shows a sense of caring and friendship. A theme
of confidence runs through each of these books—because by helping his friends
accept themselves or find a lost teddy bear, for example, Elmer helps them to
have confidence enough to be themselves.

• Ask: Why was Kangaroo afraid to jump? What did he think might hap-
pen? How did Elmer help Kangaroo become self-assured?

• Ask: How can we help others have confidence in the things they would
like to do? What do you feel confident about (e.g., tying your shoe,
jumping rope, drawing)? Why? Is there anything you would like to be
more confident about being able to do? How could you, your class-
mates, or your family help develop that confidence?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, friendship, kangaroos, physical education, positive attitude

Collaborative Readings

McKee, David. Elmer and the Lost Teddy. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1999.
Picture Book  (FC)

———. Elmer and Wilbur. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1996. Picture Book (FC)
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———. Elmer, the Patchwork Elephant. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1968, 1989
reprint. Picture Book (FC)

———. Elmer’s Friends. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1994. Picture Book (FC)

Rodriguez, Bobbie. Sarah’s Sleepover

Rodriguez, Bobbie. Sarah’s Sleepover. Illustrated by Mark Gra-
ham. Penguin Putnam, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

Sarah is blind, and she has invited her five cousins for a sleepover. When a
fuse blows out and leaves the girls in the dark, Sarah comes to the rescue. She
makes her way to the phone so she can call her parents to come home and fix the
fuse.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Darkness can be very scary, and children may be afraid of the howling of
the wind and other unsettling noises. However, in Sarah’s Sleepover, Sarah dis-
plays a sense of confidence because she is used to being in the dark and does not
really consider the situation to be frightening. In Kline’s book (below), Herbie
must develop a sense of confidence and learn how to deal with the things that
frighten him. The same is true in Waber’s tale. In Ira Sleeps Over, Ira’s favorite
teddy bear helps him to be confident—or secure—enough to deal with a scary or
uneasy situation. In Patricia Polacco’s Thundercake, Grandmother attempts to
distract a young girl and to help her know that the thunder is only the sound of
the lightening that is miles away.

• Ask: What do you do when you are scared? Have you ever helped any-
one else when they were scared? How did you help them?

• Ask: When you are scared, is there anything that others can do to help
you feel better?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Blindness, cousins, positive attitude, sleepovers

Collaborative Readings

Kline, Suzy. Herbie Jones and the Dark Attic. Illustrated by Richard Williams.
Viking, 1993. Transitional (FC)

Polacco, Patricia. Thundercake. Philomel Books, 1990. Picture Book (FC)

Waber, Bernard. Ira Sleeps Over. Houghton Mifflin, 1973. Picture Book (FC)
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QUICK PICKS

�Bowen, Fred. The Golden Glove

Bowen, Fred. The Golden Glove. Illustrated by Jim Thorpe. Peachtree, 1996.
Transitional (FC)

Jamie loses first his lucky glove and subsequently his confidence in his
own abilities. However, during this story Jamie learns that confidence is not
about his glove but about his efforts to succeed. Bowen’s author’s note details
information about Honus Wagner, a member of the Hall of Fame who used a
glove with neither a web nor a pocket. The story of Wagner’s exploits inspired
The Golden Glove.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Baseball, courage

�Cooney, Barbara. Eleanor

Cooney, Barbara. Eleanor. Viking, 1996. Picture Book (B)

This biography of Eleanor Roosevelt, the wartime First Lady of the New
Deal, focuses on her early life. Eleanor was ridiculed as a child for her plain and
old-fashioned appearance. Orphaned at nine, she grew in self-confidence with
the help of a boarding-school headmistress. She became one of the most beloved
first ladies in our history and used her influence to help and care for the “down-
trodden” citizens of the world.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, Eleanor Roosevelt, goalsetting, honoring justice, success orienta-
tion, U.S. history

�Goble, Paul. Iktomi and the Boulder: A Plains Indian Story

Goble, Paul. Iktomi and the Boulder: A Plains Indian Story. Orchard, 1988.
Picture Book (FL)

Iktomi, a Plains Indian trickster, uses the assistance of some bats to defeat a
boulder. The story explains why the Great Plains are covered with small stones.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, folk literature (Native American), goalsetting, honoring
justice, perseverance, positive attitude, success orientation, trickster tales

38 2—CONFIDENCE

FC-fiction FH-fiction, historical I-informational B-biography FL-folk literature TA-true account



�Goble, Paul. Iktomi and the Buzzard: A Plains Indian Story

Goble, Paul. Iktomi and the Buzzard: A Plains Indian Story. Orchard, 1998.
Picture Book (FL)

Iktomi is all decked out in his eagle feathers and on his way to a powwow
when a river blocks his way. He sweet-talks Buzzard into giving him a ride
across the river, but, thinking Buzzard can’t see him, he then makes rude signs
behind Buzzard’s back. However, Buzzard sees Iktomi’s shadow and promptly
dumps him in the river. Iktomi manages to get rescued but not without bruising
his pride a little.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, folk literature (Native American), goalsetting, honoring
justice, perseverance, positive attitude, success orientation, trickster tales

�Hopkinson, Deborah. Fannie in the Kitchen: The Whole Story
from Soup to Nuts of How Fannie Farmer Invented Recipes
with Precise Measurements

Hopkinson, Deborah. Fannie in the Kitchen: The Whole Story from Soup to Nuts
of How Fannie Farmer Invented Recipes with Precise Measurements. Il-
lustrated by Nancy Carpenter. Atheneum/Anne Schwartz, 2001.

Picture Book (FH)

This fictionalized account tells how Fannie Merritt Farmer developed the
confidence to move from being a mother’s helper in the Shaw household to
opening a cooking school, using her recipes with precise measurements and
methods for food preparation.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Cooking, mathematics, measurements

�Piper, Watty. The Little Engine That Could

Piper, Watty. The Little Engine That Could. Illustrated by Doris Hauman.
Grosset and Dunlap, 1978. Picture Book (FC)

This classic is the cornerstone for all books about persistence and having
the confidence to realize that effort can make things happen. When the little en-
gine is faced with difficulty in getting a train up over a hill, he persists against all
odds, and because he “thinks he can” he finally succeeds. His confidence brings
him over the top, literally and figuratively.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Persistence, positive attitude, trains
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CHAPTER

3
������

3—COURAGE3—Courage

Courage is a firmness of mind and
will in the face of danger or extreme
difficulty. It is the ability to stand up
to challenges and to support unpopu-
lar causes.

Bits and Pieces
Heroes are sometimes famous, but they can also

be ordinary people—people who do extraordinary
things because of their courage, integrity, faith, and com-
passion. Seek out stories of courage in your own commu-
nity. Talk to local veterans’ organizations, visit schools,
talk to members of civic or nonprofit organizations, and
gather names of people who might be candidates for your
collection of stories about local heroes. Interview the peo-
ple, if possible, and the people who know them. Tell their
hero stories in a narrative and then compile the stories into
a classroom book titled “Courage in Our Community.”

Ajmera, Maya, and Michael J. Regan.
Let the Games Begin!

Ajmera, Maya, and Michael J. Regan. Let the Games Begin!
Charlesbridge Publishing, 2000. Picture Book ( I )

The philosophy of sport—practice, sportsmanship, teamwork, and compe-
tition—is the focus of each two-page spread in this book. Each spread includes
several photographs of children and a highlighted quote. The photos are grouped
by theme rather than sport. Themes focus on winning and losing, overcoming
obstacles, practice, and teamwork. The highlighted quotes help to reinforce the
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concept that even though children may come from many different lands and
cultural backgrounds, they have something in common. The entire book offers
advice to the reader on the ins and outs of participation.

����	 �����	 �� ��� ��	 ��	��	 �� �	��
������	����	�������	���

—Mark Twain

Discussion/Activity Notes

Each of these books shows extraordinary people who are exhibiting char-
acteristics we associate with strength and setting goals. Discuss the traits each
person exhibits.

• Focus on specific pages and discuss what common trait the characters
are demonstrating.

• After the group has identified each trait, ask students to think about how
they could show that trait in a skit. Designate time for students to de-
velop a skit and to practice it for sharing with their classmates.

����	 �����	 �� ����� ���	� ��	� ���
�	�������

—Frank L. Baum, The Wizard of Oz

• Ask: Are there any people in our community that you think exemplify
these same traits? (NOTE: If students cannot identify anyone, ask them
to discuss the trait with their parents or the adults in their household.
Perhaps together they can identify someone in the neighborhood or
community. Ask the students to share those names and something about
the person.) Write a biographical sketch of the person they identify.

Bits and Pieces
In Frank Baum’s classic tale, The Wizard of Oz,

the Cowardly Lion appears very courageous when he
first meets Dorothy, the Scarecrow, and the Tin Man.
However, he wants the Wizard of Oz to give him the cour-
age he actually lacks. This classic tale is available in many
editions. Read and discuss the lion’s quest for courage.
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Does the absence of courage necessarily make one a cow-
ard? In the story the Wizard gives the lion the Medal of
Courage. Why and how did the lion earn that medal? To
whom would you give a Medal of Courage?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Competition, perseverance, persistence, physical education, positive attitude,
sports

Collaborative Readings

Ajmera, Maya, et al. Extraordinary Girls. Charlesbridge Publishing, 1999.
Picture Book (B)

Coles, Robert. The Story of Ruby Bridges

Coles, Robert. The Story of Ruby Bridges. Illustrated by George
Ford. Scholastic, 1995. Picture Book  (B)

This is the true story of six-year-old Ruby Bridges, who in 1960 was one of
the first African-American students to integrate Frantz Elementary School in
New Orleans. Accompanied by federal troops, Ruby entered the school each
day facing the disapproval and taunts of the white students and their families. As
white parents took their children out of school, Ruby continued attending until
she was the only child left in the classroom.

Discussion/Activity Notes

The preceding title and the following ones recount the great courage a little
girl displayed in the face of many obstacles. With angry crowds yelling and
shouting as she entered the school escorted by federal troops, Ruby never
wavered in her daily trek. She even became the subject of a Norman Rockwell
cover illustration for Life magazine.

Bits and Pieces
An Internet site (http://www.homeofheroes.com

/profiles/) titled “Profiles in Courage” presents stories
of several recipients of the Medal of Honor, the United
States of America’s highest honor. These stories tell of the
courage that earned these men this mark of distinction.
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• Ask: Why do you think Ruby’s parents wanted her to go to Frantz Ele-
mentary School? Do you think Ruby herself wanted to go? Why did she
go?

• Discuss: What gave Ruby the courage to go to school each day? How do
you think she kept from reacting to those who taunted her?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

African Americans, civil rights, integration, perseverance, positive attitude,
U.S. history

�,������ �����	� 

 ���	� "����	� 
��	
��	����	������

—Winston Churchill

Collaborative Readings

Bridges, Ruby. Through My Eyes. Scholastic, 1999. Transitional (B)

Libraries for the Future. “My Hero Project.” (Online) <http://www.myhero.com/>
(Accessed May 2001).

Sorrentino, Scott. Ruby Bridges. Little, Brown, 1998. Picture Book (B)

Bits and Pieces
A transcript of a Public Broadcast Systems in-

terview with the adult Ruby Bridges is available on
the PBS Internet site at <http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb
/race_relations/jan-june97/bridges_2-18.html>. Informa-
tion about Ruby Bridges is also part of the “My Hero” site
mentioned earlier. Forty years later, Ruby Bridges is still
fighting racism in schools. A CNN story about her present
work is available online at <http://www.cnn.com/2000/US
/11/14/ruby.bridges.ap/>. More background about her is
available on the official Web site of the Ruby Bridges
Foundation at <http://www.rubybridges.net/>.
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Hopkinson, Deborah. Sweet Clara and the
Freedom Quilt

Hopkinson, Deborah. Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt. Illus-
trated by James Ransome. Alfred A. Knopf, 1993.

Picture Book (FH)

As a young girl, Clara was taken away from her mother and sold to the mas-
ters of Verona Plantation. She was taught how to sew and eventually became a
house slave. She saved the scraps of cloth from her sewing and made a quilt us-
ing these salvaged bits of material. Each piece was carefully crafted to show a
route to freedom. The escape route became known to her as she overheard con-
versations in the kitchen and family rooms. Her quilt helped many slaves to
travel to freedom, including Clara.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Slavery was a deplorable experience for African Americans. They were
forced to work without pay for their owners, who dictated where the slaves
lived, what they ate, and how much and how they worked. The consequences of
escaping or attempting to escape were harsh. It took a great deal of courage to
escape. Helping others to escape called for another level of courage that only a
few were able to reach. Clara’s courageous efforts to help others learn the route
to freedom are commendable. If she had been caught, her life would surely have
been in jeopardy.

���	������ �����	��	��&�������
—Andrew Jackson

• Ask: What might have happened if Clara’s master had realized that her
quilt was really a freedom map? Do you think Clara showed courage?
Does anyone else in the story show courage? Explain how.

• Have older students research other ways that slaves helped each other
escape to freedom (e.g., code words).

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

African Americans, caring, discipline, goalsetting, positive attitude, slavery,
success orientation, Underground Railroad, U.S. history

Hopkinson, Deborah. Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt 45

FC-fiction FH-fiction, historical I-informational B-biography FL-folk literature TA-true account



Collaborative Readings

Adler, David A. A Picture Book of Harriet Tubman. (Picture Book Biography
series). Illustrated by Samuel Byrd. Holiday House, 1992. Picture Book (B)

Hamilton, Virginia. “Carrying the Running-Aways.” in The People Could Fly:
American Black Folktales. Illustrated by Leo Dillon and Diane Dillon. Alfred
A. Knopf/Random House, 1987. Picture Book (FL)

Schroeder, Alan. Minty: A Story of Young Harriet Tubman. Illustrated by Jerry
Pinkney. Dial Books for Young Readers, 1999. Picture Book (TA)

Medearis, Michael, and Angela Shelf Medearis.
Daisy and the Doll

Medearis, Michael, and Angela Shelf Medearis. Daisy and the
Doll. (The Family Heritage series). Illustrated by Larry John-
son. Vermont Folklife Center, 2000. Picture Book (FH)

In the 1890s Daisy Turner, a young African-American child, attends
school in rural Vermont. When her teacher gives her a doll with a coal black
face—as part of the exercises for the end of the school year—Daisy realizes
that, like the doll, she has her own color, a color much different from that of her
classmates. Her speech, which is intended to represent her “nationality,” is one
that takes courage to present. But with that courage Daisy is able to assert her
individualism.

�*��� ���	� �� ������ ���"������� ��
�	���

��	����	���������	�������	��

—Jane Leslie Conly,
Rasco and the Rats of NIMH

Discussion/Activity Notes

Giving a speech in a classroom where Daisy is the only child who is “dif-
ferent” requires a lot of confidence and, in this particular case, a lot of courage.

• Ask: How did the doll with its coal black face shape Daisy’s image of
herself? Why do you think she is able to present the truth when she is
asked to speak at the end-of-the-year program? What might Daisy have
done to keep her courage in front of the audience?
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• Ask: Have you ever been the “different” one? How did you manage it?
What could others have done to make you feel better about the situa-
tion? What would you do if put in a similar situation today?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

African Americans, honesty, pride, U.S. history

Collaborative Readings

Abdul-Jabbar, Kareem, et al. Black Profiles in Courage: A Legacy of African-
American Achievement. Avon, 2000. Full-Length  (B)

Bello, Mary A., and Mary Harding Bell. Of Hope, Courage, and Life. American
Library Press, 2001. Full-Length   (B)

Wildsmith, Brian. The Bremen Town Band

Wildsmith, Brian. The Bremen Town Band. Oxford University Press,
2000. Picture Book (FL)

No longer useful to their owners, a donkey, a dog, a cat, and a cockerel
(rooster) are sent away from their respective homes. They meet, quickly become
friends, and decide to travel together to join the Bremen Town Band. Along the
way they find a house to stay in overnight, but unbeknownst to them a group of
thieves has been using the house as a hideaway. The four would-be musicians
manage to outsmart the thieves and keep the house as their home.

Discussion/Activity Notes

In various versions of the “Bremen Town Musicians” tale, including the
“Jack and the Robber” variants, castoffs join together to make a new life for
themselves. Almost by happenstance they come across a home in the woods.
The robbers who inhabit the house return home and are met by the animals. In
the dark the thieves mistake the animals for more dangerous beings. The ani-
mals’ courage in holding firm is evidenced by the fact that they know the thieves
are dangerous yet do not realize how dangerous their hooves, claws, and crow-
ing will seem to the thieves. The result is that the thieves are driven off and the
animals (and Jack in some stories) are able to establish a home for themselves.
Some readers may view this story as one of problem solving, and in some ways
the main characters’ actions may indicate that trait, but for the most part the ani-
mals (and Jack) do not really plan to mislead the thieves into thinking they are
more dangerous. They are simply showing their courage by maintaining their
place in the house—and protecting themselves.
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—Alice Dalgliesh,
The Courage of Sarah Noble

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, bands, cooperation, folk literature (German), musicians, team-
work, thieves

Collaborative Readings

Bennett, Jill. Jack and the Robbers. Illustrated by Val Biro. Star Bright Books,
1998. Picture Book  (FL)

Chase, Richard. “Jack and the Robbers” in Jack Tales. Illustrated by Berkeley
Williams Jr. Houghton Mifflin, 1943, 1993 repr. Picture Book (FL)

Grimm, Jacob, and Wilhelm Grimm. The Bremen Town Musicians: A Tale. Il-
lustrated by Hans Fischer. North South Books, 1998. Picture Book (FL)

QUICK PICKS

�Aliki. Marianthe’s Story: Painted Words, Spoken Memories

Aliki. Marianthe’s Story: Painted Words, Spoken Memories. Greenwillow,
1998. Picture Book  (FH)

Two stories are told in one narrative. Marianthe is an immigrant who expe-
riences trying moments dealing with unkind classmates who are less than empa-
thetic with her struggles. Her courage in dealing with these incidents is evident.
However, her teacher is patient and kind, and eventually Marianthe is able to
share the story of her baby brother’s death and the rejoicing by friends and fam-
ily when twin brothers are born.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes
Birth, family, immigration, kindness, patience

Bits and Pieces
Courage is not based on reckless behavior. Dr.

Jonas Salk was asked about his courage on May 9,
1955, when he administered an experimental vaccine for
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polio to himself, his wife, and their three sons. In response
to the inquiry he said, “It is courage based on confidence,
not daring, and it is confidence based on experience.”

�DeFelice, Cynthia C. Lostman’s River

DeFelice, Cynthia C. Lostman’s River. Macmillan, 1994. Picture Book (FC)

After thirteen-year-old Tyler MacCauley’s family flees to the Everglades
to escape Tyler’s father’s possible murder charge, the family lives in virtual
poverty. Tyler gains a Seminole friend who teaches him about the Everglades
and shows him a spectacular rookery of birds. When Tyler is offered a job as a
guide to an eccentric scientist, he accepts, only to find out that the man is just an-
other greedy plume hunter. Loyalty, honor, and trust are all called into play.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Birds, Everglades, friendship, honesty, loyalty, Native Americans, prob-
lem solving

�Lorbiecki, Marybeth. Sister Anne’s Hands

Lorbiecki, Marybeth. Sister Anne’s Hands. Illustrated by Wendy Popp. Dial,
1998. Picture Book (FH)

During the 1960s racial prejudice was prevalent in the United States. When
Sister Anne, a black nun, comes to teach in their school, the children, including
Anna, are somewhat uncomfortable. Anna avoids touching Sister Anne’s hand,
but eventually Anna and her classmates bond with the nun and enjoy learning in
Sister Anne’s classroom. In the existing political climate it takes great courage
for Anna and her classmates to put the message of intolerance aside and to em-
brace someone with skin “darker than any person’s I’d ever known.”

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

African Americans, flexibility, humor, patience, perseverance, prejudices,
tolerance

�Mochizuki, Ken. Passage to Freedom: The Sugihara Story

Mochizuki, Ken. Passage to Freedom: The Sugihara Story. Illustrated by Dom
Lee. Lee and Low, 1997. Picture Book (TA)

Passage to Freedom is the tale of a courageous man who saved the lives of
approximately 10,000 Jews while he was a Japanese diplomat in Lithuania in
1940. Defying his government’s explicit orders, each night he handwrote exit
visas for Jews attempting to escape from the Nazis. The diplomat’s son, Hiroki
Sugihara, who was just five years old at the time, tells the story.
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, Holocaust, initiative, integrity, Japanese history, Jews, Lithuania,
world history, World War II

�*�� ����� ������	 ��"	�� �� �����	
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— Maia Wojciechowska, Shadow of a Bull

�Polacco, Patricia. Thundercake

Polacco, Patricia. Thundercake. Philomel Books, 1990. Picture Book (FC)

Thunder frightens a little girl whose fears are diverted by Grandma’s sug-
gestion that they bake a “thundercake.” Collecting the ingredients—including
eggs from feisty hens—still takes courage.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Cooking, fear, grandmothers, problem solving, storms

�San Souci, Robert D. Kate Shelley: Bound for Legend

San Souci, Robert D. Kate Shelley: Bound for Legend. Illustrated by Max
Ginsburg. Dial, 1995. Picture Book (TA)

�Wetterer, Margaret. Kate Shelley and the Midnight Express

Wetterer, Margaret. Kate Shelley and the Midnight Express. Carolrhoda, 1991.
Picture Book  (TA)

In the late 1800s Kate Shelley, realizing that the railroad bridge has washed
out in a storm, knows that she must warn the stationmaster of the imminent dan-
ger to an oncoming passenger train. She courageously sets out in the dark—in
the storm—to cross a trestle bridge and give the warning.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, confidence, initiative, positive attitude, storms, trains
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CHAPTER

4
��������

4—CURIOSITY4—Curiosity

Curiosity is a desire to learn, investi-
gate, or know. It is an interest leading
to exploration or inquiry.

Ackerman, Karen. Song and Dance Man

Ackerman, Karen. Song and Dance Man. Illustrated by Stephen
Gammel. Random House, 1989. Picture Book  (FC)

Grandpa used to be a vaudeville man, and he performed his song-and-dance
routine for many audiences. One day his grandchildren follow him up to the
attic, where they discover the props he used in his vaudeville act, and he shows
them his routine.

Discussion/Activity Notes

The young children’s curiosity led them to be very attentive when their
grandfather offered to share his old song-and-dance routine with them. They
also showed a caring nature when they listened eagerly to the stories of his expe-
riences. Similarly, the young boy in Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge by
Mem Fox displays his curiosity when he explores the meaning of memories and
shows his caring nature when he tries to bring memories to the residents of a
nursing home.

• Ask: Have you ever wondered about the complete story or background
of something you have heard your grandparents or someone older
speaking about? Were you been able to satisfy your curiosity? How?

• Discuss: How does curiosity help to make you a better person? What are
some socially acceptable ways to satisfy your curiosity?

• Have students interview their grandparents (or other older friend) about
their experiences (e.g., fighting in a war, working on a farm). Then they
can use the information they collect to write a story.
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, dance, grandparents, intergenerational friendship, music

Collaborative Readings

Fox, Mem. Wilfred Gordon McDonald Partridge. Illustrated by Julie Vivas.
Kane/Miller Book Publishers, 1985. Picture Book  (FC)

Rylant, Cynthia. When I Was Young in the Mountains. Illustrated by Diane
Goode. Dutton, 1992 repr. Picture Book (FC)

Harrison, David L. Farmer’s Garden:
Rhymes for Two Voices

Harrison, David L. Farmer’s Garden: Rhymes for Two Voices. Il-
lustrated by Arden Johnson-Petrov. Boyds Mills Press, 2000.

Picture Book  (FC)

In these questions and answers written in verse, a curious dog asks the
other animals what they are doing in the garden.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Harrison’s book and those listed as collaborative reading titles all feature
an animal that is curious. Discuss how the animal displays curiosity. Then dis-
cuss the outcome that results from that behavior.

• Ask: Is there another way the animal could satisfy its curiosity with-
out the same results? When is curiosity helpful and when might it be
dangerous?

• Have you ever heard the expression “curiosity killed the cat”? What
does it mean?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, dogs, gardens, persistence
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Collaborative Readings

Duvoisin, Roger. Petunia. Alfred A. Knopf, 2000 reissue (fiftieth anniversary).
Picture Book  (FC)

Rey, H. A., and Margret Rey. Curious George. Houghton Mifflin, 1973 repr.
(NOTE: There are many titles about Curious George, any one of which in-
cludes incidents that you could integrate into a discussion of curiosity.)

Picture Book  (FC)

���� ��	�	 �� ��	 .
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—Rudyard Kipling, “The Elephant’s
Child,” Just So Stories

McGrory, Anik. Mouton’s Impossible Dream

McGrory, Anik. Mouton’s Impossible Dream. Harcourt, 2000.
Picture Book  (TA)

This is a fictionalized account of the sheep, duck, and rooster who were the
first passengers in the historic hot-air balloon flight in 1783. The balloon, engi-
neered by Joseph and Jacque Etienne Montgolfier, lifted off outside Paris at the
palace of Versailles. As in this tale, the real event took place in front of 130,000
spectators. This account tells of the curious animals that ended up being the test
passengers in the maiden hot-air launch because they followed the Montgolfier
brothers to the palace.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Joseph Michel and Jacque Etienne Montgolfier were French papermakers
who invented the hot-air balloon. They lived during the 1700s and conducted
experiments with large bags filled with hot gases produced by burning wool and
moist straw. Their first balloon launch was in 1782, and the first larger balloon
was sent up with three animal passengers in 1783. Learn about the Montgolfier
brothers by reading an encyclopedia article about them and their invention.
Read McGrory’s book and discuss how she incorporated the facts into her work
of fiction.
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Bits and Pieces
Curiosity is a trait that has contributed to the

development of many new inventions. Visit the Na-
tional Inventors Hall of Fame on the Internet at
<http://www.invent.org/>. At this site you can learn about
well-known inventors and about the inventors’ camps
held throughout the United States for young people who
want to develop their curiosity and inventive powers.

• Focus on the element of curiosity by discussing how the author shows
each of the animals to be curious. How does this trait also apply to the
Montgolfier brothers?

• Those in the discussion group might mention something they are curi-
ous about and what type of experiment they could do to determine
whether their idea will work.

• Discuss flying machines and ask students to research one type and then
write about it. Or make up a new type of flying machine and write about
it.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, flights, France, hot-air balloons, ingenuity, problem solving

Collaborative Readings

Bellville, Cheryl Walsh. Flying in a Hot Air Balloon. Lerner, 1993.
Transitional ( I )

Karr, Kathleen. Spy in the Sky. Illustrated by Thomas F. Yezerski. Hyperion
Books, 1997. Early Reader (FH)

Spindler, Ailsa, and Clive McFadden. Hot Air Balloons. Todtri Productions,
1999. Transitional ( I )

Park, Linda Sue. Seesaw Girl

Park, Linda Sue. Seesaw Girl. Illustrated by Jean Tseng and
Mou-Sien Tseng. Houghton Mifflin, 1999. Picture Book (FL)

A girl in seventeenth-century Korea does not leave her family home until
she marries. Jade does not want to jeopardize the honor she is to bring to her
family, but she longs to know about the markets and majestic landscapes beyond
the confines of her family compound.
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Discussion/Activity Notes

Jade, in Seesaw Girl, is as curious as any child can be. Tradition forbids her
to leave her family’s compound until she marries. But she wants to know what is
in the world around her. Her solution is to use her seesaw to catapult herself high
enough to view outside the high walls of her home. She shows a great deal of ini-
tiative and integrity when she comes up with a creative solution without com-
promising her loyalty to her family’s wishes. As in the other books set in Korean
tradition, the cultural responsibilities of females and males play a major role.
When one is denied information or experiences, one’s curiosity about the un-
known is heightened.

• Ask: What makes Jade curious? Do you think she would be so curious if
she were allowed outside of the walls of her home?

• Ask: Have you ever been curious about something that you were not al-
lowed to do or have information about? What did you do to satisfy your
curiosity?

Bits and Pieces
In 1969, while attending college, Emmett Chap-

man was playing his guitar with a small jazz band. He
wondered what would happen if he tapped the strings on
his instrument instead of plucking them. He tried it and
found that “the sound was amazing.” His curiosity led him
to invent the “world-famous Chapman Stick.” After modi-
fying the design, Chapman began playing the unique
stringed instrument with a number of jazz legends in New
York City clubs. Several thousand musicians now play the
Chapman Stick—the instrument that was invented be-
cause its inventor was curious about the sound he could
create if he tapped the guitar strings instead of plucking
them. Find out more about the Chapman Stick on the
Internet at <http://www.stick.org>.
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Linda Sue Park—Author
More information about author

Linda Sue Park and other books she has
written can be located at her Web site,
http://www.lindasuepark.com.



Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Integrity, Korea, Korean traditions, problem solving (creativity), women’s issues

Collaborative Readings

Balgassi, Haemi. Peacebound Trains. Illustrated by Chris K. Soentpiet. Clarion,
1996. Picture Book (FH)

McMahon, Patricia. Chi-Hoon: A Korean Girl. Illustrated by Michael F.
O’Brien. Boyds Mills Press, 1998 repr. Transitional ( I )
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Chris K. Soentpiet—Author and Illustrator
Chris K. Soentpiet’s childhood was less than idyllic. He

was born in Korea. When he was just six, his mother died of
a brain tumor, and a year later almost to the day, his father
was killed in a car accident. Because he was Mormon, his
church found Mormon homes for him and his many siblings.
When he was eight and one of his older sisters was twelve,
they were adopted by a couple in Hawaii. Two years later
the couple moved their family, a total of six children, to Ore-
gon, where the couple eventually divorced. During his high
school years, Chris’s art talent was so evident that one of his
art teachers circulated some of his works in an effort to get a
scholarship for him. Chris got a scholarship and then trav-
eled alone to Brooklyn, where he attended Pratt Art Institute
and worked construction jobs to pay for his living expenses.
Throughout his life he faced adversity, but once he met Ted
Lewin he knew he wanted to be a children’s book artist. He
says that “I lived on instant noodle soup for a long time until
I got somewhere. But I also learned that when you really
want something, you have to discipline yourself and go for
it, no matter how difficult.” Chris Soentpiet has now illus-
trated many books, including Molly Bannaky by Alice
McGill (Houghton Mifflin, 1999) and Coolies by Yin
(Philomel Books, 2001). To find out more about Chris K.
Soentpiet and his life and work, go to his Web site at
<http://www.soentpiet.com>.



Thimmesh, Catherine. Girls Think of Everything:
Stories of Ingenious Inventions by Women

Thimmesh, Catherine. Girls Think of Everything: Stories of Inge-
nious Inventions by Women. Illustrated by Melissa Sweet.
Houghton Mifflin, 2000. Full-Length (B)

The stories of ten women and two girls take up a few pages each. They in-
clude lesser-known tales about the invention of the windshield wiper by a
woman who was concerned about a bus driver’s ability to see, and the
better-known story of Ruth Wakefield, who invented Toll House cookies. The
book encourages young inventors with information about how to patent one’s
invention and with profiles of two young inventors including Becky Schroeder,
who invented Glo-paper because she wanted to write in the dark.

Bits and Pieces
Cyril Stanley Smith, professor emeritus at the

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, has stated
that necessity is not the mother of invention but rather that
the roots of invention lie in curiosity. Necessity promotes
improvements on the invention, but it is curiosity that cre-
ates it—especially “aesthetic curiosity.”

Discussion/Activity Notes

Curiosity is a key component in the accomplishments of many inventors.
But the real story is the way they follow through with their initial discoveries or
inventions. Inventions can be lost when people who do not believe in the value
and appropriateness of new ideas convince those who have innovative ideas to
abandon them.

• Ask: How does curiosity spawn inventions?

• Create a new invention by using a grid approach. Make a grid across a
page. See the following example. In each grid space across the top, draw
a picture of an “accessory” item. In each grid space down the left side,
draw a picture or write the name of something you want to improve.
Then combine the elements to show an “innovation.” Through a draw-
ing and/or descriptor assess the innovation. Is it an improvement?
Would it really work? Why or why not?

Mirror Wheels

Baby stroller stroller with a rear-view baby stroller with
mirror with training wheels

Suitcase suitcase with a mirrored side suitcase with wheels
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Confidence, goalsetting, inventions, inventors, science, women’s issues

Collaborative Readings

Freedman, Russell. Out of Darkness: The Story of Louis Braille. Illustrated by
Kate Kiesler. Clarion, 1997. Full-Length (B)

Karnes, Frances A. Girls & Young Women Inventing: Twenty True Stories
About Inventors Plus How You Can Be One Yourself. Free Spirit Pub-
lishing, 1995. (NOTE: As a read-alone book this title is appropriate for
middle school and high school readers; however, several sections can be
successfully read aloud to younger audiences.) Full-Length (B)

Bits and Pieces
Eleanor Roosevelt is one of our nation’s most

revered women. Her curiosity led her to champion
the cause of those less fortunate than herself. Her husband,
Franklin D. Roosevelt, was president of the United States
for four terms. After his death, Eleanor Roosevelt became
involved in the United Nations and helped people all over
the world. During that time she said, “Life was meant to be
lived, and curiosity must be kept alive. One must never,
for whatever reason, turn his back on life.”

Thomas, Jane Resh. The Snoop

Thomas, Jane Resh. The Snoop. Clarion, 1999. Transitional (FC)

Together Ellen and her grandmother “Bon” are spending a weekend on a
farm with Bon’s friends Janet and L. J. Bon admonishes Ellen not to “snoop,”
but Ellen’s curiosity gets the best of her and she sneaks several peeks into the
drawers in her friends’ room. Ellen feels guilty but not guilty enough to stop
snooping. Toward the end Janet catches Ellen “exploring” the drawers and
rather than being angry simply tells Ellen that if she is interested in what the
drawers hold, she (Janet) will show her. Janet tells Ellen about the glass beads
and other interesting things in the drawer. In the midst of the scenario, Ellen
finds a dead rabbit. The adults tell her to put the rabbit either back where she
found it or in the garbage can. Eventually Ellen speaks up and says the rabbit
should be buried, and L. J. helps her bury it near the zinnias.
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Discussion/Activity Notes

Ellen’s curiosity is misplaced in the beginning. One should not satisfy
one’s curiosity at the expense of integrity. In this case, Janet helps Ellen learn
that curiosity is a natural thing but that asking is more appropriate than looking
at someone else’s belongings without permission. Ellen’s curiosity also leads
her to find the baby rabbit. In this instance, Ellen ends up expressing her desire
to do what is right—bury the rabbit.

• Ask: When is curiosity harmful? In what other ways could Ellen handle
her curiosity? What might you have done?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Friendship, integrity

Collaborative Readings

Stevenson, James. The Mud Flat Mystery. Greenwillow, 1997. Transitional (FC)

Vanroyen-Morgan, Mary. Curious Rosie. Hyperion Books, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

Visconti, Guido. The Genius of Leonardo

Visconti, Guido. The Genius of Leonardo. Illustrated by Bimba
Landmann. Barefoot Books, 2000. Picture Book  (B)

This book looks at the life of Leonardo da Vinci from the eyes of his
ten-year-old assistant, Giacomo. Giacomo witnesses da Vinci’s inventive cre-
ations, his portraits, and his intense thirst for knowledge of all kinds. Much of
the story is told through excerpts from da Vinci’s own writing.

Bits and Pieces
In his book, Always Inventing: A Photobiography

of Alexander Graham Bell (National Geographic
Society, 1999), Tom L. Matthews describes Bell as a per-
son whose entire life was filled with curiosity and inven-
tion. The sixty-four-page book, written for young readers,
chronicles Bell’s life from his early years in Scotland, to
Canada, and finally to the United States, where he became
a well-known inventor. He developed his first inven-
tion—a tool to clean husks from wheat kernels—when
he was just eleven years of age. Bell’s curiosity led him
not only to invent but also to work as an educator of deaf
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people. He became a good friend of Helen Keller. That
friendship is fictionalized in a book by Judith St. George,
Dear Dr. Bell, Your Friend Helen Keller (Putnam, 1992;
Beech Tree Press, 1993).

Discussion/Activity Notes

Curiosity was a key component of Leonardo da Vinci’s success as an in-
ventor and painter. The book details his thirst for knowledge and how he became
interested in plants, portraits, planets, and architecture. Da Vinci designed and
created musical instruments, weapons, and machines for locomotion and flying,
as well as many paintings, including the famous Mona Lisa and The Last Sup-
per. His curiosity is also evident in the collaborative reading titles suggested. In
addition, these readings demonstrate that their subjects set goals for themselves
and were confident they could create the items they envisioned.

• Discuss how the inventors exhibit their curiosity and how that curiosity—
combined with their confidence and ability to set goals—helped them
become successful inventors.

• Ask: If you were going to invent something what would it be? A musical
instrument? A vehicle for transportation? Computer software? Explain
why.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Art, confidence, goalsetting, inventions, inventors, science

Collaborative Readings

Brill, Marlene Targ. Margaret Knight: Girl Inventor. Illustrated by Joanne
Friar. Millbrook Press, 2001. Picture Book  (TA)

Jones, Charlotte Foltz. Mistakes That Worked: Forty Familiar Inventions and
How They Came to Be. Illustrated by John O’Brien. Doubleday, 1994 repr.

Full-Length  ( I )

Stanley, Diane. Michelangelo. HarperCollins, 2000. Picture Book  (B)

Tucker, Tom. Brainstorm! The Stories of Twenty American Kid Inventors. Illus-
trated by Richard Loehle. Sunburst, 1998. Full-Length ( I )
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QUICK PICKS

�Alborough, Jez. Where’s My Teddy?

Alborough, Jez. Where’s My Teddy? Candlewick Press, 1992. Picture Book (FC)

Eddie sets off to explore the forest and to locate his teddy bear named
Freddie. As he ventures into the forest he encounters a real bear. What happens
next sends both of them fleeing to the safety of their homes—where they huddle
in their own beds, each clutching his own teddy bear. This tale is a variant on
Robert McCloskey’s classic Blueberries for Sal (Viking, 1987; reissue).

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Bears, courage, forests, teddy bears

�Asch, Frank, and Devin Asch. Baby Duck’s New Friend

Asch, Frank, and Devin Asch. Baby Duck’s New Friend. Gulliver/Harcourt,
2001. Picture Book  (FC)

Baby Duck is curious about the deep wide sea, but his mother cautions him
not to go beyond the bridge without someone who can fly. When a yellow rub-
ber duck “flies” down from the bridge, Baby Duck thinks he’s found someone
who can fly, and he follows the yellow duck out to the sea. In the end, Baby
Duck’s curiosity creates a situation that involves problem solving.
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Aliki—Author
Aliki has written many informational books,

such as Fossils of Long Ago (HarperCollins,
1990; reissue), Dinosaur Bones (Let’s Read and
Find Out) (HarperTrophy, 1990; reissue), and
Dinosaurs Are Different (Let’s Read and Find
Out) (HarperTrophy, 1986; reissue). Her curios-
ity provides ideas for the content of her books.
She says, “I could write pages about each of my
books and where the ideas come from. In each
case it was something that really happened (as in
my fiction books) or a subject I was interested in
and wanted to know more [about]. Every book I
write is a surprise to me.”



Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, ducks, friendship, problem solving, toys

�Baker, Keith. Little Green

Baker, Keith. Little Green. Harcourt, 2001. Picture Book (FC)

This is a simple story of a young boy who watches a little green humming-
bird flit from flower to flower, up and down, zigging and zagging. All the while
the curious young artist is busy painting the way the little green bird flies. His
paper is covered with energy-filled bright swirls and jagged lines.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, artists, birds, hummingbirds, science, self-discipline

�Campbell, Ann-Jeannette. Dora’s Box

Campbell, Ann-Jeannette. Dora’s Box. Illustrated by Fabian Negrin. Alfred A.
Knopf, 1998. Picture Book  (FL)

A retelling of the classic Greek myth “Pandora’s Box,” this tale not only
deals with Dora’s curiosity but also helps Dora and readers understand that there
are positive forces counterbalancing evil in the world. In this version Dora’s par-
ents take everything that is sad or evil and seal it in a box they intend to keep
from their precious daughter, Dora.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, parents, problem solving

�Crews, Donald. Bigmama’s

Crews, Donald. Bigmama’s. Greenwillow, 1991. Picture Book (FC)

Four children take the train to their grandmother’s home in Cottonwood,
Florida, and find plenty of places that stimulate their curiosity. They explore a
well, the fields, and their new surroundings.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Florida, friendship, grandmothers, summer, teamwork, trains
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�Howard, Elizabeth Fitzgerald. Aunt Flossie’s Hats and Crab
Cakes Later

Howard, Elizabeth Fitzgerald. Aunt Flossie’s Hats and Crab Cakes Later. Clar-
ion, 1991. Picture Book  (FC)

Two girls visit their Aunt Flossie on a Sunday afternoon and try on her
many hats. Each hat has a story that involves the history of African Americans in
Baltimore. The girls’ curiosity makes them eager listeners for their aunt’s histor-
ical tales.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

African Americans, Baltimore, caring, crab cakes, hats, U.S. history

�Hurst, Carol Otis. Rocks in His Head

Hurst, Carol Otis. Rocks in His Head. Illustrated by James Stevenson.
Greenwillow, 2001. Picture Book  (TA)

This story is based on events in the author’s father’s life. From his very
young days, Hurst’s father has been fascinated with rocks. He collects them,
learns about them, classifies them, and pursues his interest throughout his adult
life. After operating a successful service station for several years, the family
loses everything during the Great Depression of the 1930s—the service station,
their house, and many of their belongings. On days when Mr. Hurst cannot find
day work, he frequents the science museum. When the director of the museum
learns of his rock collection and Hurst’s interest in rocks, the director helps him
obtain a professional degree. Hurst eventually becomes curator of the museum.
Hurst’s curiosity leads him to more learning, which in turn leads him to succeed
once again—this time working with rocks.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Geology, perseverance, persistence, positive attitude, rocks, science

�McCloskey, Robert. Blueberries for Sal

McCloskey, Robert. Blueberries for Sal. Viking, 1987. Picture Book (FC)

Sal is irrepressibly curious (not to mention irrepressibly hungry) as she sets
off in search of blueberries. Along the way she wanders off and finds the “wrong
mother.”

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Bears, blueberries, courage, Maine
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�Steig, William. Dominic

Steig, William. Dominic. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1984 repr. Picture Book (FC)

Dominic is a one-of-a-kind dog. When his neighborhood seems boring, he
leaves a note on his door telling his friends that he is off on an adventure but that
he will be back. And off he goes to see what adventures his travels will bring.
Ever curious, he meets each new situation with understanding, compassion, and
generosity.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, caring, dogs, flexibility, goalsetting, travel adventures

�Zaunder, Bo. Crocodiles, Camels and Dugout Canoes:
Eight Adventurous Episodes

Zaunder, Bo. Crocodiles, Camels and Dugout Canoes: Eight Adventurous Epi-
sodes. Illustrated by Roxie Munro. Dutton, 1999. Full-Length  (B)

The author notes in his preface that these adventurers were driven more by
curiosity than by the thought of conquest. Exciting episodes begin each tale of
an adventurer driven by courage and insatiable curiosity. Mary Kingsley, Ernest
Shackleton, Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, Dervla Murphy, Richard Burton, Au-
gust Andre, and Annie Smith Peck are among those the book profiles.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Adventure, discipline, goalsetting, hero, self, success orientation
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—Frederick Seitz, president,
Rockefeller University
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5—FLEXIBILITY5—Flexibility

Flexibility is the capacity to adapt or
adjust to new, different, or changing
situations and their requirements.

Bits and Pieces
Many careers require a great deal of flexibility.

Nursing is one of them. During the time hospital
nurses report for their work shift and the end of the day (or
night), new patients may arrive and new problems arise.
Nurses must be able to change plans, prioritize activities,
and set new goals—goals that reflect the changes in that
situation. Learn more about the nursing occupation at
<http://www.nurseweek.com/>. Make a list of other careers
that involve a great deal of flexibility and explain how this
quality would make someone working in that career more
successful.

Bits and Pieces
Ruth Wakefield’s ability to be flexible contrib-

uted to the development of the first chocolate chip
cookies in 1930. Mrs. Wakefield operated the Toll House
Inn, situated on the toll road between Boston and New
Bedford, Massachusetts. One day while she was baking a
batch of cookies she discovered that she was out of baker’s
chocolate. So she instead broke up some semisweet choco-
late into small pieces and stirred them into the batter. She
thought the chocolate would melt and produce chocolate
cookies. Instead the bits remained as small chips within
the baked cookie. Her ability to think flexibly and to
change her plans, in this case the recipe, allowed her to
achieve a suitable and perhaps even better result. In fact,
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her flexibility in recognizing that the cookie was not a fail-
ure but was instead a new product was the key to the
worldwide popularity of what came to be known as “Toll
House cookies.”

Cocca-Leffler, Maryann. Mr. Tanen’s Ties

Cocca-Leffler, Maryann. Mr. Tanen’s Ties. Albert Whitman, 1999.
Picture Book (FC)

Mr. Tanen, an elementary school principal, is known for the great variety
of his ties, and he wears an appropriate one for each day’s events. His supervi-
sor, Mr. Apple, says that Mr. Tanen should wear a plain blue tie because “Edu-
cation is serious business.” He instructs Mr. Tanen to keep the “silly ties in your
closet.” Later, when Mr. Tanen becomes ill, Mr. Apple must substitute at the
school for him and learns that being flexible—wearing ties that have a de-
sign—pays off. In a clever ending, Mr. Apple gives Mr. Tanen a tie proclaiming
him “#1” and then asks whether he might borrow Mr. Tanen’s tie with wedding
bells. The final illustration shows Mr. Apple and his new bride, whom he had
met when he showed off his bird tie (and later clinched the relationship with var-
ious other ties he borrowed from Mr. Tanen’s closet).

Discussion/Activity Notes

What is flexibility? How does Mr. Tanen show his flexibility? How does
Mr. Apple develop it? This flexibility is similar to Ms. Frizzle’s (in the Magic
School Bus series) when new problems arise in her classroom. Mr. Tanen wears
ties to cue his students into events or emotions that will occur during the day,
and Ms. Frizzle wears outfits that depict where the class is going or the topic
they will be investigating. Her outfit at the end of the story shows where the
class will be going next. Both characters use clothing to signal upcoming events.
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—Anonymous

• Both Mr. Tanen and Ms. Frizzle show flexibility in their clothing as well
as in the classroom. Design and draw a tie or dress for your school prin-
cipal or your classroom teacher to wear.
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• Ask: How did Mr. Apple show that he could be flexible? Since Mr.
Tanen always wore patterned ties, the ties did not especially demon-
strate his flexibility. Were there any other actions that showed Mr.
Tanen to be flexible?

• Discuss: Are there ways in our classroom or library that we can show
our flexibility? Why is being flexible a good thing? Can a person or
group be too flexible, with the result that there is no structure or plan to
their actions? What problems might this cause? (NOTE: For example, if
a teacher in a classroom were too flexible, perhaps things that need to be
done will not get done and learning will not be as effective as possible. If
schedules for homework are treated too flexibly, perhaps children will
not complete needed work on time.)

• Have students keep a journal for a minimum of one week, listing oppor-
tunities for flexibility and ways they demonstrated that quality.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Clothing, foreshadowing, humor, principals, school, teachers

Collaborative Readings

Cole, Joanna. The Magic School Bus and the Electric Field Trip. Illustrated by
Bruce Degan. Scholastic, 1997. Picture Book ( I )

———. The Magic School Bus at the Waterworks. Illustrated by Bruce Degan.
Scholastic, 1986. Picture Book  ( I )

———. The Magic School Bus Explores the Senses. Illustrated by Bruce Degan.
Scholastic, 1999. Picture Book ( I )

———. The Magic School Bus in the Time of the Dinosaurs. Illustrated by
Bruce Degan. Scholastic, 1994. Picture Book  ( I )

———. The Magic School Bus Inside a Bee Hive. Illustrated by Bruce Degan.
Scholastic, 1996. Picture Book  ( I )

———. The Magic School Bus Inside a Hurricane. Illustrated by Bruce Degan.
Scholastic, 1995. Picture Book  ( I )

———. The Magic School Bus Inside the Earth. Illustrated by Bruce Degan.
Scholastic, 1987. Picture Book ( I )

———. The Magic School Bus Inside the Human Body. Illustrated by Bruce
Degan. Scholastic, 1989. Picture Book  ( I )

———. The Magic School Bus Lost in the Solar System. Illustrated by Bruce
Degan. Scholastic, 1990. Picture Book  ( I )

———. The Magic School Bus on the Ocean Floor. Illustrated by Bruce Degan.
Scholastic, 1992. Picture Book  ( I )
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Darrow, Sharon. Old Thunder and Miss Raney

Darrow, Sharon. Old Thunder and Miss Raney. Illustrated by
Kathryn Brown. DK Publishing, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

Determined to win a ribbon for her biscuits, Miss Raney persists until a tor-
nado changes her plans. Her biscuits burn and are much too heavy, but she is still
determined to win the competition. In the end, her horse Thunder makes Miss
Raney a winner. When Thunder wins the plow horse race, her biscuits are
deemed the best horse food ever.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Miss Raney displays her flexibility when she turns her competitive nature
to winning the horse food competition. She is persistent in her efforts to win
with her biscuits, but when she learns she can’t win the bake-off she finds a way
to make the best of the situation. That is similar to the plight of Sam Johnson,
who attempts to join his wife’s quilting group and is rejected. Instead he makes
his own quilt to enter at the county fair. On the way to the fair, Sam’s quilt and
his wife’s quilting group’s quilt are damaged. Again, cooperation and flexibility
lead the two groups to a solution—they put their quilts together to create the one
award-winning entry.

Have students work in teams of two or three to create something—an il-
lustrated book, a class newsletter, a snack menu for the class. Give each per-
son a specific role to carry out. Afterward, discuss how well the teams
worked together.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Competition, cooking, fairs, persistence, quilts, teamwork, tornadoes

Collaborative Readings

Ernst, Lisa Campbell. Sam Johnson and the Blue Ribbon Quilt. William Mor-
row, 1983. Picture Book  (FC)

Yim, Natasha. Otto’s Rainy Day

Yim, Natasha. Otto’s Rainy Day. Illustrated by Pamela R. Levy.
Charlesbridge Publishing, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

Otto’s mother wants Otto to play quietly inside the house. However, he is
having a great deal of difficulty doing that, so his mother decides that they
should go outside together and play in the rain.
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Discussion/Activity Notes

Otto is just a little boy and an active one at that. His mother thinks that he
should play quietly. Because he has difficulty doing so, his mother changes her
expectations (flexibility) and decides that she and Otto will both go outside and
play in the rain. The mother’s flexibility was precipitated by her caring attitude
toward her child. Her flexibility enabled them both to enjoy the day rather than
have a confrontational, unhappy situation.

• With primary readers, discuss flixibility as involving compromise. Ask:
If you were Otto, how could you have shown flexibility?

• Discuss: If you want to go swimming and your brother wants to go skat-
ing, how can you compromise and show some flexibility in your ac-
tions? Create a skit to show the rest of the class.

• With intermediate readers, dicuss situations while providing childcare
for a younger child. Suppose the child has different ideas about what the
caregiver should expect of her or him. How can flexibility be shown in
those instances?

• Ask discussion participants to think of situations where a younger sib-
ling or child they are caring for has been engaging in an activity that is
problematic. Create a skit that demonstrates the situation and then show
how the caregiver might be flexible and turn the situation around. For
example, if you are going to fix a meal for a young child and that child
doesn’t want to eat what you have planned to prepare, could you give
the youngster a choice of three things that you are willing to make? Or if
a child doesn’t want to go to bed on time, how can you compromise to
get the child to cooperate?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Baby-sitting, caring, childcare, rain, rainy days

Collaborative Readings

Hedderwick, Mairi. Katie Morag’s Rainy Day Book. Bodley Head, 1999.
Picture Book (FC)

QUICK PICKS

�Cannon, Janell. Stellaluna

Cannon, Janell. Stellaluna. Harcourt Brace, 1993. Picture Book (FC)

When Stellaluna is knocked into a bird’s nest, she is welcomed into the bird
family, although she must learn to act like a bird instead of a bat. Stellaluna’s
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willingness to be flexible and to learn new behaviors combines with the kind-
ness of her adoptive family to model positive behaviors toward one another.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Adoption, animal stories, bats, birds, caring

�$� �� �	��	� �� �	�� ��� �� ��	���
—Aesop, Aesop’s Fables

�Dorros, Michael. Sees Behind Trees

Dorros, Michael. Sees Behind Trees. Hyperion Books, 1996. Full-Length (FC)

Walnut, a young Native American boy, can’t see well and has difficulty
meeting the challenges that prove he is ready to receive a new name and become
an adult. In response, a caring uncle develops a new challenge to “see what can’t
be seen,” and the boy’s other senses bring him success and earn him the name
Sees Behind Trees. The flexibility of those in charge and the caring of the uncle
make this exercise at problem solving a success.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Goalsetting, Native Americans, perseverance, rite of passage, sight

�Mitchell, Margaree King. Uncle Jed’s Barbershop

Mitchell, Margaree King. Uncle Jed’s Barbershop. Illustrated by James Ran-
some. Simon & Schuster, 1993. Picture Book (FH)

Sarah Jean’s favorite relative, Great-Uncle Jed, spends his days as a travel-
ing barber. His goal is to earn enough money to open his own shop, but when Sa-
rah Jean needs an operation he gives his money to the family. He later loses his
savings again—this time in the Great Depression. But each time he picks up the
pieces, adjusts his plans, renews his goal, and proceeds toward it once again.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

African Americans, caring, cooperation, goalsetting, Great Depression,
initiative, perseverance, persistence, small business, success orientation
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6
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6—FRIENDSHIP6—Friendship

Friendship is a state of being attached
to another by affection, loyalty, re-
spect, or esteem.

Adoff, Arnold. The Return of Rex and Ethel

Adoff, Arnold. The Return of Rex and Ethel. Illustrated by
Catherine Deeter. Harcourt, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

Rex and Ethel are the pet dogs of Pepper and Belle, two friends. Pepper and
Belle are neighbors, and they build Rex and Ethel doghouses that sit side by
side. Over the years the four friends (the two girls and their two dogs) share
many enjoyable activities and are always together. One day when the girls return
home from school, they find the dogs lifeless. That evening they bury the dogs in
a common grave with stones to mark the spot. Later the girls explore the area
around their home and notice many animals in the vicinity. They decide to me-
morialize their dogs by rebuilding their doghouses into one unit, adding bird
houses, squirrel stations, and so forth. When the project is complete, they open
the “Rex and Ethel Memorial Rest Stop” in their shared yard.

Discussion/Activity Notes

In The Return of Rex and Ethel, two girls and two dogs share a unique
friendship. In Kellogg’s book, Best Friends, the friendship involves only one
dog. In both cases the protagonists show a great deal of ingenuity in dealing with
their desire to share their pet or to remember their pets with a positive action.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Creativity, death, dogs, environment, grieving, nature
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Collaborative Readings

Kellogg, Steven. Best Friends. Dial, 1992. Picture Book (FC)

Bunting, Eve. I Like the Way You Are

Bunting, Eve. I Like the Way You Are. Illustrated by John O’Brien.
Clarion/Houghton Mifflin, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

Two turtles, Turtle and Spottie, are friends who spend a lot of time together.
However, when they go to the movies, Turtle likes to sit at the front and Spottie
likes to sit at the back. Turtle likes to drink crab juice, but Spottie prefers beetle
juice. The two friends are alike but also very different. In spite of their differences,
they manage to compromise and continue to enjoy one another’s friendship.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Friendship means more than thinking the same way about everything. In
each of these books the friends enjoy each other’s company but do not necessar-
ily like the same things. Friends respect each other’s likes and find ways that
both of them can be pleased (caring and problem solving). The friends in
Bunting’s book realize that their friendship can accommodate their differing
tastes and that they must figure out a way to compromise. In the deRegniers
book, Joe and Sam finally figure out how they can enjoy something together.
George and Martha find unique ways to maintain their friendship even though
they like different things.
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Laurene Krasny Brown and Marc Brown—
Authors and Illustrator
Laurene Krasny Brown and Marc Brown have written a
book, How to Be a Friend: A Guide to Making Friends
and Keeping Them (Little, Brown, 1998). Read that
book for some hints about how to keep friends. Then
read some of the stories in books featuring literary
friends. Discuss whether the friends you read about are
using any of the suggestions the Browns make for keep-
ing friends. You might wish to read about Frog and
Toad in books by Arnold Lobel, or George and Martha
in books by James Marshall, or about Poppleton Pig and
his buddies Hudson and Cherry Sue in books by
Cynthia Rylant. Make a list of ways you or your class-
mates have shown friendship to one another.
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—Eve Titus, Anatole

• Put the children in the discussion group in pairs (not necessarily with a
good friend). Ask them to list their favorite foods, things to do, books,
and so forth—perhaps generating a list of possibilities before they be-
gin. Once each pair has finished, ask them to construct a Venn diagram
with their lists of favorites. How are the two of them different, and how
are they alike? Can they find a common element in their differences?
For example, if one likes to play a flute and another likes to paint, per-
haps they are both interested in the arts. Are there ways the differences
might complement one another? For instance, if one likes to draw and
another likes to paint, they could create a picture book together.

• Using the Venn diagrams generated in the preceding activity, have each
pair decide how they—if they were friends—would resolve the differ-
ences if they wanted to do things together. Would their friendship work?
Why or why not?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, problem solving, turtles

Collaborative Readings

deRegniers, Beatrice Schenk. How Joe the Bear and Sam the Mouse Got To-
gether. Illustrated by Bernice Myers. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1990.

Picture Book (FC)

Marshall, James. George and Martha. Illustrated by James Marshall. Houghton
Mifflin, 1972. Picture Book  (FC)

Other George and Martha books available are George and Martha Encore
(1973), George and Martha Rise and Shine (1976), George and Martha
One Fine Day (1978), George and Martha Tons of Fun (1980), George and
Martha Back in Town (1984), and George and Martha Round and Round
(1988).
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Bynum, Janie. Otis

Bynum, Janie. Otis. Harcourt, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

Otis, a pink pig, does not like mud and has no friends. While the other pigs
play in the mud, he counts buttercups. Otis thinks he will never have any friends.
One day he meets a little frog who is crying softly. He has lost his ball in the mud
and does not want to wade into it to get the ball even though “frogs love mud and
all things swampy.” Otis discovers the frog is an individual who dislikes mud,
just as he does. Together they devise a method to retrieve the ball using a stick.
After they retrieve it, they play in the nice, clean grass all afternoon.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Finding a friend to play with can make your life more pleasant, but some-
times that friendship has ulterior motives. This is evident in “Why Frog and
Snake Never Play Together” (in the following collection).
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Jack Prelutsky—Poet
Before Jack Prelutsky was a famous poet he had many

other jobs. One time he wanted to be an artist. He spent six
months making some sketches. His friend Mike Thaler talked
him into showing his drawings to a publisher. Prelutsky thought
that he should have some text to go with the drawings, so he
spent two hours writing two dozen verses to accompany them.
The first publisher rejected his drawings, but the editor at the
second publisher told him that she would publish his work. He
was “stunned” and said, “You mean you like my drawings?”
No, she had not liked them, but she saw a great deal of potential
in his verses. That was the beginning of a personal and profes-
sional friendship between Jack Prelutsky and Susan Hirschman.
Hirschman became Prelutsky’s mentor, and in that role she en-
couraged him to write poems. Each week he brought her the
ones he had written. She kept the ones she liked, and soon they
had enough for his first book. Jack Prelutsky became one of the
best-known children’s poets because of two friends—Mike
Thaler, who encouraged him to take his work to a publisher,
and Susan Hirschman, who took the time to mentor him and
help him polish his writing skills. Read poems Prelutsky has
written about himself and his three childhood friends in Rolling
Harvey Downhill (Mulberry, 1993).



• Discuss situations in which two individuals meet and under what cir-
cumstances they might build a friendship.

• How did you meet your best friend? What made you become friends?
What made you remain friends?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, caring, pigs, problem solving

Collaborative Readings

Bryan, Ashley. Pourquoi Tales: The Cat’s Purr, Why Frog and Snake Never
Play Together, The Fire Bringer. Houghton Mifflin School, 1989.

Transitional (FL)

Caseley, Judith. Field Day Friday

Caseley, Judith. Field Day Friday. Greenwillow, 2000.
Picture Book (FC)

Mickey and John “Longjohn” are best friends. Together they and their
friend Jenna are part of a group of children participating in their elementary
school’s field day. Mickey and Longjohn are on the “blue” team. Throughout
the day their mishaps cause their team to lose the competition, but each of them
makes humorous comments to buoy up their confidence and to keep themselves
upbeat. During the footrace, Mickey’s tennis shoe falls off. He has to stop and
put it on twice. Longjohn wins, and Mickey is disheartened. When he gets home,
he does not feel like playing, but his friends Longjohn and Jenna know what to
do.

Discussion/Activity Notes

As a group discuss and list the many ways that Mickey and “Longjohn”
show their friendship. The group might similarly discuss the characters in the
titles by Marshall and Lobel. The humorous aspect of Field Trip Friday comes
out with Mickey and Longjohn’s comments and actions during the day. Discuss
how humor can help make the day pleasant even though things do not go exactly
as the characters might wish.

• Discuss the ways in which you have shown your friendship to someone
in similar ways.

• What other types of actions could the characters in the books (or you)
take to show friendship?
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Field day, humor, sports

Collaborative Readings

Lobel, Arnold. Frog and Toad Are Friends. HarperCollins, 1970. Other titles in
the Frog and Toad series include Days with Frog and Toad (1979), Frog
and Toad All Year (1984), and Frog and Toad Together (1972).

Transitional (FC)

Marshall, James. George and Martha: The Complete Stories of Two Best
Friends. Houghton Mifflin, 1997. This compendium contains all
thirty-five stories found in George and Martha (1972), George and Martha
Encore (1973), George and Martha Rise and Shine (1976), George and
Martha One Fine Day (1978), George and Martha Tons of Fun (1980),
George and Martha Back in Town (1984), and George and Martha Round
and Round (1988). Picture Book  (FC)
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Laura Ingalls Wilder—Author
The Laura Ingalls Wilder books—the series known as the “Little

House” books—might not ever have been published if Laura’s daugh-
ter, Rose, had not been friends with Berta Hoerner Hader. Rose, a news-
paper writer, had moved to the San Francisco area, and Berta was there
to study and work in fashion illustration. The two women shared a
house in Carmel. Berta met her future husband, Elmer Hader, in San
Francisco. Elmer moved to New York City, and by 1918 Rose and
Berta were sharing an apartment in New York. In 1919 Berta married
Elmer in New York, and they became children’s book authors and illus-
trators. When Laura wrote a manuscript titled Pioneer Girl, she and
Rose first attempted to sell it as an adult book. Around that same time
Rose and Laura sent a picture book manuscript to Berta Hader, who
gave it to Marion Fiery at Alfred A. Knopf. Fiery wanted the story ex-
panded into a novel. Shortly before a contract was offered to Laura,
Knopf decided to eliminate its children’s division, but Fiery recom-
mended that the book be taken to Harpers, where her friend Virginia
Kirkus was an editor. Kirkus asked for more revisions and changed the
title to Little House in the Big Woods. Because of two friendships,
Rose’s friendship with Berta Hader and Marion Fiery’s friendship with
Virginia Kirkus, the story of Laura Ingalls Wilder’s childhood was pub-
lished and read by millions of readers as the “Little House” books.
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—Frances Ward Weller, Boat Song

Polacco, Patricia. The Butterfly

Polacco, Patricia. The Butterfly. Philomel Books, 2000.
Picture Book (FH)

Set in France during the Nazis’ occupation of the country in World War II,
this is a powerful story of a brave woman—Monique’s mother—who hides a
Jewish family in her basement and tries to help them escape. Unbeknownst to
the rest of the families, Monique and Serine, the young Jewish girl, become
friends. When a neighbor unexpectedly glimpses Serine, the family must flee
once again, and the friends must part.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Polacco’s stories are based on family events that happened either to
Polacco or to her ancestors. Each one describes a poignant act of caring and
friendship. Pink and Say is set during the Civil War, and Thank You, Mr. Falker
is a tale taken from Polacco’s childhood.

• Discuss how the characters in the stories display a sense of caring and
friendship.

• Cite incidents that demonstrate the traits attributed to each character in
the books.

• Read stories about children who survived the Holocaust on the Internet
site The Museum of Tolerance: Children of the Holocaust at <http://www
.wiesenthal.com/mot/children/>. Discuss how the children were be-
friended in each story.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, France, German occupation, Holocaust, integrity, Judaism, Nazis, per-
sistence, problem solving, teamwork, world history, World War II

Collaborative Readings

Polacco, Patricia. Pink and Say. Philomel Books, 1994. Picture Book (FH)

———. Thank You, Mr. Falker. Philomel Books, 1998. Picture Book (FH)
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Ross, Dave. A Book of Friends

Ross, Dave. A Book of Friends. Illustrated by Laura Rader.
HarperCollins, 1999. Picture Book (FC)

This is a lively and cheerful look at friendship that may not yield new infor-
mation but will confirm what children already know about friends and friend-
ship. Friends come in all shapes and sizes and so forth.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Showing affection to friends takes many forms—and sometimes even in-
cludes hugs and kisses. Discuss friends and friendships and how one knows that
they are included in your circle of friendship. Then discuss how others know
who is in your circle of friends. Reading A Book of Kisses and A Book of Hugs
can help stimulate the discussion.

• Ask: What are some ways you can show your friendship (e.g., doing
things together, giving a gift, helping with a chore, etc.)?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, diversity

Collaborative Readings

Ross, Dave. A Book of Hugs. Illustrated by Laura Rader. HarperCollins, 1999.
Picture Book  (FC)

———. A Book of Kisses. Illustrated by Laura Rader. HarperCollins, 2000.
Picture Book  (FC)

Spinelli, Eileen. Tea Party Today:
Poems to Sip and Savor

Spinelli, Eileen. Tea Party Today: Poems to Sip and Savor. Illus-
trated by Karen Dugan. Wordsong/Boyds Mills Press, 1999.

Picture Book ( I )

This collection of poems describes teatimes with friends and relatives in
various locations. The beekeeper’s daughter gathers honey for the cakes and tea,
an assortment of tea is purchased, and finally an invitation is issued. From there
the young girl prepares her house for the tea party. A variety of poems tells of the
whistling tea pot and tea parties taking place in the garden and in other
places—including a final tea party on a stormy night.
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Discussion/Activity Notes

Sharing this book will give young listeners ideas on how to hold a tea party.
The book offers several suggestions for procedures to follow when planning a
tea party.

• Ask: Who would you invite to your tea party? (A tea party is a very spe-
cial time to be shared with special people.)

• Use some of the suggestions to plan a class tea party. Invite special peo-
ple (e.g., parents, grandparents, volunteer readers).

• Write invitations to the class’s friends who will be invited to the tea
party. Suggest mentioning in the invitation why that person is special to
the class. For example, “We appreciate the days you spend in our class-
room reading to us. Because you are a friend of our class, we would like
to invite you to . . .”

• Prepare lists of what’s needed for the party (e.g., tea, honey, teacups)
and how everyone can help out.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Entertaining, food, manners, tea party
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Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith
Jon Scieszka is the author of wildly popular books such as

The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by A. Wolf (Viking,
1989), The Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly Stupid Tales
(Viking, 1993), and Math Curse (Viking, 1995). He is married
to Jeri Hansen. Jeri was a professional colleague and friend of
Molly Leach, who was married to Lane Smith. Because of their
wives’ friendship, Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith met around
1986 and began to discuss some of their wacky ideas for chil-
dren’s books. Soon they became friends and collaborators. Their
first book, The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by A. Wolf,
was rejected by many publishers before Viking Penguin agreed
to publish it. Now more than a million copies of the book have
been sold, and it has been translated into ten languages—all
because two very creative people happened to be married to
women who were friends and introduced them to one another—
and they became friends.



Collaborative Readings

Barnes, Emilie. Let’s Have a Tea Party! Illustrated by Michal Sparks. Harvest
House Publishers, 1997. Picture Book ( I )

Kirk, David. Miss Spider’s Tea Party. Scholastic, 1994. Picture Book (FC)

Warner, Sally. Leftover Lily

Warner, Sally. Leftover Lily. Illustrated by Jacqueline Rogers. Al-
fred A. Knopf, 1999. Read Chapter 8 (“Me, Bossy?”) and
Chapter 9 (“I’m Sorry”). Transitional (FC)

This is Warner’s fourth book about Lily Hill, a first-grade student at Betsy
Ross Primary School. Lily is a regular kid, who in previous books moved from
her small town into the big city of Philadelphia. She worked hard to make
friends with Lavon and Daisy. However, these two have now decided that they
are best friends, and Lily becomes the “leftover” friend in the group of three.
Left with no close friend, she attempts to make friends with a new girl, Hilary. In
chapter 8 Lily and Hilary go with Lily’s brother Casey and his friend Ned to
Lily’s apartment to make valentines. In the process Lily, who’s attempting to
prove that she is okay, gets bossy with Hilary, but when Hilary stands up for her-
self, Lily realizes that she has been rather overpowering, and she apologizes to
Hilary. Hilary and Lily now seem to be on their way to becoming best friends.

Discussion/Activity Notes

In these two chapters, Lily has difficulty establishing a relationship with
Hilary. At first Hilary seems to accept Lily’s bossiness, but it soon becomes ap-
parent that Hilary doesn’t like Lily’s bossy comments. When Lily’s brother
Casey mentions that Lily shouldn’t be so bossy, Hilary seems to gain the confi-
dence to speak up and express her own feelings. Once she does that, the friend-
ship seems to get off to a good start through mutual trust and caring.

• Encourage students to role-play some situations where a class-
mate/friend is bossing them around. How can they speak up for them-
selves (being assertive) without being aggressive (putting someone
down to make a point)? Discuss each situation to explore various ways
they could handle the bossiness without destroying the friendship.

• Older students may enjoy turning this story into a readers’ theater script
and performing it.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Business, humor, patience, problem solving
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Collaborative Readings

Warner, Sally. Accidental Lily. Illustrated by Jacqueline Rogers. Alfred A.
Knopf, 1999. Transitional (FC)

———. Private Lily. Illustrated by Jacqueline Rogers. Alfred A. Knopf, 1998.
Transitional (FC)

———. Sweet and Sour Lily. Illustrated by Jacqueline Rogers. Alfred A. Knopf,
1998. Transitional (FC)

QUICK PICKS

�Bunting, Eve. A Turkey for Thanksgiving

Bunting, Eve. A Turkey for Thanksgiving. Illustrated by Diane deGroat. Clarion,
1995. Picture Book (FC)

When all the animals decide to get together for a Thanksgiving dinner, they
invite Turkey. Turkey doesn’t come because he thinks he is to be the dinner—
but the dinner turns out to be vegetarian and all the friends enjoy it together. The
animals display true friendship.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, food, holidays, humor, integrity, Thanksgiving

�Hall, Donald. When Willard Met Babe Ruth

Hall, Donald. When Willard Met Babe Ruth. Illustrated by Barry Moser. Har-
court, 1996; Voyager, 2001. Transitional (FH)

When Willard was a youngster, he and his father enjoyed everything about
baseball. One of their heroes was Babe Ruth. One day Babe Ruth’s car slid into a
ditch near Willard’s farmyard. Meeting Ruth that day and pulling him out of the
ditch began a lifelong connection and friendship between Ruth and Willard,
who grew up to name his daughter Ruth after the greatest ballplayer that ever
lived.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Babe Ruth, baseball, caring, Connecticut, physical education, positive atti-
tude, sports
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�Lowry, Lois. Number the Stars

Lowry, Lois. Number the Stars. Houghton Mifflin, 1989. Full-Length (FH)

This is a compelling story of two girls, ten-year-old Annemarie and her
Jewish friend, Ellen Rosen. Annemarie and her family help protect Ellen, and
then when the Nazis invade Denmark during World War II, help smuggle Ellen’s
family out of the country.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Denmark, Holocaust, honoring justice, integrity, Judaism, Nazi
occupation, positive attitude, teamwork, world history, World War II

�Polacco, Patricia. Mrs. Katz and Tush

Polacco, Patricia. Mrs. Katz and Tush. Yearling, 1994. Picture Book (FC)

A cat that is missing a tail brings together two unlikely people—an
older Jewish woman and a young African-American boy—who forge a lasting
friendship.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

African Americans, caring, cats, flexibility, Jewish customs, problem solving
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7—GOALSETTING7—Goalsetting

Goalsetting is the ability to determine
what is wanted or needed and to work
toward it. It is identifying desired out-
comes or objectives and designing a
strategy or plan of action to achieve
them.

Coburn, Broughton. Triumph on Everest: A
Photobiography of Sir Edmund Hillary

Coburn, Broughton. Triumph on Everest: A Photobiography of Sir
Edmund Hillary. National Geographic Society, 2000.

Transitional (B)

Edmund Hillary loved snow and mountains and eventually combined that
love with his interest in outdoor activities to bring him to the top of the highest
peak in the world, Mount Everest.

Discussion/Activity Notes

A native of New Zealand, Edmund Hillary was a humble beekeeper when
he met Tenzing Norgay, a Sherpa. Sherpas are professional mountain climbers
who often accompany others on climbs up mountains. Tenzing Norgay was one
of the best. Together Hillary and Norgay became part of the British Everest
Expedition. In 1953 they became the first two people to climb to the top of the
world’s highest mountain, Mount Everest—a mountain in the Himalayas be-
tween Nepal and Tibet. The two men met the goal they set and became heroes.
But perhaps even more important, each man went on to use his celebrity status to
represent his country’s various causes; both men looked for ways to help others.
The Time article (in the collaborative readings) speaks of Hillary’s work for hu-
manity after the successful climb. Hillary was concerned about the living condi-
tions of the Sherpas.
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• Discuss the sacrifices that both Hillary and Norgay made over the years
to achieve their ultimate goal.

• List other men and women who have worked a major part of their lives
to meet a goal for humanity, for example, Martin Luther King Jr. (civil
rights), Jackie Robinson (African Americans playing in the major
leagues), or Dr. Jonas Salk (polio vaccine).

• Discuss what makes a hero. Read about other heroes and find common
attributes. (NOTE: Avoid equating the term hero with being well
known and popular. Sports “heroes” are often not heroes in the way we
use the word here. A great resource for finding true heroes is 50 Ameri-
can Heroes Every Kid Should Meet by Dennis Denenberg and Lorraine
Roscoe [Millbrook, 2001]).

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Asia, caring, Himalayas, mountain climbing, Nepal, Tibet

Collaborative Readings

Kramer, Sydelle A. To the Top! Climbing the World’s Highest Mountain. Illus-
trated by Thomas La Padula. Random House, 1993. Transitional ( I )

Stewart, Whitney. Sir Edmund Hillary: To Everett and Beyond. Photographs by
Anne B. Keiser. Lerner, 1996. Transitional (B)

Time 100: Heroes & Icons—Edmund Hillary & Tenzing Norgay. http://www
.time.com/time/time100/heroes/profile/hillary_norgay01.html (Accessed De-
cember 2001).

Gherman, Beverly. Norman Rockwell:
Storyteller with a Brush

Gherman, Beverly. Norman Rockwell: Storyteller with a Brush. Il-
lustrated by Norman Rockwell. Atheneum, 2000. Picture Book (B)

Gherman follows Rockwell’s life from the time he was a gawky kid who
loved to draw characters from Charles Dickens’s novels through five decades of
illustrative work. Rockwell’s “stories” were based on his own life—events in his
childhood, his son’s entry into the air force, a studio fire—and on many world
events from Lindbergh’s Atlantic flight and World War II to school integration.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Setting goals from a very young age and persisting in working toward those
goals are demonstrated in the lives of Norman Rockwell, Wilma Rudolph, Babe
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Zaharias, and many others. Rockwell began his focus on art as a young boy,
when he created illustrations for the books of Charles Dickens. By the age of
fourteen he had quit school and turned fully to his interest in art. Even though his
mother discouraged him from pursuing a career in art, Rockwell persisted in his
study. Over the next five decades he explored various techniques, even using
cameras to help catch images. He expanded his illustrative work to make state-
ments about political situations of the day, for example, the integration of
southern schools. Wilma Rudolph and Babe Zaharias showed a similar ability to
set goals and work persistently toward them. Discuss the manner in which each
of these people worked to achieve their goals. The outcome of the discussion is
likely to be an understanding that obtaining one’s goals takes a great deal of ef-
fort and that sometimes the goal must be adjusted along the way. The following
questions may assist in stimulating the discussion:

• When did Rockwell (or Rudolph and Zaharias) know what his life’s
goal would be?

• Did that ultimate goal change as time passed? How and why?

• What did Rockwell (or Rudolph and Zaharias) do to move closer to the
goal?

• Discuss the roadblocks that stood in the way of meeting the goals and
how Rockwell (or Rudolph and Zaharias) faced those obstructions.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Art, illustration, persistence, success orientation

Collaborative Readings

Freedman, Russell. Babe Didrikson Zaharias. Illustrated with photographs.
Clarion, 1999. Full-Length (B)

Krull, Kathleen. Wilma Unlimited: How Wilma Rudolph Became the World’s
Fastest Woman. Illustrated by David Diaz. Harcourt Brace, 1996.

Picture Book (B)

Rappaport, Doreen, and Lyndall Callan.
Dirt on Their Skirts: The Story of the Young Women
Who Won the World Championship

Rappaport, Doreen, and Lyndall Callan. Dirt on Their Skirts: The
Story of the Young Women Who Won the World Champion-
ship. Illustrated by E. B. Lewis. Dial Books for Young Readers,
2000. Picture Book (TA)
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When World War II started, women assumed many duties because men
were serving as soldiers. This book is based on a true story. In 1946 two teams
from the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League, the Rockford
Peaches and the Racine Belles, vied for the world championship. The story is
historically accurate. The game was 0:0 and a close contest—but a slide into
home plate by Racine’s Sophie “The Flint Flash” Kurys clinched the victory for
her team.

Discussion/Activity Notes

In Rappaport and Callan’s book the women determine that their gender
will not stand in the way of their goal. They set their goal and persevere in work-
ing toward it. A similar situation takes place in Lasky’s book about Sarah
Breedlove Walker. Walker was born at the beginning of the twentieth cen-
tury—the daughter of former slaves. She was later orphaned and faced the harsh
situations that confronted all African Americans at the time. But she ultimately
became an entrepreneur and a millionaire.

• Discuss goals each child might have to overcome obstacles and how
they might attain those goals.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Baseball, teamwork, women’s issues, World War II

Collaborative Readings

Lasky, Kathryn. Vision of Beauty: The Story of Sarah Breedlove Walker. Illus-
trated by Nneka Bennett. Candlewick Press, 2000. Picture Book (B)

Bits and Pieces
When E. B. Lewis was working on the illustra-

tions for Dirt on Their Skirts, he searched for authen-
tic uniforms for the ball team. Eventually he found
waitress uniforms from the era and adapted them for his
models to wear. The ball team players were actually ele-
mentary school staff members who agreed to dress in the
“uniforms.” Lewis photographed the “players” as they
struck various player stances. The photographs helped
him create his oil paintings. By using the waitress uni-
forms, Lewis showed an ability to problem-solve as he did
when he recruited the school staff to participate in his pho-
tography session. He knew what he wanted and found
ways to achieve it.
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Sanderson, Ruth. The Twelve Dancing Princesses

Sanderson, Ruth. The Twelve Dancing Princesses. Little, Brown,
1990. Picture Book (FL)

A king is mystified about his twelve beautiful daughters, whose shoes are
tattered and worn each morning. In an effort to uncover the reason the prin-
cesses’ shoes are falling to pieces, the king offers the hand of any one of the prin-
cesses to any suitor who can discover the secret. In this retelling, a young
commoner traveling through the kingdom hears of the challenge. A woman he
meets on the road tells him of the king’s gardener (who needs a helper), gives
him a magic cloak that makes him invisible, and admonishes him to follow the
princesses wherever they go. He is able to solve the mystery and ultimately wins
the hand of the youngest princess.

Discussion/Activity Notes

This book and those that follow retell one version or another of the tradi-
tional Grimm tale of a king’s twelve daughters who wear out their shoes every
night while they are supposedly sleeping in their locked bedrooms. Each of the
stories follows a similar story line. In each tale the person seeking the answer
displays the ability to set and achieve a goal. The immediate goal is to learn the
secret of the tattered shoes, which will lead to the final goal of winning the hand
of one of the princesses in marriage and consequently the riches of the kingdom.
But, as is often the case, goals change as new information comes to light or new
events occur.

• In each of these editions of the story, goals are reached through a series
of events. Discuss whether the goal seeker had actually planned to take
those steps or whether the sequence of events just happened.

• In the Sanderson edition, the goal seeker initially sought to learn the se-
cret and win the riches of the kingdom by marrying one of the daughters.
However, along the way he actually fell in love with the youngest prin-
cess and was willing to forego the riches if he could only be with her in
eternity. If he could not win the love of the princess, he was willing to
drink a secret potion in order to remain as one of the dancers for the rest
of his life. Discuss how or when our goals might change.

• Generally goals change when new information appears or new opportu-
nities arise that give us additional options.

– Older students might discuss the change in goals in terms of careers.
For example, an offer of a college scholarship might change a young
person’s decision about what career she or he might choose.

– Younger students might think about changes in goals in terms of
what activities they might choose for the summer. For example, a
child might feel that swimming and T-ball may be ideal choices until
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a local youth club decides to open a day camp for six weeks during the
summer. What goals will the child choose with this new opportunity?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Folk literature, persistence, problem solving

Bits and Pieces
The Brothers Grimm, Jacob and Wilhelm, col-

lected more than 200 folktales told by German
peasants. Jacob and Wilhelm viewed themselves as patri-
otic folklorists, not as entertainers of children. They began
collecting the stories during a time when Germany was be-
ing overrun by Napoleon and his French troops. The new
rulers did not want the German traditions and culture to
endure. Jacob and Wilhelm wanted to help preserve a part
of the culture that the French were intent on destroying—
the endangered oral tradition of Germany. Because of that
goal, readers of all ages have been able to enjoy favorite
tales such as Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty, Snow White,
Little Red Riding Hood, Rapunzel, Rumpelstiltskin, Hansel
and Gretel, and the Frog King for more than 200 years.

Collaborative Readings

Grimm, Jacob, and Wilhelm Grimm. The Twelve Dancing Princesses: A Fairy
Tale by Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm. Translated from the German by Anthea
Bell. Illustrated by Dorothée Duntze. North South Books, 1995.

Picture Book (FL)

Muldrow, Diane, reteller. The Twelve Dancing Princesses by the Brothers
Grimm. Illustrated by Fred Marvin. Western Publishing, 1995.

Picture Book (FL)

Ray, Jane. The Twelve Dancing Princesses. Retold and illustrated by Jane Ray.
Dutton, 1996. Picture Book (FL)

Stevenson, Suçie. The Twelve Dancing Princesses. Retold and illustrated by
Suçie Stevenson. Yearling First Choice, 1995.

Early Reader (FL)

88 7—GOALSETTING

FC-fiction FH-fiction, historical I-informational B-biography FL-folk literature TA-true account



Schanzer, Robyn. Escaping to America:
A True Story

Schanzer, Robyn. Escaping to America: A True Story. Illustrated
by Robyn Schanzer. HarperCollins, 2000. Picture Book (TA)

In 1921 Ida, Sammy, and their baby sister Ruthie were living in Poland
during World War I. Their parents decided that in order for them to survive
they must flee and that the safest place would be America. This story tells of
the sacrifices and the efforts the family had to make in order to arrive safely in
America.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Finding their life oppressive and the future dark with danger, these people
all fled their homeland. They made great sacrifices but persisted in focusing on
their goals and ultimately accomplished their objective. Although their lives
were in jeopardy, the desire to reach their goals proved greater than the risks
they took.
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—E. L. Konigsburg, From the Mixed-up
Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler

• Discuss the topic of what goals would be so compelling that one would
risk one’s life to reach them.

• Ask: What goals do you have? What sacrifices are you willing to make
in order to reach those goals?

• Ask: How does the saying “Anything worth doing takes hard work; any-
thing not worth doing is easy” relate to the topic of sacrifices and goals?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Cooperation, freedom, immigration, oppression, Poland, teamwork, World
War I

Collaborative Readings

Dolphin, Laurie. Our Journey from Tibet: Based on a True Story. Illustrated by
Nancy Jo Johnson. Dutton, 1998. Picture Book (TA)
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Freedman, Florence B. Two Tickets to Freedom: The True Story of Ellen and
William Craft, Fugitive Slaves. Illustrated by Ezra Jack Keats. Peter
Bedrick Books, 1989 (reissue). Transitional ( I )

Hopkinson, Deborah. Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt. Illustrated by James
Ransome. Alfred A. Knopf, 1993. Picture Book (FH)

———. Under the Quilt of Night. Illustrated by James Ransome. Atheneum,
2002. Picture Book (FH)

Johnston, Tony. The Wagon. Illustrated by James Ransome. William Morrow,
1996. Picture Book (FH)

Lester, Julius. This Strange New Feeling. Scholastic, 1997 (reissue).
Full-Length (TA)

Winter, Jonah. Once upon a Time in Chicago:
The Story of Benny Goodman

Winter, Jonah. Once upon a Time in Chicago: The Story of Benny
Goodman. Illustrated by Jeannette Winter. Hyperion Books,
2000. Picture Book (B)

Benny Goodman was one of twelve children born to a poor Jewish family
in Chicago. His father, David, wanted his children to have a better life than he
and his wife had. David Goodman encouraged his children to excel at whatever
they did. Benny began to play the clarinet in the fourth grade and soon was play-
ing in bands with grown men. He became a legendary jazz player—but his
father was tragically killed before Benny’s efforts paid off. Benny’s grief
seemed to intensify his efforts to play music. Those efforts eventually earned
him the designation “The King of Swing.”

Discussion/Activity Notes

Benny Goodman’s story is often said to be a Cinderella story—from rags to
riches, or at least from a poor background to public success and recognition.
Goodman’s childhood was one of poverty, but by using his resources—a clari-
net in the fourth grade—and by setting goals for his success, he managed to be-
come one of the greatest musicians in the world. His initiative and persistence
brought him world recognition. Discuss how Goodman’s life might have turned
out if he had not set a goal or if he had not persisted in practicing and finding
ways to achieve his goal.

• After reading Goodman’s story, make a list of things he did to achieve
his goal. Make a time line. How long did it take him to become recog-
nized as a great musician?

• Read about others who have reached their goals and make a similar time
line focusing on their efforts to reach their goals.
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• Locate encyclopedia articles about Benny Goodman and other informa-
tion about him in books on jazz history. Fill in the details that Winter’s
biography does not include.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Initiative, jazz, music, persistence

Collaborative Readings

Burleigh, Robert. Lookin’ for Bird in the Big City. Illustrated by Marek Los.
Harcourt, 2001. Picture Book (FH)

Gourse, Leslie. Blowing on the Changes: The Art of the Jazz Horn Players. (The
Art of Jazz). Franklin Watts, 1997. Full-Length (B)

———. Wynton Marsalis: Trumpet Genius. (Book Report Biographies). Frank-
lin Watts, 2000. Full-Length (B)

Quick Picks

�Bowen, Fred. Off the Rim

Bowen, Fred. Off the Rim. Illustrated by Ann Barrow. Peachtree, 1998.
Transitional (FC)

Michael wants to be a standout basketball player, but he is just not very
good offensively. He decides to ask his friend, a girl from his class who is a good
basketball player, to help him. In the process the girl’s mother introduces him to
the importance of being a great defensive player. The mother herself was a
guard on a six-on-six basketball team during its heyday in Iowa. In an author’s
note, Bowen tells about the importance of defensive playing in a story that fea-
tures information about the six-on-six girls’ basketball game that was played in
Iowa until 1993.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Basketball, courage, friendship, Iowa, perseverance, physical education,
sports

�Bowen, Fred. On the Line

Bowen, Fred. On the Line. Illustrated by Ann Barrow. Peachtree, 1999.
Transitional (FC)

Marcus knows he has difficulty making free throws and that this is not
helping his team win, so with the help of a friendly custodian he learns how to
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throw an underhanded toss. When it comes time to use the throw, he knows he
might look silly, but he has his eyes set on a goal—and he does whatever he has
to do to reach that goal. In an author’s note, Bowen discusses the use of the
“granny shot” that NBA star Rick Barry made famous.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Basketball, caring, physical education, problem solving, sports, winning
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—Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

�Golenbock, Peter. Hank Aaron, Brave in Every Way

Golenbock, Peter. Hank Aaron, Brave in Every Way. Illustrated by Paul Lee.
Gulliver/Harcourt, 2001. Picture Book (B)

Hank Aaron was born into poverty, but early on he set his sights on being a
major league ballplayer. At the time there weren’t any African-American play-
ers in the major leagues. Soon, though, Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier.
Keeping his goal in sight, Hank eventually earned a berth on a major league
team and challenged Babe Ruth’s home-run record. Even when the hate mail
started Hank kept his goal in sight. His parents had always been supportive, but
once news of the hate mail was published, he found the support of thousands of
people across the nation.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

African Americans, baseball, caring, integrity, prejudice, race relations,
sports, success orientation

�Hughes, Langston. The Dream Keeper and Other Poems

Hughes, Langston. The Dream Keeper and Other Poems. Illustrated by Brian
Pinkney. Alfred A. Knopf, 1994. Full-Length (FC)

The Dream Keeper and Other Poems is a collection of sixty-six poems,
each one having some focus on setting goals, although other traits are present as
well. These poems beg to be read aloud.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, curiosity, friendship, poetry, positive attitude, self-discipline
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�Krull, Kathleen. Wilma Unlimited: How Wilma Rudolph
Became the World’s Fastest Woman

Krull, Kathleen. Wilma Unlimited: How Wilma Rudolph Became the World’s
Fastest Woman. Illustrated by David Diaz. Harcourt, 1996. Picture Book (B)

After Wilma’s childhood bout with polio at the age of five, the doctors told
her she would never walk again. Her determination enabled her not only to walk
again but to run as well. She set her goals and overcame the effects of polio, of
being African American in a segregated society, and of participating in a sport
that males dominated. She set her goals and achieved them through
self-discipline, perseverance, and initiative. By patiently focusing on her goal,
she became the first American woman to win three Olympic gold medals.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

African Americans, initiative, Olympic Games, patience, perseverance,
physical education, polio, race relations, self-discipline, sports, track and
field, Wilma Rudolph, women’s issues

�Martin, Jacqueline Briggs. Button, Bucket, Sky

Martin, Jacqueline Briggs. Button, Bucket, Sky. Illustrated by Vicki Jo
Redenbaugh. Carolrhoda, 1998. Picture Book (FH)

Annie Livermore, with the help of two neighborhood children, gathers and
plants acorns to provide a stand of oak trees for future generations. Years later
the trees reach to the skies. At the end of the story the two children return to the
neighborhood to visit Annie and walk through the neighborhood to view the
trees they planted.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, gardening, nature, oaks, science, teamwork, trees

�Mead, Alice. Junebug

Mead, Alice. Junebug. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1995. Transitional (FC)

Junebug lives in the projects, and while he is feeling the pull of the gangs
all around him, he is equally apprehensive about his mother’s proposed move
across town. Only when he sees his aunt being lured closer to the gangs does he
realize that, in order to fulfill his dream of becoming a sailor, he must find a way
to change his life. This story of hope will provoke much discussion.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

African Americans, caring, flexibility, gangs, self-discipline

Quick Picks 93

FC-fiction FH-fiction, historical I-informational B-biography FL-folk literature TA-true account



�Rockwell, Thomas. How to Eat Fried Worms

Rockwell, Thomas. How to Eat Fried Worms. Illustrated by Emily A. Arnold.
Yearling, 1953. Transitional (FC)

Four boys, all friends, find that a discussion of what a worm tastes like
leads to a dare. Three of the boys dare Billy to eat fifteen worms—one a day for
fifteen days. If Billy succeeds he will get $50—enough to help him buy a bike he
desperately wants.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Betting, dare, humor, positive attitude, self-discipline, success orientation,
worms

�Say, Allen. El Chino

Say, Allen. El Chino. Houghton Mifflin, 1990. Picture Book (B)

Billy Wong loves basketball, but even with his determination and talent
he realizes that he will probably not make the professional leagues. Instead he
turns his determination to becoming a successful engineer. But he pines for
more adventure—and a sport in which he can succeed. While working as an en-
gineer he saves money to travel to Spain. When he first sees a bullfight, he
knows what he wants to be. He trains and auditions for a bullfighting position,
but he doesn’t fill the bill as a Spanish bullfighter —after all, he is Chinese. Only
when he acknowledges his being Chinese does he make his mark as El
Chino—the great Chinese bullfighter.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Asian Americans, bullfighting, Chinese Americans, flexibility, initiative,
problem solving, success orientation

�Wells, Rosemary. Mary on Horseback: Three Mountain Stories

Wells, Rosemary. Mary on Horseback: Three Mountain Stories. Dial, 1998.
Transitional (B)

Mary Breckenridge was the unforgettable founder of the Frontier Nursing
Service, which has helped residents in the Appalachian Mountains in rural Ken-
tucky since 1925. These three stories profile her work with three patients.
Mary’s goal was to help the people of this region, and she worked to reach that
goal.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Appalachia, caring, initiative, Kentucky, nursing, teamwork
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8—HUMILITY
8—Humility

Humility is having respect for others
and their positions or conditions and
not exerting one’s authority in an in-
appropriate or insensitive manner.

Bunting, Eve. The Wednesday Surprise

Bunting, Eve. The Wednesday Surprise
Bunting, Eve. The Wednesday Surprise. Illustrated by Donald Carrick.

Clarion, 1989. Picture Book (FC)

Every Wednesday Anna spends the evening with her grandmother. Grand-
mother is not able to read, so together the two of them decide to surprise Anna’s
father. For weeks Anna helps her grandmother learn to read. Finally, when
Grandmother is ready, they bring out the books and Grandma reads for her son.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Despite their situations in life—not being able to read and not having a
home—each of the characters in these books remains grounded in his or her sta-
tion in life. Each shows an element of humility by openly acknowledging their
situation and making efforts to overcome it. Being humble sometimes means ac-
cepting one’s situation and not having false pride, because pride can often pro-
hibit one from moving forward.

95
FC-fiction FH-fiction, historical I-informational B-biography FL-folk literature TA-true account



�5���
��� ��	� ��� �	� �������� 
	�� ��
�����	
� ��� �� ���	� �	��
	� ��� ��	� ��
�	� �"���  
�� ������� �� ���� ���
������ $� �	�� ��		��� ���� ��������
����������	
����

��

—William Temple

• Ask: The grandmother (in The Wednesday Surprise) and the grandfa-
ther (in A Day’s Work) are each eager to learn. How did their humility
and attitude help them get along in life?

• Ask: Have you ever felt bad about something you were not able to do?
How did you handle the situation? Did telling someone else help?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, grandmothers, literacy, patience, reading

Collaborative Readings

Bunting, Eve. A Day’s Work. Illustrated by Ronald Himler. Houghton Mifflin,
1997 repr. Picture Book (FC)

———. Fly Away Home. Illustrated by Ronald Himler. Clarion, 1993.
Picture Book (FC)

Polacco, Patricia. Chicken Sunday

Polacco, Patricia. Chicken Sunday. Philomel Books, 1992. Picture Book (FC)

The narrator, a character based on the author as a child, tells the story of her
connections to her two “blood brothers,” Stewart and Winston, and their grand-
mother, Miss Eula. The family is African American, but they share with Patricia
a friendship that transcends race and religion. The three children decide to go to
Mr. Kodinski’s shop to investigate purchasing a hat for Miss Eula. As they ap-
proach, Mr. Kodinski mistakes them for the vandals who have just egged his
shop. The three children are in the wrong place at the wrong time. To show their
sincerity and convince him that they are not the vandals, the three decide to cre-
ate some decorated eggs for him—a reminder of his Ukrainian heritage. Mr.
Kodinski is impressed with their “chutzpah” and eventually gives them the hat
they had wanted for Miss Eula.
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Discussion/Activity Notes

In each of Polacco’s books there is an element of humility as her characters
accept and honor their personal situations in life. Intertwined with their sense of
humility is a great deal of caring and friendship. For each of these books, have
students list actions that show humility, caring, and friendship.

• How did Mr. Kodinski show his humility when the children returned
with the pysanky eggs? Did he receive the children with respect?

• Ask: How did the children humble themselves?

• Being humble is sometimes difficult when people are caught in a situa-
tion where they are correct but must reach out to their adversary if there
is to be peace. How does this comment fit the three children?

• Have students decorate eggs and share them with someone they care
about. This can be as simple as having young children color in an egg
shape on paper or creating actual pysanky eggs.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, families, friendship, initiative, integrity, intergenerational friendships,
pysanky eggs, Ukrainian culture

Bits and Pieces
In 1937 Buzz Holmstrom was intending to

“run” the 1,100 miles of the Green and Colorado
Rivers in a boat he had designed and built. A friend was to
accompany him, but at the last minute the friend could not
go, so Holmstrom set out alone. When he finished the trip
he was lauded by the nation for “conquering the rapids of
the Colorado.” But in his humility he refused to speak of
his efforts in those terms. Instead he spoke of the beauty of
the canyon, the gentle sounds of the river, and of his
friend—the moon. With the nation still watching Holmstrom
returned to his hometown of Coquille, Oregon, where he
went back to work at a local gas station. Shortly after, in
the basement of his mother’s home, he began work on cre-
ating the boat for the next trip.

Collaborative Readings

Polacco, Patricia. Recheka’s Eggs. Putnam, 1988. Picture Book (FC)

———. Tikvah Means Hope. Picture Yearling, 1996. Picture Book (FC)
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Polacco, Patricia. Luba and the Wren

Luba and the Wren
Polacco, Patricia. Luba and the Wren. Philomel Books, 1999.

Picture Book (FC)

When Luba saves a wren’s life, her parents insist she return to ask for a
favor. The parents never seem to be satisfied, and they send Luba back time and
time again. In the end the parents become the happy couple they were when they
started.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Sometimes those with seemingly little power and wealth think other situa-
tions would make them a different person or at least happier. Then when they
obtain power, they lose their humility. Satisfaction seldom comes when one has
not earned power or wealth.

• After reading any of these stories, compare the situations they depict to
real-life situations from the children’s experiences. Ask: Have you en-
countered people in significant roles who are caught up with the power
of their position? Example: Perhaps they know of sports heroes who
will not sign autographs or talk to news reporters as well as those who
actually invite fans to ask for autographs or readily provide information
to the news media.

• Ask: Who is the most powerful person in the story, and why? How do
we measure power? Are the wealthiest people or those who have the
most possessions automatically the most powerful?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Greed, folk literature, Ukrainian culture
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—Norman Vincent Peale

Collaborative Readings

Demi. The Stonecutter. Crown, 1995. Picture Book (FL)

Godden, Rumer. The Old Woman Who Lived in a Vinegar Bottle. Buccaneer
Books, 1995. Picture Book (FL)
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MacDonald, Margaret Read. The Old Woman Who Lived in a Vinegar Bottle: A
British Fairy Tale. Illustrated by Nancy Dunaway Fowlkes. August House
Little Folk, 1995. Picture Book (FL)

McDermott, Gerald. The Stonecutter: A Japanese Folktale. Viking, 1978.
Picture Book (FL)

Wells, Rosemary. The Fisherman and His Wife: A Brand New Version. Illus-
trated by Eleanor Hubbard. Dial Books for Young Readers, 1998.

Picture Book (FL)
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—Ted Turner

QUICK PICKS

�Curtis, Christopher Paul. The Watsons Go to Birmingham

Curtis, Christopher Paul. The Watsons Go to Birmingham. Delacorte, 1996.
Full-Length (FH)

Byron Watson is constantly in trouble and an irritant to his family. He steals
change and cuts school. His parents decide to pack up Byron and his younger
brother Kenny and head south, where Byron will spend the summer with his
tiny, strict grandmother. However, the time is September 1963, and when the
family gets to Birmingham, they find themselves smack in the middle of one of
the most chilling events in civil rights history—the burning of the Sixteenth
Street Baptist Church, in which four young African-American girls were killed.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Civil rights, goalsetting, race relations, self-discipline, success orientation,
U.S. history
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—Thomas Merton
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�Fleischman, Paul. Seedfolks

Fleischman, Paul. Seedfolks. Illustrated by Judy Pedersen. HarperCollins, 1996.
Full-Length (FC)

In a dilapidated area of the inner city, a young girl plants a few lima beans
in an empty lot. Soon other neighbors are inspired to plant seeds, nurture, and
care for them. Hispanics, Haitians, Koreans, young children, and old people be-
gin to turn the littered lot into a garden for the whole community. Their devotion
to the common good and the fact that all in the neighborhood are humbled by the
growth of new life among their houses speak volumes about humility.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Diversity, gardens, neighbors, self-discipline, setting goals

�Polacco, Patricia. Babushka’s Doll

Polacco, Patricia. Babushka’s Doll. Simon & Schuster, 1990. Picture Book (FC)

During a visit to her grandmother’s home, Natasha becomes very demand-
ing. Grandmother must drop everything to tend to Natasha’s demands. When
her grandmother—Babushka—goes out, Natasha is left with Babushka’s doll,
which comes to life and makes the same types of demands of Natasha as Natasha
had made of her grandmother. When Natasha realizes the similarity of the situa-
tions, she is humbled and appreciates her grandmother all the more.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Dolls, flexibility, grandparents, problem solving

�Steptoe, John. Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters: An African Tale

Steptoe, John. Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters: An African Tale. Lothrop, Lee &
Shepard, 1987. Picture Book (FL)

In a classic tale of two sisters—one kind, the other self-absorbed—the kind
sister is completely humble in spite of her obvious beauty and caring attitude.
She of course gets the “prize.”

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, folk literature (African), integrity
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CHAPTER

9
����

9—HUMOR9—Humor

Humor is the quality that allows one
to appreciate the comic or amusing as-
pects of a situation or an event.

Bits and Pieces
Writers who use humor in their writing often

use one of the following techniques:

1. Asking serious questions about a not-so-serious (or
completely nonsensical) incident or idea.

2. Reversing the preceding situation and taking a per-
fectly normal situation and asking not-so-serious questions.

3. Adding a twisted ending or a surprise to something
rather normal.

4. Using wordplay, puns, and figurative language.
Multiple meanings of words are often used to elicit chuck-
les from those who recognize the double meaning.

5. Using multiple-effect technique—that is, a rather nor-
mal action repeated over and over to the point of
ridiculousness.

Discuss what types of things bring chuckles in the class-
room. Do any of those incidents fit into any of the preced-
ing five categories? Discuss what makes a real-life
situation funny. Is there a difference in chuckles that come
at the expense of someone else and chuckles that are funny
to most people?
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Kellogg, Steven. The Three Sillies

Kellogg, Steven. The Three Sillies. Candlewick Press, 1999.
Picture Book (FL)

A farmer, his wife, and his daughter are all hopelessly silly. When a gentle-
man seeks the daughter’s hand in marriage, the three sillies begin to think about
what might happen. A hilarious conclusion results as they begin to imagine vari-
ous scenarios and make preposterous conjectures. This is a new version of an
age-old tale.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Recognizing when one’s behavior is silly or humorous can lighten up many
situations. Being able to see the humor in situations is a trait that will serve stu-
dents well.

• How do the participants acknowledge the humor in this tale? Do the
characters think of themselves as silly? If not, why not?

• If so, do they accept their silliness as something positive or are they sim-
ply unaware?

• Ask students to share silly experiences in their lives. Did they think the
situation was silly at the time, or did they recognize its comic quality
only afterward?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Folk literature, humility

Collaborative Readings

de la Mare, Walter. The Three Sillies. (Classic Short Stories). Creative Educa-
tion, 1991. Picture Book (FL)

Hoberman, Mary Ann. The Two Sillies. Illustrated by Lynn Woodcock Cravath.
Harcourt Brace, 2000. Picture Book (FL)

Lowell, Susan. Cindy Ellen: A Wild West Cinderella

Lowell, Susan. Cindy Ellen: A Wild West Cinderella. Illustrated by
Jane K. Manning. HarperCollins/Joanna Cotler Books, 2000.

Picture Book  (FL)

This is a Wild West version of the traditional Cinderella tale. Cindy Ellen’s
stepmother is just plain mean and so are her two stepsisters. Cindy Ellen does all
the work on the ranch, and when her stepmother tells her she cannot go to the
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square dance and rodeo, Cindy Ellen’s fairy godmother comes to the rescue. But
her magic won’t do any good if Cindy Ellen doesn’t get some gumption, so
Cindy Ellen changes her attitude and begins to assert herself. In this rip-roaring
tale, Cindy Ellen loses a diamond spur, which is retrieved by a cowboy, Joe
Prince. The retelling has a classic ending.

Discussion/Activity Notes

This author, Susan Lowell, has taken classic folk literature and created ver-
sions that are sure to provide some humor.

• After reading Cindy Ellen’s story, compare and contrast it with any of
the classic retellings of the Cinderella tale.

• Read other fractured versions of classic tales written by Lowell. Com-
pare and contrast the ones you read with their classic versions.

• Discuss the techniques Lowell uses. Ask: What did Lowell do to make
these tales more humorous than the classic versions of the ones she
has retold? How do the characters in each of the stories show a sense of
humor?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

American West, cowboys, cowgirls, folklore retellings, fractured tales, imagination

Collaborative Readings

Any other retellings or reworkings of the classic “Cinderella” tale.

Any other versions of the classic “Shoemaker and the Elves” tale will also be
useful.

Any other versions of the classic “Three Little Pigs” tale will also be useful.

Lowell, Susan. The Bootmaker and the Elves. Illustrated by Tom Curry. Or-
chard, 1997. Picture Book (FL)

———. The Three Little Javelinas. Illustrated by Jim Harris. Rising Moon,
1992. Picture Book (FL)

�$� ��� �	 	"	� �� �	
 �����
	 � � � -	%
�	��	� � � � ��	�	���� �	 ���	�� ��� ��
�� �� ��	�	���� �	��������� ���	��	�	��

—Louise Fitzhugh, Sport
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Sachar, Louis. Dogs Don’t Tell Jokes

Sachar, Louis. Dogs Don’t Tell Jokes. Random House/Alfred A.
Knopf, 1991. Full-Length (FC)

Gary Boone is known by his classmates as “Goon.” He is constantly crack-
ing jokes, some of which are funny and some not. His classmates vote him class
clown. No one takes him seriously. Gary thinks his classmates are laughing with
him, but often they are laughing at him. He drives his parents and teachers crazy.
Then in the sixth grade two of his classmates think it would be hilarious to sabo-
tage Gary’s performance at the class talent show. However, their efforts only
add to Gary’s act, and laughter surrounds Gary’s well-planned performance.

Discussion/Activity Notes

People who can see the humorous aspects of a situation are often happier
than those who constantly look on the somber side. However, humor can some-
times be annoying if it is not used appropriately. Humor doesn’t equate to being
silly at inappropriate times.

• Choose a humorous incident from the book and discuss whether the hu-
mor was an appropriate response to what was going on. If not, what
would the appropriate response be?

• Do you think the talent show was an appropriate place for Gary’s jokes?
Why or why not?

• Why do you think the two sixth-grade classmates thought it would be
funny to sabotage Gary’s act? Do you think their actions were funny?
Why or why not?

• Make a list of ten practical jokes that would be funny to both those play-
ing the joke and the person they are playing the joke on. Show your list
to five friends and ask them whether the jokes would be funny if you
played the jokes on them.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Friendship, jokes, school

Collaborative Readings

Hurwitz, Johanna. Class Clown. Illustrated by Sheila Hamanaka. Scholastic,
1995. Full-Length (FC)

Sachar, Louis. Sideways Stories from Wayside School. Illustrated by Julie
Brinckloe. Avon, 1998. Full-Length (FC)
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QUICK PICKS

�Danziger, Paula. Amber Brown Is Feeling Blue

Danziger, Paula. Amber Brown Is Feeling Blue. Illustrated by Tony Ross.
Putnam, 1998. Transitional (FC)

Amber Brown and the new girl in school, Kelly Green, become friends af-
ter a difficult start. The real drama unfolds when Amber must decide which par-
ent to spend Thanksgiving with—after all, no one should be alone on a holiday.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, divorce, friendship, holidays, school stories, Thanksgiving
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—Katherine Paterson, Jip: His Story

�Goble, Paul. Iktomi and the Berries: A Plains Indian Story

Goble, Paul. Iktomi and the Berries: A Plains Indian Story. Orchard, 1992.
Picture Book (FL)

Iktomi, the trickster Goble has invented, is hunting for prairie dogs but
instead finds buffalo berries in the water. He repeatedly dives for them, not real-
izing that what he sees is a reflection in the water.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, confidence, folk literature (Native American), goalsetting,
illusion, perseverance, positive attitude, success orientation, trickster tales

�Goble, Paul. Iktomi Loses His Eyes: A Plains Indian Story

Goble, Paul. Iktomi Loses His Eyes: A Plains Indian Story. Orchard, 1999.
Picture Book (FL)

Iktomi borrows a “bad guy’s” eye trick but violates the terms of the lease
and ends up losing his eyes. Undaunted, he tricks mouse and buffalo each out of
one of their eyes. However, the different sizes don’t work very well together.
Goble plays with the trickster and with his own story.
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, confidence, folk literature (Native American), goalsetting,
perseverance, positive attitude, sight, success orientation, trickster tales
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CHAPTER

10
����������

10—INITIATIVE10—Initiative

Initiative is the ability to take action
independently without outside influ-
ence or control. It is a willingness to
make the first move or take the first
step without being prompted by any-
one else.

Barasch, Lynne. Radio Rescue

Barasch, Lynne. Radio Rescue. Frances Foster, 2000.
Picture Book (TA)

In the early 1920s Robert Marx, a twelve-year-old boy, bought a second-
hand wireless radio and earphones. He studied hard to learn Morse code.
Finally, he earned his operator’s license, was given the callsign 2AZK, and be-
gan talking with people all over the world. He used Morse code to communicate
with them. One night he picked up a distress signal in Florida from a family that
was stranded in a flood. Using his wireless radio the young boy managed to send
help to the family. Robert Marx was the author’s father, and in Radio Rescue she
relates the dramatic events of that night.

Discussion/Activity Notes

The young boy in this story found himself in the midst of an emergency, so
he used his initiative to find help for the family. He was also able to problem-solve
and figure out what action to take. The family’s rescue involved the boy’s initia-
tive, problem solving, and caring, but it also relied on the teamwork of others
near the location to make the rescue a reality.

The early part of the story focuses on setting goals. Once the young boy de-
cided that he wanted to become a radio operator, he set about making that hap-
pen (not unlike the inventor of the Morse code itself or Louis Braille, who
perfected and developed the Braille system used by blind people the world
over). Morse code was developed in 1832, when an American inventor named

107
FC-fiction FH-fiction, historical I-informational B-biography FL-folk literature TA-true account



Samuel Morse started scribbling in his notebook. The code he created became
the global standard for sending messages along wires and later over the air-
waves. Morse code was, in its time, comparable to today’s network connection
for the Internet. It allowed communication throughout the world.

• Ask: What were some early signs that the young boy in the story would
succeed in reaching his goal?

• Ask students to cite some instances in which the protagonist showed
initiative.

• Ask: Why is initiative so important in crisis situations? Have students
research other types of disasters (e.g., volcanoes, tornadoes, tsunamis,
hurricanes) and write about how people can respond.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, disasters, flood rescues, goalsetting, Morse code, problem solving,
teamwork, wireless radio

Collaborative Readings

Hudson, John. Samuel F. B. Morse: Artist with a Message. (The Sowers). Illus-
trated by Shirley Young. Mott Media, 1987. Full-Length (B)

Kerby, Mona. Frederick Douglass and Samuel Morse. iuniverse.com, 2001.
Full-Length (B)

Bits and Pieces
Elementary students attending Jackson Elemen-

tary School in Everett, Washington, noticed that
Pigeon Creek was no longer a habitat for the salmon that
once swam there. They did not wait for a governmental or
an environmental agency to come in and clean up the
stream. They took the initiative to organize clean up days,
publicize their need for help, monitor the stream and keep
it clean, and restore the salmon’s habitat. They formed a
partnership with the Adopt-a-Stream Foundation, and
eventually the salmon came back and the stream returned
to its earlier grand state. The story of the initiative and
continuing efforts of these children is told in a book by
Molly Cone, Come Back, Salmon: How a Group of Dedi-
cated Kids Adopted Pigeon Creek and Brought It Back to
Life (Sierra Club, 1994).
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Conford, Ellen. Annabel the Actress:
Starring in Just a Little Extra

Conford, Ellen. Annabel the Actress: Starring in Just a Little Extra.
Illustrated by Renee W. Andriani. Simon & Schuster, 2000.

Transitional (FC)

When a film company comes to town, Annabel is determined to be in the
movie. She manages to obtain a part as an extra and spends the entire night
watching scary movies and practicing her screaming—at the top of her lungs.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Annabel’s goal is to become an actress. She is determined, and whenever
she gets a chance, she attempts to move toward that goal. Her initiative moves
her further, step-by-step. When a mishap or some other obstacle blocks her
progress, she shows flexibility.

• Discuss Annabel as a person. Ask: Would you like to be her friend?
Why or why not?

• What character traits does Annabel exhibit? Cite specific examples.

• If Annabel did not show initiative and flexibility, how might the story
have changed?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Acting, confidence, drama, film, flexibility, goalsetting, humor, perseverance

Collaborative Readings

Conford, Ellen. Annabel the Actress Starring in “Gorilla My Dreams.” Illus-
trated by Renee Williams-Andriani. Simon & Schuster, 1999.

Transitional  (FC)

Roop, Peter, and Connie Roop.
Keep the Lights Burning, Abbie

Roop, Peter, and Connie Roop. Keep the Lights Burning, Abbie. Il-
lustrated by Peter E. Hanson. Carolrhoda, 1985.

Picture Book (TA)

When Abbie’s mother becomes ill and her father leaves on a trip, a storm
comes up and keeps her father away from the family’s lighthouse. Abbie is the
only one who can help save the ships by keeping the lights in the lighthouse lit.
This story is based on the true events in the life of Abbie Burgess in 1856.

Roop, Peter, and Connie Roop. Keep the Lights Burning, Abbie 109

FC-fiction FH-fiction, historical I-informational B-biography FL-folk literature TA-true account



Discussion/Activity Notes

The books about Abbie Burgess provide details about her initiative in mak-
ing sure the lights in the lighthouse were kept burning. Her mother was ill, and
her father was unable to get back to the island. Abbie used her initiative to make
sure ships on the water would have lights to warn them of the dangerous rocks.
The following book by Hopkinson is based on the events surrounding the life
experiences of Birdie (Bertha) Holland. On her tenth birthday she learns that her
sailor father is to become the keeper of Maine’s Turtle Island lighthouse. Even
though her father is not sure a girl can learn to clip the lamp wicks and polish the
reflectors that light the way, Birdie persists and learns the tasks. Her knowledge
is put to use in an emergency.

• Cite specific examples of Abbie’s initiative; if Hopkinson’s book is
read, cite specific examples of Birdie’s initiative.

• Ask: What is the difference between taking initiative confidently and
taking foolhardy actions? What makes one action admirable whereas
another action (or the same one for another person) would be reckless?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Confidence, lighthouses, perseverance, persistence, science, self-discipline,
storms

Collaborative Readings

Hopkinson, Deborah. Birdie’s Lighthouse. Illustrated by Kimberly Bulcken
Root. Atheneum, 1997. Picture Book (FH)

Vaughn, Marcia. Abbie Against the Storm: The True Story of a Young Heroine
and a Lighthouse. Illustrated by Bill Farnsworth. Beyond Words Pub-
lishing, 2001. Picture Book (TA)

Walker, Jim. The WWW Virtual Library: The World’s Lighthouses, Lightships
and Lifesaving Stations. <http://www.maine.com/lights/www_vl.htm>
(Accessed August 2000) ( I )

Smith, Cynthia Leitich. Jingle Dancer

Smith, Cynthia Leitich. Jingle Dancer. Illustrated by Cornelius Van
Wright and Ying-Hwa Hu. Morrow Junior Books, 2000.

Picture Book  (FC)

Jenna dreams of dancing at the intertribal powwow. She practices by
watching her grandmother dance. There is not enough time to get the “jingles”
to make four rows of them on a jingle dress to wear for the powwow. Jenna man-
ages to borrow a row from four others who do not plan to attend the powwow.
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Discussion/Activity Notes

When Jenna expresses her wish to dance in the intertribal powwow, she is
told there is not enough time to order the jingles necessary to make her dancing
dress. However, Jenna does not let that daunt her. Using her initiative, she asks
her relatives whether she may borrow a row of their jingles. She sticks with the
task (persistence) until she is successful—and obtains enough jingles for four
rows. With the cooperation of her family members (teamwork), she obtains the
necessary jingles and subsequently dances at the powwow. The following books
by Hoyt-Goldsmith (or other titles that might be available by the same author)
focus on traditions in other Native American families, showing how modern-day
families honor their heritage by keeping their family’s traditions. There might
be many other titles that deal with traditions that are part of the celebrations of
other families. Patricia Polacco’s The Bee Tree is an example of such a tradition.
Often the effort to keep a tradition alive involves initiative by a member of the
family.

• Ask: How did Jenna demonstrate her initiative? What actions did she
take?

• Discuss the cooperation and teamwork that each of Jenna’s contacts
contributed to the project.

• After reading some of the collaborative reading titles, compare and con-
trast Jenna and her actions to the role each of the children in the other
titles played in their families.

• In their quest to be independent and handle situations by themselves,
children sometimes show a level of disrespect to their elders. Discuss
the actions of these children. Were they able to show respect while also
showing initiative?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Dance, family traditions, Native Americans, persistence, powwows, success
orientation, teamwork, traditions (Native American)

Collaborative Readings

Hoyt-Goldsmith, Diane. Potlatch: A Tsimshian Celebration. Illustrated by
Lawrence Migdale. Holiday House, 1997. Picture Book  ( I )

———. Pueblo Storyteller. Illustrated by Lawrence Migdale. Holiday House,
1991. Picture Book  ( I )

Polacco, Patricia. The Bee Tree. Philomel Books, 1993. Picture Book (FC)
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Bits and Pieces
The Sacramento Business Journal has collected

and reported stories of initiative within business set-
tings. One story related how a manager in a Home Depot
store in Orange, Connecticut, took a phone call from a
woman who had recently been confined to a wheelchair.
She was unable to maneuver her wheelchair down the
steps and wanted to find a carpenter. After her inquiry the
manager, Leighton Royster, took the initiative to see to it
that the woman got all the materials and labor she needed
to construct the ramp—free. For his part, Royster used the
opportunity to teach store associates how to build a deck
and a ramp.

Williams, Vera B. A Chair for My Mother

Williams, Vera B. A Chair for My Mother. Greenwillow, 1983.
Picture Book (FC)

A fire destroys a family’s home and all their furniture. Now Mother has no
place to relax after coming home from work. She works long, hard hours to earn
money to support her daughter and her own mother—the daughter’s grand-
mother. The narrator decides her mother needs a chair, so she saves pennies until
she has enough money to buy a beautiful floral chair for her mother.

Discussion/Activity Notes

In each of these books by Williams, money saved over a period of time pro-
vides the funds for buying something very special. In A Chair for My Mother,
the something special is a chair for the little girl’s mother, but in Something
Special for Me, the purchased item is an accordion that brings joy to the whole
family.

• Ask: Have you ever been part of a plan to save for something special?
Did it involve any actions that showed initiative? For example, did you
think of ways to earn money to contribute to the money being saved?
Perhaps you mowed lawns, took soda cans to the recycling center,
babysat, and so forth.

• Have students think about something they want or need. Ask: How
could you use your initiative to obtain that item?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, disasters, families (maternal), fires, furniture, goalsetting, perseverance,
persistence
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Collaborative Readings

Williams, Vera. Something Special for Me. William Morrow, 1986 repr.
Picture Book (FC)

Winter, Jeanette. Follow the Drinking Gourd

Winter, Jeanette. Follow the Drinking Gourd. Alfred A. Knopf, 1992
repr. Picture Book  (FH)

This is a retelling of the accomplishments of Harriet Tubman, who, after
arriving in the North and gaining her freedom, returned to the South to lead more
slaves to the North and freedom. The route to freedom involved following the
North Star in the constellation known as the “drinking gourd.”

Discussion/Activity Notes

Harriet Tubman showed a great deal of courage and integrity in seeing that
people were treated properly. Tubman’s initiative is evident when she takes
charge of a situation and initiates actions that result in good. A similar situation
evolves for Clara, who, in Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt, uses her initia-
tive to create and make a patchwork quilt patterned to show a map to freedom.

• After reading about Harriet Tubman, as well as Hopkinson’s Sweet
Clara and the Freedom Quilt, ask: Were there other instances in which
Harriet Tubman and Clara showed initiative?

• Discuss the fact that Harriet Tubman was a real person whose story is
sometimes told with fictionalized details to fill in the gaps in areas we
do not know about. Clara is an imaginary person built on a composite of
people who used many ingenious methods of fleeing to safety. Is Clara a
believable character? What about Harriet Tubman?

• Discuss the main characters in Johnston’s book (below) or in the second
title by Hopkinson. Do they demonstrate initiative? How?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Abolitionism, courage, integrity, slavery, U.S. history

Collaborative Readings

Hopkinson, Deborah. Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt. Illustrated by James
Ransome. Alfred A. Knopf, 1993. Picture Book (FH)

———. Under the Quilt of Night. Illustrated by James Ransome. Atheneum,
2001. Picture Book (FH)
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Johnston, Tony. The Wagon. Illustrated by James Ransome. William Morrow,
1996. Picture Book (FH)

QUICK PICKS

�Ada, Alma Flor. The Gold Coin

Ada, Alma Flor. The Gold Coin. Illustrated by Neil Waldman. Aladdin, 1994.
Picture Book (FL)

Juan has been a thief for so long that he can’t remember a time when he was
not. He decides to steal a gold coin from Dona Josefa and in his plan to do so
finds himself transformed. His skin changes from pale to tan, his body from
straight to bent, and his mouth forms a smile—something others have never
seen him do. Memories of good times come back to him.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Folk literature (Spanish), honesty, persistence, problem solving

Bits and Pieces
But to take initiative does not necessarily mean

spending more money or time to do something
special. The Sacramento Bee (<http://sacramento.bcentral
.com/sacramento/stories/2000/03/27/smallb5.html>) also
tells the story of a waitress who was hired because she
looked friendly and pleasant. She was. She took the initia-
tive to learn the names of customers and their children (and
sometimes their dogs) and to remember what and how each
customer wanted their order prepared. The customers came
back, and the restaurant began to flourish. The waitress had
taken the initiative to do her job just a little bit above and
beyond what normally might be expected. How could the
waitress’s philosophy of doing her job a little bit better ap-
ply to young learners? What could they accomplish with a
little initiative?

�Martin, Jacqueline Briggs. Grandmother Bryant’s Pockets

Martin, Jacqueline Briggs. Grandmother Bryant’s Pockets. Illustrated by Petra
Mathers. Houghton Mifflin, 1996. Transitional (FH)

When her beloved dog dies in a barn fire, Sarah is plagued by bad dreams.
Even grandmother’s gift of a pocket with the words Fear Not embroidered on it
does not calm her fears. Eventually Grandmother’s soothing words and empathy
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help bring Sarah to the point where her dreams are about rain—but not before a
neighbor connives to keep Sarah’s lost pocket.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, dogs, fire, flexibility, integrity, problem solving, rural living

�Mott, Evelyn Clarke. Dancing Rainbows:
A Pueblo Boy’s Story

Mott, Evelyn Clarke. Dancing Rainbows: A Pueblo Boy’s Story. Cobblehill,
1996. Picture Book ( I )

June 24 is Feast Day in the San Juan pueblo in New Mexico. In this account
Curt, a young Tewa Indian boy, and his grandfather participate in the festivities.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Confidence, humility, integrity, Native Americans, New Mexico, pueblo,
Tewa, traditions (Native American)
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CHAPTER

11
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11—INTEGRITY11—Integrity

Integrity is an adherence to a set of
principles or a code of values—espe-
cially moral. It is being just, impartial,
fair, and honest and is characterized
by straightforwardness of conduct
and a refusal to act immorally (i.e., to
lie, cheat, steal, or deceive in any
way).

Adler, C. S. Winning

Adler, C. S. Winning. Clarion, 1999. Full-Length  (FC)

Vicky, an eighth-grader, struggles to keep her friendship with her best
friend when Vicky’s love of tennis seems to intrude on their time together. But
the real crisis comes when Vicky is teamed with a great tennis player, Brenda, to
play in a doubles match. Through various events, Vicky realizes that Brenda
may be cheating and that Brenda expects her to do the same. The strategy is to
miscall any balls that land near the line as “out” even if they land inside the
white line. Vicky struggles with the prospect of what might happen during the
match and how she will react. Read aloud from chapter 12 (page 138) on and
find out how Vicky demonstrates the trait of integrity.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Discuss the trait of integrity and then set up the background for the reading
of chapters 12 and 13. Answer the following questions:

• What was the dilemma that Vicky faced in these chapters?

• What decisions did she have to make?

• What would the probable outcome of either of her decisions be?
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Cheating, friendship, physical education, sports, tennis

Collaborative Readings

Bauer, Marion Dane. On My Honor. Houghton Mifflin, 1987. Transitional (FC)

Havill, Juanita. Jamaica and the Substitute Teacher

Havill, Juanita. Jamaica and the Substitute Teacher. Illustrated by
Anne Sibley O’Brien. Houghton Mifflin, 1999. Picture Book (FC)

Mrs. Duval is a substitute teacher in Jamaica’s class. Jamaica thinks that
Mrs. Duval is very nice, and during the course of the day Jamaica is praised for
her ability in reading and other activities. But Jamaica does not know how to
spell one of the words on the spelling test, and she looks over to copy off another
student’s paper. When the tests are corrected Jamaica gets a perfect score, but
she does not hand the paper in because she realizes she has done wrong. Before
the end of the day, Jamaica apologizes to Mrs. Duval and acknowledges that she
made a poor decision.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Discuss the trait of integrity, and ask students how Jamaica demonstrated
that trait. Even though she made a poor decision initially, she realized her mis-
take and dealt with the situation in a manner that restored her integrity. By apol-
ogizing to Mrs. Duval, Jamaica also exhibited responsibility—that is, making
herself accountable for her actions. In the following three stories about Jamaica,
she makes other ethical decisions.

• Is it more difficult to make the right decision or to acknowledge that you
have made a poor decision?

• Have you ever been in a situation where it was really difficult to do the
right thing? Were you able to make the right decision? Why or why not?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Cheating, responsibility, school, substitute teachers
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—Anonymous

Collaborative Readings

Havill, Juanita. Jamaica and Brianna. Illustrated by Anne Sibley O’Brien.
Houghton Mifflin, 1996. Picture Book (FC)

———. Jamaica Finds. Illustrated by Anne Sibley O’Brien. Houghton Mifflin,
1987. Picture Book (FC)

———. Jamaica Tag-Along. Illustrated by Anne Sibley O’Brien. Houghton
Mifflin, 1989. Picture Book (FC)

Johnson, D. B. Henry Hikes to Fitchburg

Johnson, D. B. Henry Hikes to Fitchburg. Houghton Mifflin, 2000.
Picture Book (FH)

Inspired by a passage in Henry Thoreau’s Walden, this is a story of two
friends who decide to go to Fitchburg. In a friendly competition, one decides to
earn the money for a train ticket, while “Henry Thoreau” decides to walk the
thirty miles through the fields and woods, picking blackberries, occasionally
rafting down the river, and climbing trees. In the end, Henry’s friend arrives first
in Fitchburg, but Henry arrives shortly afterward—with blackberries.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Henry David Thoreau was a naturalist who lived at Walden Pond and wrote
many essays about nature. It is said that he once made a bet with a friend that he
could walk to Fitchburg, Massachusetts, before his friend could earn the money
for train fare to Fitchburg. No one knows for sure whether the story is true, but
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regardless, the beauty of nature is part of the story. In this story Henry (the bear)
holds a similar view of the world—feeling that it is to be enjoyed and savored. A
sense of integrity involves being true to one’s principles. Henry Thoreau be-
lieved in enjoying nature and his surroundings. Thus, when it was time to travel
to Fitchburg, he chose to travel by a method that would let him continue to enjoy
those things. Henry’s friend did not have such an inclination, so he chose to earn
the money and take the train, which he deemed the more enjoyable solution.
Both Henry and his friend displayed a positive attitude indicating that they felt
their chosen method of travel was the better choice.

• Discuss how Thoreau fulfilled his sense of integrity on his journey or
how the two friends displayed their positive attitudes.

• Cite examples of integrity, positive attitude, and friendship in the story.

• Have students write an essay or poem about nature that demonstrates
how they feel and what they believe about the natural world.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Bears, environment, flexibility, friendship, Henry Thoreau, nature, positive atti-
tude, Ralph Emerson

Collaborative Readings

Burleigh, Robert. A Man Named Thoreau. Illustrated by Lloyd Bloom.
Atheneum, 1985. Picture Book (B)

Ring, Elizabeth. Henry David Thoreau: In Step with Nature (Gateway Greens
Biography). Millbrook Press, 1993. Picture Book (B)

Thoreau, Henry David. New Suns Will Rise: From the Diaries of Henry David
Thoreau. Edited by Frank Crocitto. Illustrated by John Dugdale. Hyperion
Books for Children, 2000. Picture Book (B)
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—William Safire

120 11—INTEGRITY

FC-fiction FH-fiction, historical I-informational B-biography FL-folk literature TA-true account



Kurtz, Jane. Fire on the Mountain

Kurtz, Jane. Fire on the Mountain. Illustrated by E. B. Lewis. Simon
& Schuster, 1994. Picture Book  (FL)

In this Ethiopian folktale Alemayu spends all night on a cold mountain in
response to a rich man’s challenge. Alemayu returns to claim his reward, but the
rich man cheats him out of it. In response, Alemayu and his sister use their imag-
ination and wisdom to find a just solution.

Discussion/Activity Notes

“It’s not fair” is often heard in classrooms and on playgrounds. Making
things fair is not always possible, but when it is, the solution comes through cre-
ative problem solving. After discussing the basic plot and issue of fairness in the
title you have read, extend the discussion to include situations where the listen-
ers have had to use their imagination and wisdom to find a just solution.

• Ask: What situations have you been in that required a creative solution?
How did you find a solution that was fair and equitable to all involved?

• Tell about a situation where you did not feel that you were treated fairly.

• Have older students write about a situation they felt was unfair, first
from their own point of view and then from the opposite point of view.
What can they learn about fairness from considering other points of
view?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Africa, African Americans, Ethiopia, folk literature (African), honoring justice,
problem solving, self-discipline

Collaborative Readings

Courlander, Harold, and Wolf Leslau. “Fire on the Mountain” from The Fire on
the Mountain, and Other Stories from Ethiopia and Eritrea. Illustrated by
Robert Kane. Henry Holt, 1995. Full-Length (FL)

Creeden, Sharon. “The Warmth of a Fire” from Fair Is Fair: World Folktales of
Justice. August House Publishers, 1997. Full-Length  (FL)

Jaffe, Nina. In the Month of Kislev: A Story for Hanukkah. Illustrated by Louise
August. Viking, 1992. Picture Book (FL)

Yolen, Jane. “Rich Man, Poor Man” from Favorite Folktales from Around the
World. Pantheon Books, 1986. Full-Length (FL)
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Lalicki, Tom. Spellbinder: The Life of Harry Houdini

Lalicki, Tom. Spellbinder: The Life of Harry Houdini. Holiday House,
2000. Full-Length (B)

This is one of many books written about Houdini but one of the few that
speaks of his efforts to honor justice and debunk mediums who were frauds.
Lalicki stresses the integrity that Houdini displayed in never faking his won-
drous feats. Each of his escapes from chains, locks, and trunks are authentic es-
capes, perfected through tedious and continuous efforts to succeed. The book
contains many photographs.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Houdini’s life and times are the subject of Lalicki’s biography. The title re-
fers to Houdini’s escapades and his efforts to uncover and demonstrate to the
public that there were tricksters and fraudulent mediums who did not possess the
same level of integrity that he did. Houdini’s tricks were never faked or assisted
with optical illusions. Through his diligence in perfecting his escape routines he
was able to astound and impress his audiences. He set a goal, persisted in doing
everything possible to meet that goal, and then helped the public learn about the
integrity of other performers.
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—Michael Bellah, columnist,
The Amarillo Daily News

• Ask: Can anyone name a magician who is performing today? Do they
use optical illusions? If so, how do you know?

• Ask: Are the magicians you see today fraudulent, or do they acknowl-
edge that they use optical illusions? Is it acceptable to use illusions?
Explain.

• Ask: What is the difference between someone such as Houdini and
someone who does tricks utilizing illusion?
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Escape artists, goalsetting, honesty, honoring justice, magicians, persistence

Collaborative Readings

Kulling, Monica. The Great Houdini. (Step into Reading: A Step 3 Book). Illus-
trated by Anne Reas. Random House, 1999. Transitional (B)

McCully, Emily Arnold. Hurry!
McCully, Emily Arnold. Hurry!

McCully, Emily Arnold. Hurry! Browndeer Press/Harcourt, 2000.
(Adapted from Farewell to the Farivox by Harry Hartwick,
1972.) Picture Book (FH)

One day in Vosburgh, Iowa, a young man named Tom has a coincidental
encounter with a man who owns a rare—and supposedly extinct—“Farivox.”
The man is willing to sell the animal, but by the time young Tom returns to the
blacksmith shop with his money, the man has left. Now the Farivox is gone for-
ever, and Tom concludes that perhaps he has been one of the last people to see a
member of a long-vanished species.
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—Eric Knight, Lassie Come Home

Discussion/Activity Notes

Integrity can be defined as the quality of being honest and having strong
moral principles that you refuse to change.

• Ask: How did Tom exhibit this trait when he sought to collect the
amount of money he had agreed to give the man for the Farivox?

• Ask: How would you regard the integrity of the man who left without
selling the Farivox to Tom?
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• Discuss the characteristic of integrity and how it relates to Tom—and
how the man who had the Farivox did or did not exhibit this trait.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Curiosity, endangered species, extinct animals, Iowa, problem solving, science

Collaborative Readings

Macdonald, Maryann. Rosie and the Poor Rabbits. Illustrated by Melissa
Sweet. Atheneum, 1994. Picture Book (FC)

Paek, Min. Aekyung’s Dream. Children’s Book Press, 1988 (rev. ed.). Original
edition 1978. Picture Book (FC)

Ryden, Hope. Backyard Rescue. Illustrated by Ted Rand. Tambourine Books,
1994. Picture Book (FC)

Wojciechowski, Susan. Don’t Call Me Beanhead! Illustrated by Susanna Natti.
Candlewick Press, 1994. Transitional  (FC)

McKissack, Patricia C. The Honest-to-Goodness Truth

McKissack, Patricia C. The Honest-to-Goodness Truth. Illustrated
by Giselle Potter. Atheneum, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

When Libby’s mama catches her in a lie, Libby decides that from now on
she is going to tell only the truth. But now the total truth causes her problems.
She tells her friend Ruthie May that she has a hole in her sock. She tells everyone
that Thomas needs to borrow money for lunch and that Miz Tusselbury’s yard is
a junglelike mess. Many of those who are getting her dose of truth do not like it,
and they give her some truth in return.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Although honesty is an admirable trait, there are times when some things
are best left unsaid (if one is also caring). How does self-discipline enter into
telling the truth and knowing when total honesty is necessary? For example, if
Ruthie May could not correct the fact that she had a hole in her sock, what bene-
fit was there in telling her about it? Embarrassing Thomas by telling about his
need to borrow money was unkind.

• Ask: Does being honest demand that one tell everything one knows or
can one omit telling some things?

• What does being honest include?
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, discipline, honesty

Collaborative Readings

Moser, Adolph. Don’t Tell a Whopper on Fridays! The Children’s Truth Con-
trol Book. Illustrated by David Melton. Landmark, 1999. Transitional  ( I )

Polacco, Patricia. Just Plain Fancy

Polacco, Patricia. Just Plain Fancy. Picture Yearling, 1994 repr.
Picture Book (FC)

Two young Amish sisters find an exotic egg and place it in the nest of one
of their chickens. It hatches—a peacock, which is a much fancier “chicken” than
anything they have ever seen. The girls are concerned that the fanciness of their
chicken may cause concern in their community. When the bird makes an unex-
pected appearance at a community gathering, the girls are relieved to find out
that the elders recognize the bird’s fancy beauty as God’s handiwork, and, as
such, the bird is “just plain fancy.”

Discussion/Activity Notes

In Just Plain Fancy, the girls show their integrity when they become con-
cerned about the appearance of the fancy peacock in relation to their life of sim-
plicity. They are worried about the appearance of such a fancy creature in their
community. In The Egg Tree (below), Milhous shows a similar presence and
appreciation of fancy designs (as on the decorated eggs) in Pennsylvania Dutch
country, even though the neighbors’ basic lifestyle calls for simplicity in per-
sonal dress and belongings.

• Discuss: How were the girls in Just Plain Fancy similar to or different
from the children in The Egg Tree?

• How were the situations similar or dissimilar?

• In Sarah Stewart’s The Journey, the young girl writes a diary to record
her feelings about being in a big city. Were any of these feelings similar
to what the girls in Just Plain Fancy or the children in The Egg Tree
were feeling?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Amish, birds, honesty, peacocks
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Collaborative Readings

Milhous, Katherine. The Egg Tree. Atheneum, 1971. Picture Book (FC)

Stewart, Sarah. The Journey. Illustrated by David Small. Farrar, Straus &
Giroux, 2001. Picture Book (FC)

Sheindlin, Judy. Judge Judy Sheindlin’s
Win or Lose by How You Choose!

Sheindlin, Judy. Judge Judy Sheindlin’s Win or Lose by How You
Choose! Illustrated by Bob Tore. HarperCollins Juvenile
Books, 2000. Picture Book ( I )

This book includes questions and a choice of answers that readers or listen-
ers can choose as the best decision. No answers are given—Sheindlin intends
that a discussion surround the questions and choices.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Read each question and decide individually or as a group which decision
would demonstrate integrity. Allow students to state their reasons for making
specific choices.

• After reading each of the questions and answers, ask students, either in-
dividually or in pairs, to create and write additional questions and an-
swer choices.

• Use the student-generated questions and answers to engage the students
in further discussions about the theme of integrity.

• Ask: Can some problems have more than one right answer? Give some
examples.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Choices, decisions

Collaborative Readings

Bunting, Eve. A Day’s Work. Illustrated by Ronald Himler. Houghton Mifflin,
1997. Picture Book (FC)

Sheindlin, Judy. Judge Judy Sheindlin’s You Can’t Judge a Book by Its Cover:
Cool Rules for School. HarperCollins, 2001. Picture Book ( I )
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Soto, Gary. Too Many Tamales

Soto, Gary. Too Many Tamales. Putnam, 1993. Picture Book (FC)

Maria wears her mother’s apron and is very proud as she helps to knead the
masa (dough) for the corn tamales. The family will be celebrating Christmas
that evening and therefore must have many tamales ready. During the tamale
making, Maria’s mother takes off her wedding ring. Maria slips the ring on her
thumb but it becomes lost before the tamales are finished. Later when Maria
realizes the ring is missing, she is devastated. The result is positive when the
whole family helps to locate the ring.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Maria did not have permission to wear her mother’s ring and made a mistake
by taking it. But once she discovered that she had lost the ring, she showed integ-
rity by trying to set things right. Her family members showed their caring nature
by joining in to figure out how to recover the ring. A similar situation is played out
in McCloskey’s chapter “The Doughnuts” in his book about Homer Price.

• Ask: How did Maria show integrity in this situation?

• Discuss: If you make a mistake and do something that is not right, what
actions might you take to correct the situation?

• Cite some examples of situations where you or someone you know had a
chance to display integrity.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, Christmas, creativity, food, holidays, honesty, Mexican Americans

Collaborative Readings

McCloskey, Robert. “The Doughnuts” in Homer Price. Viking, 1943.
Full-Length  (FC )

QUICK PICKS

�Andersen, Hans Christian. The Emperor’s New Clothes

Andersen, Hans Christian. The Emperor’s New Clothes. Illustrated by Angela Barrett.
Candlewick Press, 1997; or Andersen, Hans Christian. The Emperor’s New
Clothes. Illustrated by Virginia L. Burton. Houghton Mifflin, 1979.

Picture Book (FL)
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This is a classic version of the tale of an emperor who is so proud that he is
tricked into paying tailors for nonexistent clothing. Only a young child has the
courage to speak up and point out that there is no clothing to be seen.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Clothing, courage, folk literature, humility, integrity

�Bowen, Fred. Winners Take All

Bowen, Fred. Winners Take All. Illustrated by Paul Casale. Peachtree, 2000.
Transitional (FC)

Bowen’s novel is a story infused with the theme of honesty and what it
takes to be a real winner. The story is inspired by a real-life pitcher, Christopher
“Christy” Matthewson, a player who was so honest that umpires often asked
him to call a play. Matthewson was one of the first five players to be initiated
into Baseball’s Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Baseball, goalsetting, honesty, physical education, sports

Bits and Pieces
In the 1850s Susan B. Anthony joined with

other women, including Elizabeth Cady Stanton and
Lucretia Mott, in the women’s suffrage movement. Their
goal was to obtain voting rights for women. It has often
been said that, although radical in her thoughts about the
effort, Anthony could never be questioned in the area of
integrity. Her character was beyond reproach. Read more
about Susan B. Anthony and her work for women’s rights.
Read about Anthony and the struggle for equal rights in
America in the Time of Susan B. Anthony: The Story of
Our Nation from Coast to Coast by Sally Senzell Isaacs
(Heinemann Press, 2001).

�Brett, Jan. Trouble with Trolls

Brett, Jan. Trouble with Trolls. Putnam, 1992. Picture Book (FC)

When Treva climbs a mountain with her dog, Tuffi, five trolls at the top of
the mountain try to kidnap him. But Treva is courageous and quick thinking. She
uses both characteristics to outwit the trolls.
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Dogs, mountains, positive attitude, problem solving, Scandinavia, snow,
trolls

�Buehner, Caralyn. I Did It, I’m Sorry

Buehner, Caralyn. I Did It, I’m Sorry. Illustrated by Mark Buehner. Dial, 1998.
Picture Book ( I )

Here are situations involving a choice of actions. Should one obey or stay
and play? Is it okay to lie about a child’s age at a restaurant where children under
five eat free? Answers are hidden in the illustrations, and although some are dif-
ficult to find, there is a list of answers at the back of the book.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Apology, decision making, honesty

�Collodi, Carlo. Pinocchio

Collodi, Carlo. Pinocchio. Illustrated by Ed Young. Philomel Books, 1996.
Picture Book (FC)

This is a classic retelling of the tale where the little wooden boy comes to
life, only to find that his nose grows each time he tells a lie.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, curiosity, folk literature (Italian), justice, lying, truth

�DeFelice, Cynthia C. The Apprenticeship of Lucas Whitaker

DeFelice, Cynthia C. The Apprenticeship of Lucas Whitaker. Farrar, Straus &
Giroux, 1996. Full-Length (FH)

Lucas’s entire family has died of tuberculosis (consumption), and he must
now find a home for himself. He wanders about the Connecticut countryside and
ends up becoming Dr. Uriah M. Beecher’s new apprentice. Dr. Beecher is the lo-
cal dentist, apothecary, barber, and undertaker. When Lucas’s superstitions
clash with Beecher’s scientific beliefs, there is a conflict. But Dr. Beecher’s na-
ture brings about a resolution that helps Lucas deal with his grief.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Connecticut, death, grief, illness, science, superstitions
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�Duffey, Betsy. Hey, New Kid!

Duffey, Betsy. Hey, New Kid! Illustrated by Ellen Thompson. Viking, 1996.
Transitional (FC)

As the new kid switching to a new school in third grade, Cody decides to
call himself Super Cody. He tells his new classmates that he is a super skater,
and now there is a skating party that is about to test his skills. His lies threaten to
catch up with him. When he ends up sprawled on the floor of the girl’s bath-
room, it seems the charade is over. At this point his humility and honesty prevail.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Honesty, humility, humor, lying, problem solving, school stories

�Fleischman, Sid. The Whipping Boy

Fleischman, Sid. The Whipping Boy. Illustrated by Peter Sis. William Morrow,
1987. Full-Length (FH)

In the 1800s no one was to touch, let alone whip, the royal prince, who is
known throughout the kingdom as “Prince Brat.” When the prince is due for a
whipping for bad behavior, the whipping is given instead to an orphan boy,
Jeremy, who has been brought to the castle for that purpose. Just when Jeremy is
getting ready to run away, the prince beats him to it. The two of them run away
together and have many adventures. As a team they are able to face many ad-
verse situations. The manner in which Jeremy (and eventually the prince) deals
with life’s circumstances says much about how one abides by one’s own values
regardless of circumstances.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Courage, equality, positive attitude, self-discipline, teamwork

�Galdone, Paul. The Little Red Hen

Galdone, Paul. The Little Red Hen. Houghton Mifflin, 1979. Picture Book (FL)

This is the classic tale of uncooperative behavior. The animals decline to
help Little Red Hen gather the wheat, grind it, and so forth to bake the bread.
When the bread has finished baking, Little Red Hen declines to share the bread
with those who had refused to help her.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Baking, folk literature, teamwork
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�Goble, Paul. Iktomi and the Buffalo Skull:
A Plains Indian Story

Goble, Paul. Iktomi and the Buffalo Skull: A Plains Indian Story. Orchard, 1996.
Picture Book (FL)

Iktomi, the Plains Indian trickster, interrupts a powwow of the Mouse Peo-
ple and gets his head stuck in a buffalo skull, and his wife manages to settle a
score with her errant spouse.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, confidence, folk literature (Native American), goalsetting,
Native Americans, perseverance, positive attitude, powwows, success ori-
entation, trickster tales

�Goble, Paul. Iktomi and the Coyote: A Plains Indian Story

Goble, Paul. Iktomi and the Coyote: A Plains Indian Story. Orchard, 1998.
Picture Book  (FL)

Iktomi demonstrates his untrustworthiness by making the prairie dogs into
a fine meal. But when Iktomi meets up with Coyote, it is Iktomi who is tricked.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, confidence, coyotes, folk literature (Native American),
goalsetting, honesty, honoring justice, Native Americans, positive atti-
tude, prairie dogs, trickster tales

�Goble, Paul. Iktomi and the Ducks: A Plains Indian Story

Goble, Paul. Iktomi and the Ducks: A Plains Indian Story. Orchard, 1994.
Picture Book (FL)

In this tale Iktomi, the trickster, is tricked by Coyote and loses his roast
duck dinner.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, confidence, coyotes, ducks, folk literature (Native American),
goalsetting, humor, Native Americans, perseverance, positive attitude, suc-
cess orientation, trickster tales
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�Himmelman, John. Honest Tulio

Himmelman, John. Honest Tulio. Bridgewater Books, 1997. Picture Book (FL)

A homeless boy observes a man drop a gold coin. The villagers notice the
boy’s attempts to return the coin. Along the way Tulio acquires a lamb’s-wool
coat, a circus elephant with a juggling monkey, a royal hat in the shape of the
queen’s royal poodle, and a chicken that lays square eggs. The story reinforces
that it pays to be honest.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Homelessness, honoring justice, integrity, positive attitude

�Hoban, Russell. A Bargain for Frances

Hoban, Russell. A Bargain for Frances. Illustrated by Lillian Hoban.
HarperCollins, 1992. Early Reader (FC)

Thelma tricks Frances into buying her old plastic tea set and says that the
purchase cannot be taken back (no “backsies”). Frances hopes she can think of a
way to change Thelma’s mind.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Friendship, honesty, trade

�Hurwitz, Johanna. Faraway Summer

Hurwitz, Johanna. Faraway Summer. Illustrated by Mary Azarian. Morrow Junior
Books, 1998. Full-Length (FH)

Faraway Summer is a gentle historical novel set in the early 1900s. Dossi, a
twelve-year-old Jewish girl, is to spend the summer in Jericho, Vermont, as part
of the Fresh Air Fund program, which has provided summertime country re-
spites for poor urban children since 1877. Dossi’s host family eats ham, but
Dossi’s religion forbids her to do so. Dossi is used to the city—and has to learn
everything about the country. When Dossi’s precious copy of Anne of Green
Gables is damaged, she must come to terms with her circumstances. The intro-
duction of “Snowflake” Bentley brings in a bit of information about the perse-
verance of a man who spends his entire life focusing on a single goal. The book
also presents a positive view of cultural diversity.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Jewish Americans, Jewish culture, Snowflake Bentley, Vermont, 1900s
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�Hutchins, Hazel. Believing Sophie

Hutchins, Hazel. Believing Sophie. Illustrated by Dorothy Donohue. Albert
Whitman, 1995. Picture Book (FC)

Although Sophie has purchased chocolate and cough drops, when she re-
turns to buy replacements for the chocolate that got stuck in the spokes of her
bike, she is accused of stealing the cough drops. To prove her innocence, she
produces the sales receipt that she had stuck in her sock. The sales receipt brings
her a triumph for her integrity.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Confidence, flexibility, honoring justice, problem solving, trust

�Kimmel, Eric A., adaptor. Three Sacks of Truth:
A Story from France

Kimmel, Eric A., adaptor. Three Sacks of Truth: A Story from France. Illus-
trated by Robert Rayevsky. Holiday House, 1993. Picture Book (FL)

In return for a kindness, a magic fife is given to Petit Jean. It is this fife that
helps Petit Jean when the king gives him the difficult task of tending the royal
rabbit herd. If Petit Jean succeeds, the prize will be the hand of the princess.
Every trick used against Petit Jean is thwarted, and he succeeds in winning the
princess in marriage.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Folk literature (French), France, goalsetting, honesty, honoring justice,
initiative, problem solving, success orientation

�Lewis, C. S. The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe

Lewis, C. S. The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. Illustrated by Pauline
Baynes. Collectors edition. HarperCollins, 2000. Full-Length (FC)

This is the classic tale of four children and their adventures in the kingdom
of Narnia, a kingdom accessed through an ordinary wardrobe full of fur coats.
The issue of honesty comes up when Edmund enters the wardrobe and meets the
White Witch. Deciding to betray his brother and sisters, Edmund takes them to
the White Witch. When he gets out of Narnia he lies, saying he has never been
there.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Fantasy, honesty, honoring justice, problem solving
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�MacLachlan, Patricia. Sarah, Plain and Tall

MacLachlan, Patricia. Sarah, Plain and Tall. HarperCollins, 1985.
Transitional (FH)

In the late nineteenth century a widowed farmer in the Midwest advertises
for a wife—a wife who would be his companion and help him raise his children,
Anna and Caleb. Sarah comes in response to his ad, but she greatly misses her
home in Maine. The children are afraid that she will leave. Caleb especially is
concerned that when Sarah goes to town alone she will not return to them. But
she does return—with colored pencils that she uses to draw pictures of Maine
for them. These pictures help Caleb and Anna understand the beautiful place she
misses. She tells the children that even though she misses Maine, if she were to
leave, “I would miss you more.” Sarah says she will stay, and she intends to
honor her commitment.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Commitment, curiosity, honesty, Maine pioneers, Midwest, problem
solving

�Peet, Bill. The Wump World

Peet, Bill. The Wump World. Houghton Mifflin, 1974. Picture Book (FC)

The Wumps’ environment is destined to change when outsiders come into
their world. Peet presents a strong message for ecologists and antipollution ac-
tivists. All readers who share the Wumps’ view will want to read this book and
figure out their own role in the world. The final page of the book leaves readers
with a great sense of optimism.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Ecology, perseverance, pollution, positive attitude

�Polacco, Patricia. Pink and Say

Polacco, Patricia. Pink and Say. Philomel Books, 1994. Picture Book (FH)

In a poignant story about the Civil War, two young soldiers meet, become
allies, and seek refuge together at Pink’s mother’s home. When Southern sol-
diers arrive, they kill Pink’s mother and later capture both of the boys and take
them to Andersonville Prison. Because Pink is African American, his fate is
death. Say manages to survive, but in a move to honor his friend’s memory, he
asks all who hear the story of their friendship to say Pinkus’s name out loud as a
way to remember his heroic life.
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, Civil War, courage, friendship, goalsetting, honoring justice, race
relations, U.S. history

�Sachar, Louis. Marvin Redpost Alone in His Teacher’s House

Sachar, Louis. Marvin Redpost Alone in His Teacher’s House. Random House,
1994. Transitional (FC)

Marvin is the envy of his classmates when their teacher asks him to care for
her pet dog, Waldo. Marvin even has the key to her house. But caring for Waldo
turns out to be a disaster. First the dog won’t eat, then he doesn’t want to take a
walk, and finally the dog dies. Now Waldo must face his teacher with the news.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, death, dogs, grief, honesty, pets, problem solving, school stories

�San Souci, Robert D. Cendrillon: A Caribbean Cinderella

San Souci, Robert D. Cendrillon: A Caribbean Cinderella. Illustrated by Brian
Pinkney. Simon & Schuster, 1998. Picture Book (FL)

The old washerwoman is Cendrillon’s godmother, who watches out for
Cendrillon and makes sure that she gets what she is due. The story is told from
the washerwoman’s perspective.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caribbean, caring, folk literature (Caribbean), humility, patience, retelling

�Scieszka, Jon. The True Story of the Three Little Pigs
by A. Wolf

Scieszka, Jon. The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by A. Wolf. Illustrated by
Lane Smith. Viking, 1989. Picture Book (FL)

A. Wolf attempts to convince readers that he was only trying to borrow a
cup of sugar. Where is the integrity in his actions?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Confidence, folk literature (fractured), humor
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�Spinelli, Jerry. Crash

Spinelli, Jerry. Crash. Alfred A. Knopf, 1996. Full-Length (FC)

Crash Coogan and Penn Webb are adversaries and constant competitors.
When Crash’s grandfather comes to live with the Coogans and suffers a stroke,
Crash gains a dose of empathy. On the day of the big track race, the Penn Relays,
Crash realizes that Penn’s great-grandfather is there to watch. In a display of
compassion and caring, he makes the ultimate sacrifice.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, competition, friendship, grandparents, illness, stroke

�Stuve-Bodeen, Stephanie. Elizabeti’s Doll

Stuve-Bodeen, Stephanie. Elizabeti’s Doll. Illustrated by Christy Hale. Scholas-
tic, 1998. Picture Book (FC)

When Elizabeti’s doll is returned, the girl is delighted that she can again en-
gage in the same things her mother is doing—caring for a baby. Set in Tanzania,
this is also a tale of problem solving. Because Elizabeti does not have a doll, she
figures out a way to make one from a smooth rock.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Africa, dolls, mothers and daughters, problem solving, Tanzania

�Yep, Laurence. The Dragon Prince: A Chinese Beauty
and the Beast Tale

Yep, Laurence. The Dragon Prince: A Chinese Beauty and the Beast Tale. Illus-
trated by Kam Mak. HarperCollins, 1997. Picture Book (FL)

When a poor farmer falls into the clutches of a horrid dragon, only the
youngest of his seven daughters is willing to save his life by promising to marry
the dragon. When she professes her love for the dragon, he turns into a hand-
some prince. Later another sister, jealous of her sister’s good fortune to be mar-
ried to such a handsome prince, attempts to kill her sister and returns to the
prince as his wife. The dragon/prince, however, is not fooled.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, curiosity, dragons, folk literature (Chinese), humility, positive attitude
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CHAPTER

12
��������

12—PATIENCE12—Patience

Patience is the capacity to endure and
to wait for one’s goals to be achieved;
to conduct oneself without undue
haste or impulse.

Alexander, Sue. One More Time, Mama

Alexander, Sue. One More Time, Mama. Illustrated by David
Soman. Marshall Cavendish, 1999. Picture Book (FC)

A young girl narrates a simple story of her mother’s patience in the seasons
passing before the girl was born. But, as the ending sentence indicates, the wait
was worth the time and patience because it was “you I was waiting for.”

Discussion/Activity Notes

Alexander’s book is clearly about waiting and patience. The waiting is for
the little girl to be born into the family. How does the mother show that she is
“waiting calmly” for the girl’s birth? Browne’s book (below) is less obvious in
that it is not clear in the beginning that the little boy is waiting for his parents to
return with his baby brother or sister. However, his parents have told him things
are going to change, and while he waits, he imagines what kinds of changes will
take place.

�,��� ���	 �� ���	��	 ��	 ��
�	���

	���	���	�����
��������

—Chinese proverb
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• Encourage students to interview a parent or grandparent to find out
about the days before the students were born. Suggest that they record
the interview on a cassette tape recorder or in writing. A related activity
might involve waiting (e.g., waiting for clay to harden, planting a gar-
den and waiting for plants to sprout). Have students record in a journal
their thoughts and feelings about waiting.

• Ask students to use the recorded interview or notes from the interview to
construct a story about the wait for their birth. If this is not an appropri-
ate activity for some children, ask the students to think about something
special that they wanted and then describe the wait for that something
special.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Birth, personal narratives, seasons

Collaborative Readings

Browne, Anthony. Changes. Alfred A. Knopf, 1990. Picture Book (FC)

English, Karen. Nadia’s Hands

English, Karen. Nadia’s Hands. Illustrated by Jonathan Weiner.
Boyds Mills Press, 1999. Picture Book (FC)

This is a simple story of a young girl, Nadia, who has been chosen to be the
flower girl in her Aunt Laila’s traditional Pakistani wedding. As part of the prep-
arations for the ceremony Nadia will have her hands decorated with designs in
henna, an orange-red dye, used in this painting process called mehndi. Nadia is
excited about her role as flower girl but somewhat apprehensive about how her
classmates will view her hands when she goes back to school on Monday.
Because henna is a natural dye, Nadia’s hands will remain decorated until the
designs wear off naturally.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Nadia is concerned that her classmates will view her decorated hands as
strange, but her desire to be part of her aunt’s wedding and her caring attitude
prevail. During the wedding preparations Nadia’s Aunt Amina comes with her
bag of henna. She spreads the paste on Nadia’s hands and then uses a wooden
stick to draw the intricate designs. Once the designs are drawn, Nadia has to sit
still until it is time to rinse the paste off her hands, leaving the designs behind.
During this wait time Nadia has to display sabr—patience. Nadia watches fam-
ily members come and go—all the while waiting calmly. She is showing sabr.
The following collaborative readings provide resources about the technique and
history of the art of mehndi.
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• Compare the difficulty Nadia has with showing patience to situations in
which students in your class have had to do so.

• Nadia seemed to be reassured by the comings and goings of other family
members. Ask students what helped them in the situations in which they
had to exhibit patience.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, mehndi, painting, Pakistani culture

Collaborative Readings

Batra, Sumita. The Art of Mehndi. Penguin USA, 1999. Transitional ( I )

Glicksman, Jane. The Art of Mehndi: Learn the Ancient Art of Painting Hands,
Ankles, and More. Illustrated by Renee Trachtenberg. Lowell House, 2000.

Full-Length ( I )

Roome, Loretta. Mehndi: The Timeless Art of Henna Painting. Griffin Trade
Paperback, 1998. Full-Length ( I )

�7������ ��		�� $ ���	����� ��	 �	�%
��� �� ���	��	� 7������ ����� $ ��
���	���	��	�����	��	��

—Hal Borland

Fox, Mem. Harriet, You’ll Drive Me Wild

Fox, Mem. Harriet, You’ll Drive Me Wild. Illustrated by Marla
Frazee. Harcourt, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

On one Saturday, Harriet Harris manages to knock over her glass of juice,
dribble jam, drip paint on the carpet, pull a tablecloth off the table, and tear
open her feather pillow. Each time her mother wants to yell, but instead she
says “Harriet, you’ll drive me wild.” She does not yell—that is, not until the
last incident.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Most children will be able to identify with the mishaps that occur, even
though most will not have had all of them happen during the course of a single
day. In any case, Harriet’s mother seems to exercise a great deal of patience
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when mishap after mishap occurs. Discuss the patience Harriet’s mother shows.
In the end, even though Mother loses her patience and yells, she shows a great
deal of caring when she says “I’m sorry!” Harriet also exhibits caring when she
apologizes, too.

• Do you think that Harriet does these things on purpose, or were they just
accidents?

• How might Harriet’s mother have reacted if Harriet had done all of the
things intentionally?

• How would the reaction have differed if the actions were all accidental?

• Do you think a person who is constantly being patient and forgiving
with a child’s behavior is doing a good thing for the child? Will the child
grow up to be a brat? Discuss what situations might make a difference.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Accidents, apology, caring, forgiveness, mothers, self-discipline

Collaborative Readings

Ketteman, Helen. Not Yet, Yvette. Illustrated by Irene Trivas. Albert Whitman,
1995. Picture Book (FC)

Jukes, Mavis. Like Jake and Me

Jukes, Mavis. Like Jake and Me. Illustrated by Lloyd Bloom. Alfred
A. Knopf, 1987 repr. Picture Book (FC)

Alex is a very sensitive and timid boy. His new stepfather is the rugged
cowboy type. Both struggle to accept one another. They both know it will take
time to understand each other and to form a bond. The situation demands a lot of
patience. One day Jake realizes that a wolf spider is crawling on him. Jake’s dis-
like for spiders is so intense that when Alex “rescues” him, the weeks and
months of patience come to a quick resolution. Both have patiently waited for
acceptance, and now they know that they need one another, if only in a small
way.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Jake waits patiently for his stepson’s acceptance. Laura’s stepmother in
The Memory String similarly shows a great deal of patience as Laura attempts to
deal with her grief over her mother’s death. A stepfamily situation often de-
mands patience. In Mama One, Mama Two the situation is somewhat different.
A foster family helps a young child exercise patience while the child’s mother
tries to recover from a depression that makes her unable to care for her child. In
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this case both the foster family and the child show their patience and understand-
ing as they wait for the child’s mother to recover.

• Families of all types must exercise patience with one another. Actually,
groups who are living together or who are around one another a lot often
need to be patient and understanding with one another. Discuss how pa-
tience might be important to groups such as scout troops, classes, and
children engaged in playground activities.

• Ask students to organize themselves into groups of two or three and then
brainstorm a list of times and places in the classroom when patience
might help activities flow more smoothly. While one person writes on
an overhead, go from group to group round-robin style and ask for one
contribution to the list. If someone else had the same idea as your group
had, cross it off and contribute one that has not been used. After the list
is generated, discuss ways that patience can facilitate each instance
mentioned.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Acceptance, caring, flexibility, persistence, stepfamilies

Collaborative Readings

Bunting, Eve. The Memory String. Illustrated by Ted Rand. Houghton Mifflin,
2000. Picture Book (FC)

MacLachlan, Patricia. Mama One, Mama Two. Illustrated by Ruth Bornstein.
HarperCollins Children’s Books, 1987. Transitional (FC)

Krulik, Nancy E. Is It Hanukkah Yet?

Krulik, Nancy E. Is It Hanukkah Yet? (Step into Reading, Step 1).
Illustrated by Dyanne Disalvo-Ryan. Random House, 2000.

Early Reader  (FC)

A young girl awaits the sunset so that a special holiday can begin—but the
waiting is difficult.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Hanukkah will begin when the sun sets, and today the sunset cannot come
soon enough. Patience is a challenge, and in Is It Hanukkah Yet? the young girl
tries to be patient but finds the wait difficult. In the following titles that focus on
waiting for Christmas, a similar scenario unfolds, but in these books those who
are waiting focus on remembrances or engage in holiday traditions to help them
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patiently wait for the coming holiday. Use the following questions to stimulate a
discussion of patience and its role in family holidays or special events.

• What special events cause you to be less than patient at times? What do
you do to help yourself remain composed?

• What makes waiting for a special event so difficult?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Christmas, Hanukkah, holidays, self-discipline, traditions (Jewish)

Collaborative Readings

Greenfield, Monica. Waiting for Christmas. Illustrated by Jan Spivey Gilchrist.
Scholastic, 1996. Picture Book (FC)

Roberts, Bethany. Waiting-for-Christmas. Illustrated by Sarah Stapler. Clarion,
1996 repr. Picture Book (FC)

Mollel, Tololwa M. Subira Subira

Mollel, Tololwa M. Subira Subira. Illustrated by Linda Saport.
Houghton Mifflin, 2000. Picture Book (FL)

A young girl, Tatu, wants to calm her wild-child younger brother, Maulidi.
She goes to an old spirit woman who tells her that she will have success if she
pulls three whiskers from a lion. So Tatu sets out with only a song and the moon-
light to help her with the impossible task.

������� ��	'� ���	 ��  "	�� ����	�	�� �����
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—E. L. Konigsburg, From the Mixed-up
Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler

Discussion/Activity Notes

Tatu tries to solve the problem of her wild younger brother. In wishing to
bring him happiness (caring) she tries to help him calm down. After being un-
successful she persists in her efforts (persistence) and consults with a spirit
woman. The woman’s suggestion helps Tatu develop patience, which is just
what she needs to deal with her younger brother. In the following two titles it is
the affection of a stepmother or stepchild that is sought. While gathering the
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whiskers or the hairs from the lion’s tail, the person attempting the task learns
that patience is the key to success in gaining the affection they seek.

• Ask: Have you ever had a task that seemed impossible—a task that re-
quired patience, such as sanding a piece of furniture to a very smooth
finish or creating a paint-by-number painting? What experiences did
you have that required patience? What about waiting in a doctor’s office
or being patient when traveling on a vacation trip?

• Draw a picture of yourself being patient in a specific situation. Write
about what you are waiting for, as shown in your picture. Make a brief
caption for the picture—a caption similar to one that would accompany
it if your picture were a photograph in your local newspaper, for exam-
ple, “Boy waits patiently for fish to grab his hook” or “Family waits pa-
tiently for train to pass through the intersection.” Post the pictures and
their captions on a bulletin board.

• On a later day, discuss how one might remain calm during the situations
shown in the bulletin board pictures.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

African Americans, caring, folk literature (African), persistence, problem solv-
ing, Tanzania

Collaborative Readings

Day, Nancy Raines. The Lion’s Whiskers. Illustrated by Ann Grifalconi. Scho-
lastic, 1995. Picture Book (FL)

Kurtz, Jane. Pulling the Lion’s Tail. Illustrated by Floyd Cooper. Simon &
Schuster, 1995. Picture Book (FL)

QUICK PICKS

�dePaola, Tomie. Nana Upstairs & Nana Downstairs

dePaola, Tomie. Nana Upstairs & Nana Downstairs. Putnam, 1998. (Originally
published 1973.) Picture Book (FC)

One of Tomie’s grandmothers works downstairs while his other ninety-four-
year-old grandmother is most often in bed upstairs. Tomie’s visits to her display
his caring nature and patience. He even asks to be tied in a chair like her. He
spends a great deal of time keeping her company. When she dies, his “Grand-
mother Downstairs” comforts him.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Aging, caring, death, family stories, grandmothers, memories
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�dePaola, Tomie. Now One Foot, Now the Other

dePaola, Tomie. Now One Foot, Now the Other. Putnam, 1988. Picture Book (FC)

Tomie patiently helps his grandfather learn to walk again after health prob-
lems make walking difficult.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Curiosity, family stories, grandfathers, health problems, walking

�Napoli, Donna Jo. Albert

Napoli, Donna Jo. Albert. Illustrated by Jim LaMarche. Silver Whistle/Harcourt,
2001. Picture Book (FC)

Albert always checks the weather by sticking his hand out the window.
One morning a bird uses Albert’s hand to build a nest, and Albert finds his life
changed forever as he stands day after day with his nest-filled hand stuck out the
window.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Birds, friendship, integrity, positive attitude, self-discipline

�Osofsky, Audrey. My Buddy

Osofsky, Audrey. My Buddy. Illustrated by Ted Rand. Henry Holt, 1994 repr.
Picture Book  (FC)

A dog becomes a patient and faithful helper for a young boy with muscular
dystrophy. From his wheelchair the boy trains the dog in an arduous regimen.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Dogs, flexibility, friendship, muscular dystrophy, perseverance, positive
attitude, wheelchairs

�Yolen, Jane. Owl Moon

Yolen, Jane. Owl Moon. Illustrated by John Schoenherr. Philomel Books, 1987.
Picture Book  (FC)

A father takes his daughter to listen for owls on a moonlit night. To-
gether they must be patient and quiet. The friendship between parent and
child is obvious.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Birds, friendship, night, owls, perseverance, teamwork
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Bits and Pieces
Marie Curie was the first woman to win a Nobel

Prize. Her work was acknowledged twice by the
Nobel Prize committee. Her discovery of radium and the
development of the X-ray machine—including the mobile
X-ray equipment used in World War I—came about be-
cause of her immense patience. The results of her careful
experimentation were not realized until years after she
began her studies. Read about this remarkable scientist
whose patience and discoveries have saved thousands of
lives in Marie Curie and the Science of Radioactivity (Ox-
ford Portraits in Science) by Naomi Pasachoff (Oxford
University Press Children’s Books, 1994), a book for
older readers. A brief biography of Curie can also be
found at <http://www.energy.ca.gov/education/scientists
/curie.html> on the Super Scientists Web site. A longer,
more detailed, biographical profile is part of the Woman of
Courage selections written by the St. Lawrence County
(New York) branch of the American Association of Uni-
versity Women, which you can read at their Web site:
<http://www.northnet.org/stlawrenceaauw/curie.htm>.
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CHAPTER

13
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13—PERSEVERANCE13—Perseverance

Perseverance is the ability to keep
working toward a goal, enterprise, or
undertaking in spite of difficulty, oppo-
sition, or discouragement; the capacity
to carry on, especially under adverse
circumstances.

deGroat, Diane. Annie Pitts, Burger Kid

deGroat, Diane. Annie Pitts, Burger Kid. SeaStar, 2000.
Transitional (FC)

Annie Pitts is a spunky redheaded third-grader who sets her goals and then
works to achieve them. In this book Annie sets her sights on becoming the Bur-
ger Barn’s next poster child. She creates situations that will potentially put her in
a position to succeed.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Annie is a determined young lady in each of these books. Her resolve is
much like that of many of the female characters in the books Betsy Byars and
Katherine Paterson have written.

• Ask: How does Annie show that she is serious about becoming the fea-
tured child on the Burger Barn poster? What does she do to position her-
self to become the poster child?

• Write an essay that begins “Annie succeeded because . . . or “Persever-
ance is . . .”

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Competition, goalsetting, perseverance, success orientation, winning
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Collaborative Readings

deGroat, Diane. Annie Pitts, Artichoke. Simon & Schuster Books for Young
Readers, 1992. Transitional (FC)

———. Annie Pitts, Swamp Monster. Simon & Schuster Books for Young
Readers, 1994. Transitional (FC)

Dodds, Dayle Ann. The Great Divide

Dodds, Dayle Ann. The Great Divide. Illustrated by Tracy Mitchell.
Candlewick Press, 1999. Picture Book  (FC)

A race over the Great Divide begins with eighty cross-country riders. As
accidents and natural disasters occur, the number of participants dwindles from
eighty to forty to twenty, until finally there is just one winner. The participants
include clowns, grannies, pirates, and all sorts of other people. Rhyming text
and the folk-art illustrations created with acrylic on modeling paste enhance the
story.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Winning any race or competition is often a matter of perseverance. It takes
perseverance to prepare for a competition (such as a science fair competition),
and it takes perseverance to perform, as in an eight-kilometer footrace.

• Discuss what types of activities involve a significant amount of perse-
verance and how perseverance plays a role in everyday activities at
school and at home.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Competition, mathematics, persistence, success orientation, winning

Collaborative Readings

Murphy, Stuart J. Divide and Ride (Mathstart). Illustrated by George Ulrich.
HarperCollins, 1997. Picture Book (FC)
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Bits and Pieces
Authors Loreen Leedy and Stuart J. Murphy

each have many books that focus on mathematics in
literature. Information about their books can be found
on the Web. Leedy has her own Web site at <http://www
.loreenleedy.com>. HarperChildren’s Web site has an in-
ternal page at <http://www.harperchildrens.com/hch/mathstart
/murphy.asp> featuring the MathStart series and information
about Murphy.

Rumford, James. Seeker of Knowledge:
The Man Who Deciphered Egyptian Hieroglyphs

Rumford, James. Seeker of Knowledge: The Man Who Deci-
phered Egyptian Hieroglyphs. Houghton Mifflin, 2000.

Picture Book  (B)

Jean-François Champollion heard about the ancient Egyptian writing,
called hieroglyphics, when he was a schoolboy during the 1790s. He learned
that even the scientists who had traveled to Egypt with Napoleon had not uncov-
ered the key to reading the writing they had found there. Champollion vowed
then that he would be the one who would first discover the key to these
hieroglyphs. From that time on he studied the country of Egypt, and although he
could not yet read the writing, he studied the symbols. At the age of sixteen he
was finished with his formal schooling but definitely not with his learning. Ini-
tially he was rebuffed by the scholars in Paris who were studying the Rosetta
Stone from Egypt. He returned to his hometown of Grenoble and continued to
study while he taught all he knew to those who wanted to listen. Even Napoleon
came to listen to Champollion and befriended him, offering to send him to Paris
when he won the war. When Napoleon was defeated, Champollion fell into dis-
favor. He was forced to abandon his notebooks and went into hiding for several
months. Eventually, at the age of thirty, he was able to retrieve his notebooks
and make his way back to Paris. Although he continued to study, he did not un-
lock the key until a friend sent him a package with the names of the pharaohs
copied from a temple wall. Those names were the link that helped Champollion
decipher the writing. He had spent days without eating—intent on solving the
clues. When he reached his goal he collapsed and hovered near death for five
days. But he had discovered the key to the hieroglyphs. Jean-François
Champollion died a few years after he was able to actually visit Egypt. He was
just forty-two years of age. His brother, Jacques-Joseph Champollion, published
Jean-François’s manuscripts.
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Discussion/Activity Notes

Jean-François Champollion was persistent in his pursuit of the key to read-
ing the hieroglyphs. When he was rebuffed as a sixteen-year-old, he neverthe-
less persevered. He continued his study, was an outcast for a time, but never
wavered in pursuing his ultimate goal. During his years back in his hometown
he sought credibility as a scholar of Egyptian studies. At the age of thirty he was
permitted to study the Rosetta Stone. That is when others finally began to take
him seriously. Once he had set his goal, he persevered until he succeeded.

• Jean-François Champollion set a long-range goal and then kept at it un-
til he reached that goal. As a group brainstorm a list of people who set
long-range goals and then obtained them or made definite strides toward
doing so. Your list might include scientists, athletes, musicians, social
reformers, Wilma Rudolph, Martin Luther King Jr., and Dr. Jonas Salk.
How many others can the group name?

• Using the list generated, find out what major accomplishment would put
this person on the “patiently pursuing a goal” list. Name the goal, when
the person obtained it, and how the person worked toward the goal.

• Ask: Do any of you have a long-range goal? How do you hope to ac-
complish it? How long will it take?
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James Rumford—Author
James Rumford is an author and illustrator who often
writes, illustrates, and sometimes publishes his own
books on a handpress. However, when he wrote a book
about Jean-François Champollion, he sent it off to
Houghton Mifflin, who published it in 2000. This book
was the culmination of Rumford’s perseverance in seek-
ing out information about Champollion and hieroglyphs.
Rumford was about eleven years of age when he first
read about Jean-François Champollion. That was about
the same age as Champollion when he decided to find
the key to Egyptian hieroglyphs. In his own perseverance
and quest for knowledge Rumford has told
Champollion’s story. Rumford has written other books
about Chinese papermaking, the origin of the Hawaiian
islands, and Arab mapmaking.



Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Africa, Egypt, goalsetting, hieroglyphs, persistence, positive attitude, success
orientation

Collaborative Readings

der Manuelian, Peter. Hieroglyphs from A to Z: A Rhyming Book with Ancient
Egyptian Stencil for Kids. Boston Museum of Fine Arts, 1991.

Picture Book ( I )

QUICK PICKS

�Armstrong, Jennifer. Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World:
Shackleton’s Amazing Voyage

Armstrong, Jennifer. Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World: Shackleton’s Amaz-
ing Voyage. Crown, 1999. Full-Length ( I )

An English explorer, Sir Ernest Shackleton, and twenty-seven members of
his sailing expedition survived in the Antarctic after their boat became ice-
bound. Nineteen months later the captain of the ship led a rescue party to the rest
of his crew.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes
Antarctic, exploitation, integrity, shipwreck, survival

�Avi. Poppy

Avi. Poppy. Illustrated by Brian Floca. Orchard, 1995. Full-Length (FC)

A tiny deer mouse ventures away from her family’s protective owl and
finds that life is not the same as she had been told. There are dire consequences
in store for her. The owl’s perseverance and the family’s efforts to protect the
deer mouse prove successful.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes
Animal stories, honesty, patience, self-discipline

�Bowen, Fred. The Final Cut

Bowen, Fred. The Final Cut. Illustrated by Ann Barrow. Peachtree, 1999.
Transitional (FC)

Four friends, all eighth-graders, try out for the school’s basketball team.
Two of them make it and two do not. In his trademark author’s note, Bowen
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incorporates information about several well-known players (e.g., Michael Jor-
dan) who did not make their high school basketball team on the first try.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Basketball, friendship, persistence, physical education, sports, teamwork
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—Maryann Weidt

�Brown, Margaret Wise. The Little Scarecrow Boy

Brown, Margaret Wise. The Little Scarecrow Boy. Illustrated by David Diaz.
HarperCollins, 1998. Picture Book (FC)

A little scarecrow is determined to scare the crows even though his father
says he is not fierce enough. The little scarecrow’s determination and persever-
ance do not quite bring about the result he wishes for—but the sixth and final
fierce face does the trick. Perhaps the success has something to do with the fact
that the scarecrow’s father, as most caring parents will do, has followed him into
the field.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, confidence, scarecrows

�Burleigh, Robert. Lookin’ for Bird in the Big City

Burleigh, Robert. Lookin’ for Bird in the Big City. Illustrated by Marek Los. Sil-
ver Whistle/Harcourt, 2001. Picture Book (TA)

This story is loosely based on actual events in Miles Davis’s life. As a
young man Miles Davis arrived in New York hoping to establish himself as a
jazz musician. He practiced every day and searched for his hero, jazz musician
Charlie “Bird” Parker. When he found him he hoped he was ready—ready to
play bebop.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Curiosity, goalsetting, humility, jazz, music, New York
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�Cushman, Karen. The Ballad of Lucy Whipple

Cushman, Karen. The Ballad of Lucy Whipple. Clarion, 1996. Full-Length (FH)

When California Morning Whipple’s mother decides to move the family
from Massachusetts to a California gold town, she decides to change her daugh-
ter’s name to Lucy. Somehow, some way, Lucy is determined to be able to con-
trol something—and her name is one thing she can control. Lucy hates being in
Lucky Diggins. But she perseveres and finds that there is a place for her in this
frontier town as its librarian.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, flexibility, goalsetting, library, pioneers, self-discipline, U.S. his-
tory, westward expansion

�Davidson, Margaret. The Story of Jackie Robinson: Bravest
Man in Baseball

Davidson, Margaret. The Story of Jackie Robinson: Bravest Man in Baseball. Il-
lustrated by Floyd Cooper. Gareth Stevens, 1996. Transitional (B)

Developing the skills necessary to become a professional baseball player
should have taken Jackie Robinson to the major leagues—but he was an African
American. During the early twentieth century a player had to be white to play in
the major leagues. Others, no matter how good they were, were simply not re-
cruited to play in the major leagues. However, Jackie Robinson set his goal and
pursued it. He succeeded because he never let go of his dreams.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

African Americans, baseball, courage, discrimination, friendship,
goalsetting, prejudice, race relations, self-discipline, success orientation,
teamwork
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Karen Cushman—Author
Karen Cushman did not write her first
book until she was fifty years of age. But
when she began to write she stayed at it for
three and one-half years until she had fin-
ished the manuscript for Catherine, Called
Birdy (HarperCollins, 1994). Her persever-
ance and her book earned her a Newbery
Honor Award in 1995.



�Fenner, Carol. Yolanda’s Genius

Fenner, Carol. Yolanda’s Genius. McElderry, 1996. Full-Length (FC)

Yolanda’s African-American family moves from Chicago’s inner city to a
small town in Michigan. Her younger brother, Andrew, is having a difficult time
learning to read, but Yolanda is convinced that he is a musical genius. Her goal
is to prove that he has extraordinary musical talent.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

African Americans, goalsetting, music, problem solving, success orientation

�Glover, Wayne. Dolphin Adventure: A True Story

Glover, Wayne. Dolphin Adventure: A True Story. Illustrated by Jim Fowler.
Greenwillow, 1990. Picture Book ( I )

In an action-packed tale of a dolphin rescue, Glover details the rescuer’s
need to observe and be attentive, decisive, and finally willing to persevere in
completing the rescue.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, confidence, dolphins, goalsetting, initiative, positive attitude, res-
cue, science

�Hill, Elizabeth Starr. Bird Boy

Hill, Elizabeth Starr. Bird Boy. Illustrated by Lesley Liu. Farrar, Straus &
Giroux, 1999. Transitional (FC)

A mute Chinese child lives with his family on a river where they fish with
the assistance of cormorants—birds that dive for fish. Although mute from
birth, Chang is able to mimic the sounds of the cormorants, and he knows that he
can raise a cormorant chick. He is given the chance, but a local bully steals the
chick. The rest of the story focuses on Chang’s determination to rescue the
chick, nurse it back to health, and accompany his father on the “big catch.”

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Birds, China, confidence, cormorants, courage, fishing, patience, science
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�Hopkinson, Deborah. A Band of Angels: A Story Inspired by
the Jubilee Singers

Hopkinson, Deborah. A Band of Angels: A Story Inspired by the Jubilee Singers.
Illustrated by Raul Colon. Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 1999.

Picture Book (TA)

This story is based on factual events surrounding Ella Sheppard’s leader-
ship and her inspiration to help the Fisk University singers raise money to re-
pair the university’s dilapidated buildings. The story focuses on Ella’s
perseverance in working with her fellow musicians to save the university.
Equally interesting is the fact that the singers’ popularity and their success in
meeting one goal—saving their school—ironically kept them from meeting
another goal. The tour became such a success that the students never returned
to Fisk to graduate.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

African Americans, discipline, goalsetting, music, self, singing, spirituals,
teamwork

�Hughes, Monica. A Handful of Seeds

Hughes, Monica. A Handful of Seeds. Illustrated by Luis Garay. Orchard, 1996.
Picture Book (FC)

Concepción’s grandmother advises her to always save some seeds for the
next year’s planting so she will always have something to eat. When
Concepción’s grandmother dies, Concepción must move to a crowded barrio
where there is little space for gardens. But when she sees homeless children
stealing in order to survive, Concepción is determined to use her seeds to help
the other children create gardens. But the barrio is crowded; where can she plant
a garden? Concepción’s perseverance helps her to find a solution.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, confidence, friendship, gardens, problem solving, teamwork

�Krauss, Ruth. The Carrot Seed

Krauss, Ruth. The Carrot Seed. Illustrated by Crocket Johnson. HarperFestival,
1998. Picture Book (FC)

In this classic tale a young boy plants a seed and waits and waits for it to
sprout and grow.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Carrots, gardens, growing, patience, vegetables
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�Kulling, Monica. Great Houdini

Kulling, Monica. Great Houdini. Illustrated by Anne Reas. Random House,
1999. Transitional (B)

Harry Houdini was focused on his goal of becoming renowned for his abil-
ity to escape from boxes, trucks, and other containers secured with locks and
keys. Throughout his childhood he practiced even though he had to quit school
to help care for his family. But Houdini was ambitious and succeeded in achiev-
ing his goal of becoming the most famous magician and escape artist of all time.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, escape artists, goalsetting, magicians, persistence

�Manson, Ainslie. A Dog Came Too: A True Story

Manson, Ainslie. A Dog Came Too: A True Story. Illustrated by Ann Blades.
McElderry, 1993. Picture Book (TA)

On this Arctic expedition, when there was not enough room for him in the
canoes, a big brown dog made his way on foot. Everywhere the expedition went,
somehow the dog came, too. This is a story of an animal’s incredible will and
loyalty.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Adventure, Arctic, dogs, expedition, exploration, geography, positive atti-
tude, science, success orientation

�Martin, Jacqueline Briggs. Snowflake Bentley

Martin, Jacqueline Briggs. Snowflake Bentley. Houghton Mifflin, 1998.
Picture Book (B)

Born in 1865 in Jericho, Vermont, Wilson A. Bentley always loved snow
more than anything else in the world. From the time he was fifteen, when his
mother gave him a microscope, he looked at snowflakes and set out to record
their beauty through photography. Others believed that he was foolish—but
Bentley paid them no mind. By the time he died in 1931, he was considered the
world’s expert on snowflakes.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Goalsetting, integrity, positive attitude, science, snow, success orientation
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�San Souci, Robert D. The Little Seven-Colored Horse

San Souci, Robert D. The Little Seven-Colored Horse. Illustrated by Jan
Thompson Dicks. Chronicle, 1995. Picture Book (FL)

In this classic quest tale, the heroic Juanito, youngest of three sons, captures
and releases the magical seven-colored horse but is scorned by his self-aggrandiz-
ing brothers for his good heart. However, it is his good-heartedness that wins for
him the hand of the mayor’s daughter.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, folk literature, generosity, goalsetting, initiative, positive attitude,
problem solving

�San Souci, Robert D. Weave of Words: An Armenian Tale

San Souci, Robert D. Weave of Words: An Armenian Tale. Illustrated by Raul
Colon. Orchard, 1998. Picture Book (FL)

Prince Vachagan sets aside the lazy ways of the palace when he attempts to
earn the hand of Anait, a weaver’s daughter. However, she refuses to marry him
because he cannot read, write, or earn his own living. He decides that his goal is
to win Anait’s hand in marriage so he decides to learn those skills, and indeed he
succeeds.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Armenians, caring, folk literature (Armenian), goalsetting, integrity

�Steptoe, John. The Story of Jumping Mouse

Steptoe, John. The Story of Jumping Mouse. Mulberry, 1984. Picture Book (FL)

Jumping Mouse faces many perils during his quest, and along the way he
sacrifices much in order to help others in need. In the end the mouse’s compas-
sion and faith in himself bring him unimagined rewards.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, caring, confidence, folk literature, humility, mice, positive
attitude

Quick Picks 157

FC-fiction FH-fiction, historical I-informational B-biography FL-folk literature TA-true account



�Van Laan, Nancy. Shingebiss: An Ojibwe Legend

Van Laan, Nancy. Shingebiss: An Ojibwe Legend. Illustrated by Betsy Bowen.
Houghton Mifflin, 1997. Picture Book (FL)

Shingebiss the duck is determined not to starve or freeze in the harsh en-
vironment he lives in—despite Winter Maker’s efforts to do him in. Ever
since this time, in Ojibwe legend Shingebiss is a reminder of perseverance
and fortitude.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, confidence, ducks, folk literature (Native American), Na-
tive Americans, success orientation

�Wadsworth, Ginger. John Muir, Wilderness Protector

Wadsworth, Ginger. John Muir, Wilderness Protector. Lerner, 1992.
Full-Length (B)

John Muir is an environmental legend, and the events of his life illustrate
his ability to persist and adhere to a code of values that was not popular during
his lifetime. He wanted to establish a way to preserve the environment.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Environment, goalsetting, honoring justice, positive attitude, success ori-
entation, wilderness

�Warren, Andrea. Orphan Train Rider: One Boy’s True Story

Warren, Andrea. Orphan Train Rider: One Boy’s True Story. Houghton Mifflin,
1997. Transitional (B)

This is an account of the experiences of Lee Nailing, who took an orphan
train west in 1926. Alternating chapters provide background information about
the trains and experiences of other orphaned train riders. Only through persever-
ance did many of the children survive and become productive adults. The adults
who adopted the children ranged from those who were merely looking for farm
labor to those who offered the children compassion. There is a wonderful dis-
play of caring attitudes on the part of both the organizers of the orphan trains and
those who adopted and cared for the orphan children.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Adoption, American West, caring, initiative, orphans, positive attitude,
U.S. history
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�Wells, Rosemary. Max’s Breakfast

Wells, Rosemary. Max’s Breakfast. Illustrated by Rosemary Wells. Dial, 1998.
Picture Book (FC)

When Max doesn’t seem interested in eating his egg, Ruby tries every trick
she knows and ends up demonstrating how to eat it. Finally, Max declares the
egg “all gone.”

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Eating, food, humor, nutrition, problem solving
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14—POSITIVE ATTITUDE14—Positive Attitude

A positive attitude is a state of mind or
way of thinking that views the most
desirable aspects of a situation and an-
ticipates the best possible outcomes.

Bradbury, Ray. Switch on the Night

Bradbury, Ray. Switch on the Night. Illustrated by Leo Dillon and
Diane Dillon. Alfred A. Knopf, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

A young boy dislikes light switches because they turn off the light. How-
ever, one day a little girl named Dark comes to his door. She helps the boy un-
derstand that the light switches do not turn off the light; rather, they turn on the
night. She helps him see the stars and the moon and hear the crickets and the
frogs. The boy learns a different way of looking at the situation.

Discussion/Activity Notes

This story clearly illustrates how a change in perspective (or attitude) can
change an entire situation. Once Dark helps the boy view the light switches posi-
tively, the night becomes a pleasant and enjoyable experience.

Bits and Pieces
A good example of positive attitude is in the

story of David and Goliath. The villagers were afraid
to fight the giant because he was “too big to hit.” David,
however, saw the situation differently: “Goliath is not too
big to hit; he is too big to miss.”
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• Discuss how Dark replaced old frightening images with positive ones.

• Brainstorm other situations where a change of perspective might help
give the situation a positive slant.

• Choose a topic such as night or school and make two lists:

1. What I don’t like about_____________ .

2. What I like about__________________ .

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, confidence, fear of darkness, friendship

Collaborative Readings

Martin, Jacqueline Briggs. Good Times on Grandfather Mountain. Illustrated
by Susan Gaber. Orchard, 1992. Picture Book (FC)

Ernst, Lisa Campbell. Goldilocks Returns

Ernst, Lisa Campbell. Goldilocks Returns. Simon & Schuster
Books for Young Readers, 2000. Picture Book (FL)

It has been fifty years since Goldilocks invaded the cabin of the Three
Bears. Wanting to soothe her guilty conscience and make things right,
Goldilocks shows up at the cabin with decorating supplies, a tool belt around her
waist, and plenty of ideas for fixing up the cabin. She adds a lot of fringe, fixes
the beds, and installs a new lock. She even brings healthy food: celery juice and
rutabaga bars. Goldilocks’s efforts, however, do not please the bears. Once they
taste the food and try to sleep in their beds, they know they must do something.
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— Diana Wynne Jones,
The Homeward Bounders

Discussion/Activity Notes

Readers familiar with any of the classic retellings of the tale “Goldilocks
and the Three Bears” will be able to enjoy the humor in Ernst’s reworking. In
this version Goldilocks has developed a sense of integrity and knows that she
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must make right what she did as a child. Accordingly, she goes to the Three
Bears’ home and redecorates and brings healthy food to share. The bears are not
happy, however, and must find a way to undo what Goldilocks has done in her
effort to make amends. When they see a young blond girl in the woods, the bears
realize how they might solve their current problem. Stimulate discussion by ask-
ing some of the following questions:

• Goldilocks thinks she knows how to undo her childhood deed. Although
her sense of integrity is commendable, what do you think of the way she
attempted to make amends?

• What other way might the bears have solved their new problem? In the
original tale Goldilocks created the damage because of her curiosity.
What was the cause of Goldilocks’s actions in this story?

• Do you think Goldilocks succeeded in making amends? What else
might she have done?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Bears, folk literature (fractured), integrity

Collaborative Readings

Any other versions of the classic tale “Goldilocks and the Three Bears.”

Harjo, Joy. The Good Luck Cat

Harjo, Joy. The Good Luck Cat. Illustrated by Paul Lee. Harcourt,
2000. Picture Book (FC)

Woogie, a young girl’s cat, gets into so much trouble that she uses up eight
of her nine lives. When Woogie disappears for several days, the narrator keeps
her positive attitude and continues to believe that Woogie will return. On the
fourth night she puts out a dish of meat loaf, a catnip mouse, and Woogie’s ball
by the door. The cat returns, but with an ear half bitten off.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Just as the young girl in The Good Luck Cat displays her positive attitude
while she waits for her cat to come home, the girls in Charlie Anderson (below)
believe that their cat will return home. However, the cat in Charlie Anderson
does not suffer from any misfortunes but instead finds two homes and is treated
quite well. In both stories the girls keep a positive attitude while they search for
and wait for their cat.
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• Discuss any instances when one of the group participants has lost a pet.
How did a positive attitude help the pet to return? For example, did the
positive attitude encourage the keeping of routines so that the missing
animal would be encouraged to come home for food or a warm place to
sleep? Can a positive attitude help you find other lost things—for exam-
ple, a favorite toy, lost sock, or homework?

• Sometimes a positive attitude is closely related to persistence and perse-
verance. Discuss how these traits are related and how they might aid
someone with a positive attitude to reach a goal.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animals, caring, cats, clichés, lost pets, patience

Collaborative Readings

Abercrombie, Barbara. Charlie Anderson. Illustrated by Mark Graham.
McElderry, 1999. Picture Book (FC)

Henkes, Kevin. Wemberly Worried

Henkes, Kevin. Wemberly Worried. Greenwillow, 2000.
Picture Book (FC)

Wemberly is a little girl mouse who worries about everything. If she wears
stripes, will she be the only one? And if she is the only one, will she look differ-
ent? If others wear the same thing, will there be too many wearing stripes?
Wemberly goes off to nursery school with a great deal of trepidation. But at
school Miss Peachum introduces Wemberly to a new friend, Jewel. Wemberly’s
constant companion, a doll named Petal, also meets Jewel’s stuffed cat, Niblet.

Discussion/Activity Notes

In sharp contrast to Wemberly’s worry wart attitude, Lilly (Lilly’s Purple
Plastic Purse) oozes confidence.

• Discuss the way Lilly displays a positive attitude and how Wemberly’s
life might change if her attitude were more positive and she had more
confidence.

• Ask: How can a person who is basically a worrier change and become
more confident?

• Ask: How can we help the Wemberlys of the world develop more confi-
dence? Or can we?

164 14—POSITIVE ATTITUDE

FC-fiction FH-fiction, historical I-informational B-biography FL-folk literature TA-true account



Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, caring, confidence, friendship, mice, worry

Collaborative Readings

Henkes, Kevin. Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse. Greenwillow, 1996.
Picture Book (FC)

Souhami, Jessica. No Dinner! The Story of
the Old Woman and the Pumpkin

Souhami, Jessica. No Dinner! The Story of the Old Woman and the
Pumpkin. Marshall Cavendish, 1999. Picture Book (FL)

With elements from “Little Red Riding Hood” and “Hansel and Gretel”
this tale tells of a skin-and-bones old woman who wants to visit her granddaugh-
ter on the other side of the forest. She encounters a wolf, a tiger, and a bear who
wish to have her for dinner, but she convinces them that she will be a much fatter
dinner when she returns. After she visits with her granddaughter, the grand-
daughter puts her in a big pumpkin and rolls her across the forest back to her
home. When the old woman again encounters those who would eat her, she con-
vinces them she is still too thin by sticking out her walking stick for them to feel.

Discussion/Activity Notes

The grandmother, just like Gretel in “Hansel and Gretel,” had to think of a
way to outwit the villains and keep from being eaten for dinner. In addition to
thinking of substituting something for her own finger, the grandmother had to
think of a clever way to travel back across the forest. Her granddaughter cer-
tainly had a hand in that plan.

• After discussing the old woman’s clever plan to outwit the forest crea-
tures, students might read McKissack’s Flossie and the Fox. Then stu-
dents could compare Flossie’s problem-solving strategy for outfoxing
the fox with the grandmother’s scheme.

• Ask: What other problem-solving ideas might have enabled the old
woman to outsmart and escape from the wolf?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Creative thinking, grandmothers, problem solving, teamwork
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Collaborative Readings

Bang, Betsy. The Old Woman and the Red Pumpkin. Candlewick Press, 1999.
Picture Book (FL)

Bang, Betsy, reteller. “The Old Woman and the Red Pumpkin” in Reading To-
gether Green: Taking Off. Candlewick Press, 1999. Picture Book (FL)

McKissack, Patricia. Flossie and the Fox. Illustrated by Rachel Isadora. Dutton,
1986. Picture Book (FC)

Tchana, Katrin, and Trina Schart Hyman. The Serpent
Slayer and Other Stories of Strong Women

Tchana, Katrin, and Trina Schart Hyman. The Serpent Slayer and
Other Stories of Strong Women. Illustrated by Trina Schart
Hyman. Little, Brown, 2000. Full-Length (FL)

This is a collection of twenty stories, each detailing the courage and posi-
tive attitude of a strong woman who succeeds in accomplishing a task. Whether
slaying a dragon to release the evil hold a magistrate has on the people in her vil-
lage, tricking thieves out of their gold, or outwitting a king or someone else in
power to gain a level of power and success in her own right, these women win.
In most cases their success can be credited to a positive attitude and creative
thinking.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Each of the selections in these story collections features a female who is in-
telligent and persistent—and outwits another to accomplish good for a group of
people or an individual. After reading each story discuss the character traits of
the protagonist and how these traits can help us to accomplish positive things.
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— Jane Yolen, Owl Moon

• Identify the “strong woman” in each story and discuss which of her
deeds showed her to have a positive attitude. Explain how her actions
demonstrate the positive attitude.
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• Encourage students to think about families, people in the neighborhood,
and so forth. Are there people they can identify as having a positive atti-
tude? Ask the students to explain why they think this person has a posi-
tive attitude.

• Ask: Can you think of incidents that you thought were bad but actually
had some positive effects?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Confidence, creative thinking, folk literature, ingenuity, perseverance, strong
women

Collaborative Readings

Barchers, Suzanne I. Wise Women: Folk and Fairy Tales from Around the
World. Libraries Unlimited, 1997. Full-Length (FL)

Minard, Rosemary. Womenfolk and Fairy Tales. Houghton Mifflin, 1975.
Full-Length (FL)

Phelps, Ethel Johnston. The Maid of the North: Feminist Folktales from Around
the World. Illustrated by Lloyd Bloom. Henry Holt, 1987. Full-Length (FL)

———. Tatterhood and Other Tales. Illustrated Pamela Baldwin Ford. Femi-
nist Press, 1989. Full-Length (FL)

Bits and Pieces
Wilma Rudolph weighed little more than four

pounds when she was born, the twentieth child in a
family of twenty-two children. She was very sick as a
young child—and wore a leg brace until she was twelve.
But her positive attitude about what she could accomplish
helped her to persevere and to overcome her ailments to
become “the fastest woman in the world.” In the 1960
Olympics in Rome, she became the first woman to win
three gold medals at the same Olympics. Read about her
positive attitude and perseverance in Kathleen Krull’s
Wilma Unlimited: How Wilma Rudolph Became the
World’s Fastest Woman (Harcourt Brace, 1996).
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QUICK PICKS

�Adler, David A. Lou Gehrig, the Luckiest Man

Adler, David A. Lou Gehrig, the Luckiest Man. Illustrated by Terry Widener.
Harcourt, 1997; Voyager, 2001. Picture Book (B)

Despite being at the height of his career and also being diagnosed with
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, Lou Gehrig considered himself one of the luckiest
men in the world. He felt he had much for which to be thankful. On the day he re-
tired from baseball the fans and his fellow players honored him. Babe Ruth gave
him a big hug. His Yankee uniform was retired in 1939, and he was voted into
Baseball’s Hall of Fame. He lived until June 2, 1941, when he died at
thirty-seven years of age. He never lost his positive attitude.
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—Karen Hesse, Out of the Dust

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Baseball, caring, friendship, humility, illness, integrity, physical educa-
tion, sports

�Bowen, Fred. Playoff Dreams

Bowen, Fred. Playoff Dreams. Illustrated by Ann Barrow. Peachtree, 1997.
Transitional  (FC)

Ernie Banks, a player for the Chicago Cubs, set a record for playing the
most major league ball games without ever being on a team that made it to the
playoffs or to the World Series. His legacy was to continue with a positive out-
look and to persist despite the fact that he had never been on a “winning” team.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Baseball, goalsetting, perseverance, persistence, physical education, sports,
teamwork
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�Bunting, Eve. Fly Away Home

Bunting, Eve. Fly Away Home. Illustrated by Ronald Himler. Clarion, 1993.
Picture Book  (FC)

A homeless father and his son spend their nights in an airport. Throughout
their plight they maintain an uplifting attitude and strive to change their situation.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Airports, birds, fathers and sons, homelessness

�Burleigh, Robert. Flight: The Journey of Charles Lindbergh

Burleigh, Robert. Flight: The Journey of Charles Lindbergh. Illustrated by
Mike Wimmer. Philomel Books, 1991. Picture Book (B)

Charles Lindbergh was driven by a passion for flying and his positive atti-
tude toward life. Through courage and perseverance he made many record-
setting flights.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Airplanes, courage, flying, goalsetting, perseverance
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—Eileen Brownell

�Kehret, Peg. Small Steps: The Year I Got Polio

Kehret, Peg. Small Steps: The Year I Got Polio. Illustrated by Denise Shanahan.
Albert Whitman, 1996. Picture Book  (B)

This popular author of novels for middle-graders details the year she con-
tracted polio and the ensuing changes the disease made in her life. The polio
made previous concerns about bad haircuts and missed ball games seem insig-
nificant. The book does a superb job of focusing readers on health, love of fam-
ily, and friends.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, friendship, goalsetting, health, illness, polio, science, self-discipline,
success orientation
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�Pinkney, Andrea Davis. Dear Benjamin Banneker

Pinkney, Andrea Davis. Dear Benjamin Banneker. Illustrated by Brian Pinkney.
Gulliver Books, 1994. Picture Book (B)

Benjamin Banneker was an African American who helped survey the land
and lay out the city of Washington D.C. He created clocks with movable parts,
as well as many other inventions. Because of his race, those around him doubted
his ability to accomplish anything, but he knew he could succeed and used his
positive focus to do so.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

African Americans, confidence, discrimination, goalsetting, initiative,
inventors, mathematicians, patience, race relations, U.S. history, Wash-
ington D.C.

Bits and Pieces
According to a study conducted by several insti-

tutions, including Stanford Research Institute and
Harvard University, one’s attitude, degree of motivation,
and people skills constitute 85 percent of the reasons
people get ahead and stay ahead. One’s skills or expertise
constitute only 15 percent of the reasons.
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CHAPTER

15
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15—PROBLEM SOLVING15—Problem Solving

Problem solving is the process of iden-
tifying critical elements of a situation,
identifying sources of difficulty, using
creative ideas to formulate new an-
swers, and planning steps to achieve
the best possible outcome.

Cole, Brock. Buttons, Buttons

Cole, Brock. Buttons, Buttons. Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2000.
Picture Book (FC)

When an old man eats so much that his buttons pop off, his three daughters
set out to find some replacements. Daughter number one dresses in her finest
clothes in the hopes of attracting a rich suitor who will give her buttons. Daugh-
ter number two plans to dress as a male and join the army, where the uniforms
have plenty of buttons. The third daughter is the silliest of all—she plans to run
through the meadow holding her apron so that if any buttons fall from the sky,
she will be ready to catch them.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Although readers find the stories humorous, the characters themselves
do not perceive the humor because they believe their actions are completely
rational and reasonable. Problem solving takes many forms, and in these books
the three characters decide on ways to solve their problem in very silly ways.
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• Identify the problem in each episode/book and discuss how the charac-
ters decide on solutions to their problems.

• Ask: Did the solutions work?

• Ask: If the solutions worked, did they cause another problem?

• Brainstorm some additional solutions that work and do not cause addi-
tional problems.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Fathers and daughters, ingenuity, sense of humor

Collaborative Readings

Kellogg, Steven. The Three Sillies. Candlewick Press, 1999. Picture Book (FL)

Kimmel, Eric A. The Jar of Fools: Eight Stories from Chelm. Illustrated by
Mordicai Gerstein. Holiday House, 2000. Transitional (FL)

Deedy, Carmen Agra. The Yellow Star: The Legend
of King Christian X of Denmark

Deedy, Carmen Agra. The Yellow Star: The Legend of King Chris-
tian X of Denmark. Illustrated by Henri Sorensen. Peachtree,
2000. Picture Book (TA)

This legend describes the actions of King Christian X, who, during World
War II, showed his concern for all of the people of Denmark. When the Nazis in-
vaded Denmark, they demanded that all Jewish people wear a yellow star. To
keep the Nazis from identifying the Jewish citizens, all of the Danes decided to
wear yellow stars—which kept the Jewish people from being persecuted.

Discussion/Activity Notes

The book makes it clear that the King of Denmark did not wear a yellow
star, but the book speaks about the Danes’ compassion and their efforts to assim-
ilate their Jewish countrymen into their society. They worked together to keep
the Nazis from spreading terror in Denmark as they had done in Poland.

• Discuss the situation in Nazi-controlled countries. In what other ways
could they have protected the Jewish citizens?

• Ask: Would hiding the Jewish people have been successful? Why or
why not? (Reading David Adler’s Hiding from the Nazis will provide
some background for this question.)

• Ask: Why do you think the king did not wear a yellow star?
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• If the Jews had been identified, what do you think would have happened
to them?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, Denmark, Holocaust, honoring justice, Jews, teamwork, world history,
World War II

Collaborative Readings

Adler, David. Hiding from the Nazis. Illustrated by Karen Ritz. Holiday House,
1997. Based on the true story of the hiding of Lore Baer, whose per-
sonal narrative appears on the Museum of Tolerance site at < http://www
.wiesenthal.org/mot/children/blore.cfm> (Accessed May 2001).

Picture Book (TA)
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—Beverly Cleary, Strider

Jahn-Clough, Lisa. Missing Molly

Jahn-Clough, Lisa. Missing Molly. Houghton Mifflin/Walter Lorraine,
2000. Picture Book (FC)

This is a gentle story of two friends playing hide-and-seek. Molly has
difficulty hiding from Simon until she puts on a disguise and helps Simon
search. Simon doesn’t realize that Molly is in a disguise until she takes off her
sunglasses.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Molly’s idea to put on a mask to help Simon hunt ends up being a creative
solution to her inability to fool him. Sometimes ideas that we use for one pur-
pose become solutions to other problems—it takes creativity to recognize that
the solution is also an answer to a different situation.

• Have you ever made a mistake and then found that the mistake made
things completely okay for something else? For example, what might
you do if you had a nice pair of jeans and you accidentally cut a hole in
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the leg of the jeans? (Could you cut them off for jean shorts, put a deco-
rative patch over the hole, or leave it like it is and wear as “distressed”
jeans?)

• One day in February a worker in a factory that prepared pudding acci-
dentally put in green food coloring rather than the lemon yellow color-
ing that was to go into the vanilla pudding vat. What could the workers
do with the pudding? (This is a true story: The company ended up mar-
keting it as “Irish Pudding” for St. Patrick’s Day, which was coming up
in March.)

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, flexibility, humor
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—Christopher Hoenig

Collaborative Readings

Jones, Charlotte Foltz. Accidents May Happen: 50 Inventions Discovered by
Mistake. Delacorte, 1996. Transitional ( I )

———. Mistakes That Worked: 40 Familiar Inventions and How They Came to
Be. Illustrated by John O’Brien. Doubleday, 1994 repr. Full-Length ( I )

Bits and Pieces
Levi Strauss left New York in 1853 to sell dry

goods in San Francisco during the gold rush. Among
his goods were strong canvas (for making tents and cov-
ered wagon covers) and blue jeans. However, prospectors
told him that the jeans wore out quickly. In an effort to
solve that problem and of course to make even more
money, Strauss had jeans made from his strong brown
canvas. Soon word of his “Levi’s jeans” spread, they be-
came a success, and the prospectors’ problem was solved.

174 15—PROBLEM SOLVING

FC-fiction FH-fiction, historical I-informational B-biography FL-folk literature TA-true account



Mollel, Tololwa M. To Dinner, for Dinner

Mollel, Tololwa M. To Dinner, for Dinner. Illustrated by Synthia
Saint James. Holiday House, 2000. Picture Book (FL)

When a leopard wants Juhudi, the rabbit, for dinner, Juhudi must find a
way to outsmart the clever beast. Juhudi proves that she can solve the problem,
and she successfully outwits the leopard.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Juhudi manages to outwit her predator, and she carries out the plan with the
help of her friends—an effort that requires both problem-solving skills and
cooperation.

• Discuss how Juhudi’s plan would have succeeded or failed if her friends
had not assisted her.

• Were there other ways to solve Juhudi’s problem?

• Discussion of other trickster tales can use variations of the same ques-
tions. In which trickster tale is cooperation necessary? How did the
trickster manage to outwit the other character in the story?

• Were there other ways the characters could have solved the problem?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Africa, animal stories, cooperation, creativity, leopards, rabbits, teamwork

Collaborative Readings

Aardema, Verna. Who’s in Rabbit’s House? Dial, 1978. Picture Book (FL)

Arkhurst, Joyce Cooper. The Adventures of Spider: West African Folktales. Il-
lustrated by Jerry Pinkney. Little, Brown, 1992. Picture Book (FL)

Walker, Richard. The Barefoot Book of Trickster Tales. Illustrated by Claudio
Muñoz. Barefoot Books, 2000. Picture Book (FL)

Pilegard, Virginia Walton. The Warlord’s Puzzle

Pilegard, Virginia Walton. The Warlord’s Puzzle. Illustrated by
Nicolas Debon. Pelican Publishing Company, 2000.

Picture Book (FL)

An artist creates a beautiful tile for a Chinese warlord, but when the artist is
about to present it, he drops the tile, which breaks into seven pieces: a parallelo-
gram, a square, and five triangles. The warlord threatens to punish him unless
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the tile can be mended. Many sages and scholars attempt to do so, but it is a sim-
ple peasant who succeeds. The pieces have created the first tangram puzzle.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Solving tangram puzzles requires problem solving, perseverance, and per-
sistence. The peasant who solved the original problem used all three traits.
Knowing that others who had attempted to solve the problem had failed, the
peasant needed a high level of confidence in his own problem-solving abilities
to even attempt the task.

• Ask students to use tangram pieces to create their own shapes and animals.

• Use some of the collaborative readings listed below. Ask students to
mimic shapes created in the story by using their own tangram pieces.
For example, give each student a set of the seven tangram pieces and ask
each to create a bird image. Compare how the students create their own
versions of the bird. Continue the same exercise with other shapes: a
boat, a dog, a cat, and so on.

• Discuss how the creation of the new images requires problem-solving
abilities as well as persistence and perseverance.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

China, confidence, creativity, mathematics, perseverance, persistence, tangrams

Collaborative Readings

MacCarone, Grace. It Was Halloween Night: A Scary Math Story—With Tan-
grams. (Hello Reader! Math. Level 3). Illustrated by Matthew Straub.
Scholastic, 2001. Early Reader (FC)

———. Three Pigs, One Wolf, and Seven Magic Shapes. (Hello Reader! Math.
Level 3). Illustrated by David Neuhaus. Scholastic, 1998. Early Reader (FC)

March, Valerie. Story Puzzles: Tales in the Tangram Tradition. Illustrated by
Patrick Luzadder. Highsmith, 1996. Picture Book (FL)

Tompert, Ann. Grandfather Tang’s Story. Illustrated by Robert Andrew Parker.
Crown, 1990. Picture Book (FL)
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Rylant, Cynthia. Mr. Putter & Tabby Paint the Porch

Rylant, Cynthia. Mr. Putter &Tabby Paint the Porch. Illustrated by
Arthur Howard. Harcourt, 2000. Early Reader (FC)

Mr. Putter is attempting to paint his porch, but when Tabby sees a squirrel,
he gives chase. Somehow pink paint is splattered all over the porch. The follow-
ing day Mrs. Teaberry helps Mr. Putter paint the porch blue, but a chipmunk
catches Tabby’s eye and together they manage to splatter the blue paint all over.
Finally, with pink and blue splattered all over the porch, the two friends decide
that a better solution to the porch-painting problem is for Mrs. Teaberry to take
Tabby and her dog Zeke home with her while Mr. Putter paints the porch. Soon
the porch is a golden yellow, and Mr. Putter and Mrs. Teaberry are able to sit
down to read a good book.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Mr. Putter and Mrs. Teaberry often find themselves in situations that need
creative problem solving. The friendship between them provides an opportunity
for the characters in these books to be creative in their problem solving. Because
they are such good friends, they know they can count on one another even in sit-
uations that are a little unusual.

• After discussing events that happen to Mr. Putter and his cat Tabby,
brainstorm a list of other possible ways to solve the problem.

• Discuss various solutions to each of the problems that Mr. Putter and his
friends encountered.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Dogs, friendship, helping, painting

Collaborative Readings

NOTE: Any of the other Mr. Putter & Tabby books have elements of
friendship and problem solving. Mrs. Teaberry and her dog Zeke often join in
the activities.

Rylant, Cynthia. Mr. Putter & Tabby Feed the Fish. Illustrated by Arthur
Howard. Harcourt, 2001. Early Reader (FC)

———. Mr. Putter & Tabby Fly the Plane. Illustrated by Arthur Howard. Har-
court, 1997. Early Reader (FC)

———. Mr. Putter & Tabby Row the Boat. Illustrated by Arthur Howard. Har-
court, 1997. Early Reader (FC)
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———. Mr. Putter & Tabby Take the Train. Harcourt, 1998. Early Reader (FC)

———. Mr. Putter & Tabby Toot the Horn. Illustrated by Arthur Howard. Har-
court, 1998. Early Reader (FC)

Taback, Simms. Joseph Had a Little Overcoat

Taback, Simms. Joseph Had a Little Overcoat. Viking Childrens
Books, 1999. Picture Book (FL)

Joseph had an overcoat, but when it became worn and tattered he used the
fabric to make first a jacket and then a vest until finally he was left with just a
button. Joseph’s ingenuity and creativity demonstrate his problem-solving abil-
ity. The illustrations contain many references to family, cultural events, and
people. Many of the illustrations have die-cuts that help readers predict the next
action.

Discussion/Activity Notes

In Gilman’s version of this story (below), Joseph’s grandfather makes Jo-
seph a beautiful blue blanket embroidered with stars and gives it to him when he
is born. As Joseph grows, the blanket becomes worn and tattered, so his grandfa-
ther cuts and snips and uses the good pieces to make Joseph a jacket. From that
point the story follows the details of the story line in Taback’s version. In
Sandfield’s Bit by Bit, the main character is named Zandel rather than Joseph. In
his story, as in Taback’s, a warm coat is made, and when it wears out it is made
into a jacket, then a vest, a cap, and a pocket. Finally, there is only a button
left—which begins a whole new cycle and makes this a circular tale.

• Use Taback’s tale and the two collaborative reading titles to establish
the structure of the basic story and then compare and contrast the details
of each story.

• Use the story’s framework to retell the tale—what details might one
change and still maintain the essence of the story?

• In Taback’s version, Joseph was the creative problem solver. In
Gilman’s version, who was the problem solver? In Sandfield’s story,
what character trait did Zandel exhibit?

• Be sure to notice the secondary story line that plays out underneath the
floorboards in the Gilman story, where a mouse family creates some-
thing from nothing.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Creativity, folk literature (Jewish), initiative, recycling
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Collaborative Readings

Gilman, Phoebe. Something from Nothing. Scholastic, 1993. Picture Book (FL)

Sandfield, Steve. Bit by Bit. Illustrated by Susan Gaber. Philomel Books, 1995.
Picture Book (FL)

Woodruff, Elvira. The Memory Coat

Woodruff, Elvira. The Memory Coat. Illustrations by Michael
Dooling. Scholastic, 1999. Picture Book (FH)

When a Jewish family, including Rachel and her orphaned cousin Grisha,
travels from Russia to America, they fear their family might be turned away.
One concern is Grisha’s beloved but torn and tattered coat—a coat made by his
late mother—that might make the authorities think the family is not capable of
caring for themselves. But the coat turns out to be the least of the family’s wor-
ries. While waiting, Rachel and Grisha start playing. Grisha falls and scratches
his eye, causing one doctor to mark an “E” on his coat. The “E” dooms him to be
returned to Russia—unless someone can think of a way to get him past the medi-
cal inspectors. Rachel cleverly thinks of turning Grisha’s coat inside out so the
“E” does not show. Grisha visits another doctor at Ellis Island who recognizes
that the eye is only scratched and not inflamed. The family is able to immigrate
into the United States because of Rachel’s cleverness in solving the problem.

Discussion/Activity Notes

In the Woodruff book and the two books listed below, the characters deal
with coats and find a creative solution to a problem. In The Memory Coat, Rachel
saves the day. In The Rag Coat, the problem is one of resources, as it is in A New
Coat for Anna. In each of these stories a child needs a coat, but the family lacks
the resources to buy a new one. In The Rag Coat, neighbors contribute pieces of
fabric from which a coat is fashioned. In A New Coat for Anna, the mother bar-
ters goods for services that are necessary for making cloth and sewing a coat.
Encourage real-life problem solving by asking one of these questions:

• If you needed a new coat and your family could not afford one, how
could you get one?

• If you forgot your lunch money at home and you were already late for
school, what could you do?

• If you lost your house key and your mom won’t be home until one hour
after you are supposed to be in the house, what would you do?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Cleverness, coats, immigration, memories, resourcefulness, Russian culture

Woodruff, Elvira. The Memory Coat 179

FC-fiction FH-fiction, historical I-informational B-biography FL-folk literature TA-true account



Collaborative Readings

Mills, Lauren A. The Rag Coat. Little, Brown, 1991. Picture Book (FC)

Ziefert, Harriet. A New Coat for Anna. Illustrated by Anita Lobel. Alfred A.
Knopf Dragonfly Books, 1990. Picture Book (FH)

QUICK PICKS

�Bowen, Fred. Full Court Fever

Bowen, Fred. Full Court Fever. Illustrated by Ann Barrow. Peachtree, 1998.
Transitional (FC)

Michael’s seventh-grade basketball team is short—that is, the players are
short. To improve their chances of winning they need to devise a strategy that
will counterbalance their lack of height. They find inspiration in a new student
and also from an old Sports Illustrated article that tells about a UCLA men’s
basketball team in the 1960s who used a successful full-court press to compen-
sate for the team’s short stature.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Basketball, physical education, shortness, sports, teamwork

�Bowen, Fred. T. J.’s Secret Pitch

Bowen, Fred. T. J.’s Secret Pitch. Illustrated by Jim Thorpe. Peachtree, 1996.
Transitional (FC)

Bowen used the “eephus” pitch as a writing hook to give the smallest
player on the team an edge as a pitcher. The eephus pitch, sometimes called a
blooper, was created by Rip Sewell to compensate for a physical disability. In
the author’s note, Bowen details Sewell’s ability to solve his problem by think-
ing of other ways to succeed as a ballplayer.

Related Traits/ Curricular Themes

Baseball, physical disabilities, physical education, sports, teamwork

�Bunting, Eve. The Days of Summer

Bunting, Eve. The Days of Summer. Illustrated by William Low. Harcourt,
2001. Picture Book (FC)

Jo-Jo and her sister must find a way to cope with their grandparents’
planned divorce. They don’t want it to happen, but it seems it will, and now they
must learn to deal with it—and help their mother through the difficult days.
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Finding a connection to keep them all linked helps the girls know that some
things will change, but others will remain the same.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, divorce, grandparents, sisters, summer

�Fleming, Candace. When Agnes Caws

Fleming, Candace. When Agnes Caws. Illustrated by Giselle Potter. Atheneum
Books for Young Readers, 1999. Picture Book (FC)

An exceptionally talented bird caller is sent to Tibet to lure a rare bird into
captivity. However, an unsavory man intercepts the bird’s arrival, calling into
action Agnes’s very best problem-solving abilities and her bird-calling talents.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Bird calling, birds, China, patience, perseverance, science, Tibet

�Fox, Mem. Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge

Fox, Mem. Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge. Illustrated by Julie Vivas.
Kane/Miller Books, 1989. Picture Book (FC)

Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge wants to comfort his elderly friends
in the retirement home so he returns with objects to remind them of their favorite
things. Even though his interpretation of what his friends need differs somewhat
from traditional interpretations, he nonetheless successfully uses his creativity
and shows his caring nature.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, elderly, friendship, memories

�Martin, Jacqueline Briggs. The Lamp, the Ice, and the Boat
Called FISH

Martin, Jacqueline Briggs. The Lamp, the Ice, and the Boat Called FISH.
Houghton Mifflin, 2001. Picture Book (TA)

In 1913 a boat called FISH, part of the Canadian Arctic Expedition, be-
came stuck in the Arctic ice. On board were a captain and crew, scientists and
explorers, a cat, forty sled dogs, Inupiaq hunters, and an Inupiaq family with two
small girls. The story of their survival is told through the eyes of one of the
young girls.
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Arctic, Canada, caring, confidence, exploration, honesty, Inupiaq, perse-
verance, positive attitude, survival stories, teamwork

�McCloskey, Robert. “The Doughnuts” in Homer Price

McCloskey, Robert. “The Doughnuts” in Homer Price. Viking, 1943.
Full-Length   (FC)

A treasured piece of jewelry is missing, and Homer tries to figure out
where it might have gone. When he realizes that it probably dropped into the
doughnut batter and is now in one of the doughnuts, he tries to determine how to
find the jewelry without losing the profit from all the doughnuts that he has just
made.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Confidence, cooking, honesty, jewelry, positive attitude, teamwork

�Naylor, Phyllis. Shiloh Season

Naylor, Phyllis. Shiloh Season. Atheneum, 1996. Full-Length (FC)

Marty has worked hard to provide a safe haven for Shiloh, an abused dog.
Shiloh is very special to Marty, and Marty doesn’t want to lose the dog. But
when Shiloh’s old owner shows up, drunk and hunting on Marty’s property,
Marty becomes alarmed. He must figure out what to do.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Alcohol abuse, animal abuse, caring, dogs, goalsetting, initiative

�Paulsen, Gary. Hatchet

Paulsen, Gary. Hatchet. Reissue ed. Simon & Schuster, 2000. Full-Length (FC)

After a pilot suffers a heart attack on the way to Brian’s father’s camp in
northern Canada, Brian is forced to survive in the wilderness with only his
hatchet and a few other items. His ability to solve problems and to persevere and
his positive attitude help him stay alive.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Canada, perseverance, positive attitude, success orientation, survival,
wilderness
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�Ryan, Pam Muñoz. Riding Freedom

Ryan, Pam Muñoz. Riding Freedom. Illustrated by Brian Selznick. Scholastic,
1998. Picture Book (FH)

In the 1800s a female would not have been allowed to work with horses,
but after years in an orphanage, Charlotte Darkey Parkhurst disguised herself as
a boy and was able to realize her dream. Her spunky personality and ability to
focus on her goals were all part of her success.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Goalsetting, horses, initiative, integrity, self-discipline, U.S. history,
women’s issues

�Wells, Rosemary. Yoko

Wells, Rosemary. Yoko. Hyperion Books, 1998. Picture Book (FC)

On Yoko’s first day of school, her classmates scrutinize her lunch. The
other children criticize the sushi, seaweed, and red bean ice cream that fill
Yoko’s willow-covered cooler. In an effort to create a more understanding envi-
ronment, Mrs. Jenkins decides to hold an international food day. That move fails
to entice anyone to try the deluxe sushi Yoko brings until Timothy, who is al-
ways hungry, decides to sample the treats.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Asian Americans, caring, compassion, Japanese Americans, race rela-
tions, teamwork
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16
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16—SELF-DISCIPLINE16—Self-Discipline

Self-discipline is the ability to con-
trol, manage, or correct oneself for the
sake of improvement; the ability to
forfeit lesser objectives or short-term
gratification for more worthwhile
causes or long-term goals.
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—Bill Tarling

Adler, David. America’s Champion
Swimmer: Gertrude Ederle

Adler, David. America’s Champion Swimmer: Gertrude Ederle. Il-
lustrated by Terry Widener. Gulliver/Harcourt, 2000.

Picture Book (B)

Gertrude Ederle grew up in New York City and never swam until she was
seven. But once she began, she excelled. At the age of sixteen she beat the men’s
record, swimming the seventeen miles from lower Manhattan to Sandy Hook,
New Jersey. After winning three medals at the Olympic Games in Paris, she de-
cided to attempt to swim the English Channel. She made her first attempt in
1925 but was unable to finish. In 1926 she made a second attempt. This time she
succeeded and became the first woman to swim the English Channel, with a
time of fourteen hours and thirty-one minutes—beating the men’s record by al-
most two hours.
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Discussion/Activity Notes

Gertrude Ederle set a goal and persisted until she accomplished it. Her en-
durance and persistence kept her focused, and through much hard work and
practice she achieved her goal. The same can be said of Ruth Law and Wilma
Rudolph, featured in the following titles.

• Discuss traits Gertrude Ederle exhibited, and compare and contrast
them with the traits exhibited by the women in the collaborative readings.

• Ask: How did Gertrude Ederle demonstrate self-discipline? After read-
ing the books about Ruth Law and Wilma Rudolph, discuss their
self-discipline as well. What did they do to achieve their goals?

�$ �	
�	"	 ��	 �	�� �� �� �	� � ���	� ��
���	�������������������

— Gene Stratton-Porter,
A Girl of the Limberlost

• Although the ability to set goals is necessary to achieve success, this
alone cannot accomplish that end. Ask: What other qualities do you
think a person must have to succeed?

• Ask: Do you have goals you would like to reach, for example, learning
to play a musical instrument, hitting a baseball, learning to play
rummy? How will you achieve those aims? How will you develop the
self-discipline you need to have? Have students identify a specific goal
and objective and then create a routine to help achieve it. Educators will
need to review the goal and strategy for reaching it before students em-
bark on their endeavors.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Goalsetting, persistence, physical education, self-discipline, sports, swimming,
women’s issues

Collaborative Readings

Brown, Don. Ruth Law Thrills a Nation. Houghton Mifflin/Ticknor and Fields,
1993. Picture Book (TA)

Krull, Kathleen. Wilma Unlimited: How Wilma Rudolph Became the World’s
Fastest Woman. Illustrated by David Diaz. Harcourt Brace, 1996.

Picture Book  (B)
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Fritz, Jean. Why Not, Lafayette?

Fritz, Jean. Why Not, Lafayette? Illustrated by Ronald Himler. G. P.
Putnam, 1999. Full-Length (B)

The Marquis de Lafayette was a rich French citizen. He was bored with his
status in life and wanted to do something. He decided to help the American colo-
nies in their war for independence from England. His strong self-discipline led
to his development as a brilliant and well-respected leader on the battlefield. He
had a strong sense of duty and respect for liberty.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Summarize Lafayette’s involvement in the American Revolution (chapters
1–4, see comments below) and then read aloud chapter 5, which discusses the
reforms Lafayette supported once he was back in France.

(Chapters 1–4) Marie Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du Motier Marquis
de Lafayette was called Gilbert by his family, but his spiky red hair caused his
classmates to call him Bondinet. The people of America came to call him a hero.
Lafayette dreamed of the day when he would be the subject of a “glory” story
like the ones he had heard during his childhood—stories of the bravery of men
and women who had stood up for something they thought was important. As a
very young man, Lafayette already knew what he wanted to do (setting goals).
After he helped in America and the Declaration of Independence was signed, he
returned home.

• What did Lafayette do to discipline himself and to get ready for his
“glory”? How did he know what he must do? How much of his behavior
was persistence and how much self-discipline? How are the two traits
related?

(Chapter 5) Once Lafayette was back in France his self-discipline and ex-
periences in America helped him to make changes that benefited other people.
He worked to end slavery in French Guyana, and he worked for religious toler-
ance in his homeland. His personal discipline sustained him and helped him
reach his goals.

• Lafayette knew he wanted to obtain glory by defending something he
thought was right. Ask: What were the causes for which he worked?
What do you think his primary goal was—to get rid of slavery and reli-
gious intolerance or to attain personal glory? Are these causes today?
Are there heroes like Lafayette today? Explain.

(Chapter 6 and beyond) When Lafayette was sent to prison, his discipline
again helped him survive. Lafayette and Napoleon were at odds, but Lafayette
maintained his focus on obtaining liberty for his fellow citizens.
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• Ask: How did his self-discipline help Lafayette survive in prison?

When Lafayette died he was still pursuing freedom. He is said to have been
fearless and unswerving in his belief in his principles. His self-discipline en-
abled him to persevere.

• Ask: How might Lafayette’s life have been different if he had not set
goals for himself? How might his life have been different if he had not
been disciplined?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Confidence, France, goalsetting, persistence, positive attitude, U.S. history
(Revolutionary War)

Collaborative Readings

Brandt, Keith. Lafayette: Hero of Two Nations. (Easy Biographies series). Illus-
trated by Scott Snow. Troll Associates, 1990. Transitional (B)

Grote, Joann. Lafayette. (Revolutionary War Leaders). Chelsea House, 2000.
Transitional  (B)
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— George MacDonald, The Lost Princess

Kurtz, Jane. I’m Sorry, Almira Ann

Kurtz, Jane. I’m Sorry, Almira Ann. Illustrated by Susan Havice.
Henry Holt, 1999. Transitional (FH)

Sarah and Almira Ann are best friends and are delighted that their families
have decided to travel the Oregon Trail to make a new home in the West. Many
incidents along the trail give readers a sense of the challenges and adventures
that faced travelers on that pioneer route in the 1800s.
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Discussion/Activity Notes

When Sarah’s “hasty spirit” causes her to contribute to Almira Ann’s fall
from a wagon, Sarah realizes that she must develop some control over her en-
ergy and eagerness. Only through self-discipline can she accomplish that.

• Ask: How can Sarah show her family that she can develop the discipline
to be a better member of the family?

• Ask: How does Sarah’s “hasty spirit” affect her friendship with Almira
Ann?

• Ask: Is there anything Sarah or Almira Ann do to make their friendship
stronger?

• Have older students research young people involved in the westward
expansion (e.g., Julia Archibald Holmes, children of the Donner party)
and share their findings with the class.

The collaborative readings focus on the movement westward, and each has
elements related to the challenges of new experiences. Topics of friendship and
confidence, as well as self-discipline, can be incorporated into the discussion of
any of these books.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Confidence, forgiveness, friendship, Oregon Trail, U.S. history, westward
movement

Collaborative Readings

Brenner, Barbara. Wagon Wheels. (An I Can Read Book). Illustrated by Don
Bolognese. HarperCollins Juvenile, 1993. Transitional (FH)

Hooks, William H. Pioneer Cat. (Stepping Stone Books). Illustrated by Charles
Robinson. Random House, 1988. Transitional (FH)

Sandin, Joan. The Long Way Westward. (An I Can Read Book). HarperCollins,
1992 repr. Transitional (FH)

Stanley, Diane. Roughing It on the Oregon Trail. (The Time-Traveling Twins
series). Illustrated by Holly Berry. HarperCollins Juvenile, 2000.

Transitional  (FH)
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Seuss, Dr. Horton Hatches an Egg

Seuss, Dr. Horton Hatches an Egg. Random House, 1966.
Picture Book (FC)

Horton offers to sit on Maysie’s eggs to give her a break. He does not real-
ize that she intends to take a permanent vacation to Palm Springs. Horton, how-
ever, is very self-disciplined and intends to keep his promise, so sit on the eggs
he does. He sits through the winter storms and the jeering of his friends. One of
the eggs finally hatches, and the chick is called an “elephant-bird.”

Discussion/Activity Notes

After discussing the self-discipline Horton displayed in Horton Hatches an
Egg, discuss whether he displayed the same trait in Horton Hears a Who. If not,
what character traits did he display? After discussing Horton’s general charac-
ter, create situations from the classroom and discuss how Horton might have
reacted.

• Horton was an elephant of his word. However, his word would have
been difficult to keep without self-discipline. Ask: How did
self-discipline help Horton stick to his word?

• Ask: If Horton had been less self-disciplined, what might have happened?

• Ask discussion participants to think of situations in their lives when
someone’s self-discipline and loyalty has helped them in some way.
Have they ever benefited from someone else’s assistance?

• Have children plant seeds and keep a daily log documenting the seeds’
growth; or, as part of a health/science unit, use an incubator to hatch
eggs. In addition to documenting the progress, ask the children to re-
cord predictions about how long the seed growth or egg hatching will
take.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, eggs, integrity, loyalty, patience, perseverance

Collaborative Readings

Seuss, Dr. Horton Hears a Who. Random House, 1954. Picture Book (FC)
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—Theodor Seuss Geisel (Dr. Seuss)

QUICK PICKS

�Bartone, Elisa. Peppe the Lamplighter

Bartone, Elisa. Peppe the Lamplighter. Illustrated by Ted Lewin. Lothrop, Lee
& Shepard, 1993. Picture Book  (FH)

In the early 1900s a young boy tries to help his family—an ill father and
seven sisters—survive in New York’s Little Italy. Unable to find any other
work, the boy agrees to take the place of a lamplighter who is returning to Italy
for a time. Father is displeased that his son is a lamplighter. One night when
Peppe leaves the lights unlit, his father realizes what an important job it is.
Peppe’s self-discipline makes him a reliable person, and he keeps the lamps lit.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Integrity, Italian Americans, jobs, New York, positive attitude, success
orientation, work

�Cummings, Pat, Linda Cummings, and Christina G. Allen, edi-
tors. Talking with Adventurers: Conversations with Christina
Allen, Robert Ballard, Michael Blakey, Ann Bowles, David
Doubilet, Jane Goodall, Dereck and Beverly Joubert, Michael
Novacek, Johan Reinhard, Rick C. West, Juris Zarias

Cummings, Pat, Linda Cummings, and Christina G. Allen, editors. Talking with
Adventurers: Conversations with Christina Allen, Robert Ballard, Michael
Blakey, Ann Bowles, David Doubilet, Jane Goodall, Dereck and Beverly
Joubert, Michael Novacek, Johan Reinhard, Rick C. West, Juris Zarias.
National Geographic, 1998. Full-Length (B)

This book contains profiles of adventurers who set goals and accomplished
them by establishing a procedure to meet them. The implementation of goals
demands self-discipline. These adventurers must discipline themselves to do
what they do. If they don’t do the task, then it will not get done.
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Adventure, initiative, integrity, persistence, science

�Erdrich, Louise. The Birchbark House

Erdrich, Louise. The Birchbark House. Hyperion Books, 1999. Full-Length (FH)

When smallpox swept through Spirit Island, seven-year-old Omakayas, an
Ojibwa girl, survives the epidemic that claims every other member of her fam-
ily. A fearless woman, Tallow, takes the child to Lake Superior’s Madeline Is-
land, where this story takes place. The story follows Omakayas through four
seasons. Omakayas survives because of her self-discipline.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Madeline Island, Native Americans, Ojibwa, patience, perseverance,
smallpox, Spirit Island

�Fritz, Jean. The Cabin Faced West

Fritz, Jean. The Cabin Faced West. Illustrated by Feodor Rojankovsky. Coward
McCann, 1998. Transitional (FH)

This is a calm, serene tale of life on the frontier, which at the time was west-
ern Maryland. Ann does not want to move west, but she does anyway. The times
are profiled with details of daily life, such as having to keep the fires burning be-
cause there are no matches or lighters, and fires are difficult to start when the
embers go out. Few of the events are of great significance, but the depiction of
this mundane existence is significant and shows the loneliness, despair, and
hardships that pioneers endured.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Initiative, integrity, patience, westward movement

�Hamilton, Virginia, reteller. When Birds Could Talk
and Bats Could Sing

Hamilton, Virginia, reteller. When Birds Could Talk and Bats Could Sing. Illus-
trated by Barry Moser. Blue Sky Press, 1996. Full-Length (FL)

These eight animated folktale retellings from the American South feature
feuding birds, foolish bats, and hummingbirds with attitude. Each of the tales
has a theme of self-discipline as well as other traits.
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, confidence, curiosity, fables, humility, initiative

�Henkes, Kevin. Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse

Henkes, Kevin. Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse. Greenwillow, 1996.
Picture Book (FC)

Lilly is so enthralled with her purple plastic purse that she is unable to deal
with her behavior in the classroom. When her beloved teacher finds it necessary
to discipline her, Lilly blames the teacher for the problem. In the end Lilly real-
izes that the problem is her own lack of self-discipline and apologizes.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, humility, justice, school, humor

�Holt, Kimberly Willis. Mister and Me

Holt, Kimberly Willis. Mister and Me. Illustrated by Leonard Jenkins. G. P.
Putnam, 1998. Transitional (FC)

When Jolene Jasmine Johnson was just a baby her father died, and now her
mother is contemplating marriage with a logger—a man that Jolene refuses to
call anything but “Mister.” By the time she realizes that her behavior is hurting
the one person she loves, she also begins to realize that having “Mister” around
may not be so bad after all.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, parents, problem solving, stepparents

�Medearis, Angela Shelf. Picking Peas for a Penny

Medearis, Angela Shelf. Picking Peas for a Penny. Illustrated by Charles Shaw.
State House Press, 1990. Transitional (FC)

This is a counting rhyme in which a young African-American girl de-
scribes the demands and rewards of growing up on a farm in the South during the
depression. Living on a farm demands a lot of self-discipline.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Farm life, Great Depression, poetry, U.S. history
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�Pilkey, Dav. The Paperboy

Pilkey, Dav. The Paperboy. Orchard, 1996. Picture Book (FC)

Every morning a boy and his dog get up at dawn and take the day’s newspa-
pers in their red bag and deliver them one by one to their customers’ doorsteps.
This is a simple story of hard work and self-discipline.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Jobs, newspaper, perseverance, positive attitude, work

�Pinkney, Andrea. Duke Ellington: The Piano Prince and His
Orchestra

Pinkney, Andrea. Duke Ellington: The Piano Prince and His Orchestra. Illus-
trated by Bryan Pinkney. Hyperion Books, 1998. Picture Book (B)

Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington, “King of the Keys,” was born on April
29, 1899, in Washington, D.C. After his first introduction to ragtime music, he
taught himself to play the piano. By 1918 he was playing compositions at par-
ties, pool halls, country clubs, and cabarets. In the early 1920s he played in the
Cotton Club, where his band—Duke Ellington and His Orchestra—became
officially established. By 1943 he had written approximately 1,000 songs, in-
cluding ballet and film scores, orchestra suites, musicals, and choral works—
and had performed in Carnegie Hall.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

African Americans, initiative, integrity, jazz, music, perseverance, posi-
tive attitude, success orientation

�Wells, Rosemary. Max and Ruby’s Midas:
Another Greek Myth

Wells, Rosemary. Max and Ruby’s Midas: Another Greek Myth. Dial, 1995.
Picture Book (FC)

Max has an uncontrollable sweet tooth. When he snitches cupcakes, Ruby
reads him a story. The story parodies the classic King Midas tale and shows him
that “laser eyes that turn objects into sweet treats” are not the most desirable
trait. Max realizes that self-discipline is a better option.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Folk literature (parody), problem solving, sweets
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�Yep, Laurence. Later Gator

Yep, Laurence. Later Gator. Illustrated by Eric Valasquez. Hyperion Books,
1995. Full-Length (FC)

The sibling rivalry between Tommy and his younger brother Bobby is trou-
blesome. As a birthday prank, Tommy gives his brother a baby alligator. Sur-
prisingly, Bobby loves the gift. But household havoc ensues and eventually the
alligator escapes and dies. The episode brings the two brothers closer together,
and although there are sad parts (including the alligator’s death), the book has
plenty of funny exchanges.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Alligators, caring, flexibility, friendship, humor

Quick Picks 195

FC-fiction FH-fiction, historical I-informational B-biography FL-folk literature TA-true account



This Page Intentionally Left Blank



CHAPTER

17
"���#�$

17—TEAMWORK17—Teamwork

Teamwork is working with others to
reach a common goal; acting together
to achieve a shared vision.

Anaya, Rudolfo. Roadrunner’s Dance

Anaya, Rudolfo. Roadrunner’s Dance. Illustrated by David Diaz.
Hyperion Books for Children, 2000. Picture Book (FL)

Rattlesnake takes over the road, refusing to let anyone else use it. Then
Desert Woman asks the other animals to help her create a strange new crea-
ture—one that will be able to overcome Rattlesnake and take back the road for
all the people and animals to use.
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Ask learners in your group to brainstorm a
list of places where they might have ob-
served teamwork in action. Teamwork
might have occurred at school, at a sports
game, at a dentist’s or doctor’s office, at a
bakery, and so forth. Discuss the activities
in each of the places listed that contributed
to the teamwork. Was the teamwork posi-
tive? Or should the participants have en-
gaged in other actions to make the
situation successful?



Discussion/Activity Notes

In the following tale, Swimmy, the fish band together and create the form of
a large fish to scare away a tuna; in Roadrunner’s Dance the animals band to-
gether to convince Rattlesnake to relinquish his control of the road.

• Have students describe how the animals worked together to accomplish
their goal.

• How does having a common goal influence teamwork?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, birds, patience, problem solving, snakes

Collaborative Readings

Lionni, Leo. Swimmy. Alfred A. Knopf, 1991. Picture Book (FC)

Bishop, Nic. Digging for Bird-Dinosaurs:
An Expedition to Madagascar

Bishop, Nic. Digging for Bird-Dinosaurs: An Expedition to Mada-
gascar. (Scientists in the Field). Houghton Mifflin, 2000.

Picture Book ( I )

Cathy Forster is a scientist who works both in a laboratory and in the field.
This book takes readers to Madagascar, where she and the rest of the expedition
explore the plains for links between dinosaurs and modern birds. Forster collab-
orates with the other members of the expedition and with researchers back in the
United States. Collaboration in the sharing of information help expands their
scientific knowledge. The book is generously illustrated with photographs.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Scientists must work collaboratively because the advancement of their
work depends on their mutual success.

• Ask: How does Cathy Forster demonstrate her willingness and ability to
collaborate?

• Ask: What attributes do Forster and her coworkers display that empha-
size their willingness to work together?

• Ask: How do the scientists demonstrate their positive attitude and
initiative?
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Archaeology, dinosaurs, earth science, initiative, positive attitude, scientists

Collaborative Readings

Montgomery, Sy. The Snake Scientist. Illustrated by Nic Bishop. Houghton
Mifflin, 1999. Picture Book ( I )

Swinburne, Stephen R. Once a Wolf: How Wildlife Biologists Brought Back the
Gray Wolf. (Scientists in the Field). Illustrated by Jim Brandenburg.
Houghton Mifflin, 1999. Transitional ( I )

Blackstone, Stella. Making Minestrone

Blackstone, Stella. Making Minestrone. Illustrated by Nan Brooks.
Barefoot Books, 2000. Picture Book (FL)

A group of children go to their gardens to pick the ingredients for a tasty
soup that they eventually sit down to enjoy. This book contains all the elements
of the traditional “Stone Soup” story without the trickery. It is a gentle story of
teamwork illustrated in watercolors, inks, and colored pencils.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Together the children (or in the following books, the individuals and
townspeople) create a soup that all can enjoy, showing that teamwork often re-
sults in more than one person can achieve. In some instances the teamwork is
unintentional (“Stone Soup”) because the individuals were working together
only to keep the soldiers from having something to eat. However, in the end they
understand that the soldiers had showed them a kindness—they think that the
kindness was in teaching them to make a special soup, but in reality the gift was
that of teamwork. By working together they make a savory soup to share. Dis-
cuss the following questions.

• Ask students to collaborate and brainstorm a list of activities they might
engage in—activities that would be easier (or better) if they worked
with others.

• What activities in the classroom are better if students work together?

• Are there times when one needs to work alone? What criteria determine
whether a task might benefit from teamwork?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, eating, folk literature, food, friendship
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Collaborative Readings

Brown, Marcia. Stone Soup. Atheneum, 1989 repr. Picture Book (FL)

McGovern, Ann. Stone Soup. Illustrated by Winslow Pinney Pels. Scholastic,
1987 repr. Picture Book (FL)

Chall, Marsha Wilson. Sugarbush Spring

Chall, Marsha Wilson. Sugarbush Spring. Illustrated by Jim Daly.
Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

A young girl and her grandfather work with other family members to
gather sap from maple trees and cook it down until it yields golden amber maple
syrup.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Gathering maple sap and cooking it down requires a lot of teamwork.
Grandpa and his granddaughter gather the sap, and the girl dreams of having
maple candy “tomorrow.” It takes a while to gather the sap—they must have
gallons and gallons. While they are waiting, the young girl helps Donna Mae
and Grandma wash last year’s syrup bottles. Molly and Ryan haul firewood to
the sugaring house—other family members have other jobs. Each member of the
family plays a part in cooking down the sap. Once the sap is in the cooking vat,
the children must wait. They read, play games, and entertain themselves until at
last the sap turns into hot golden syrup. Cooking down the sap requires patience
and teamwork, as each family member has their own chore for helping make the
syrup.

• List each family member and describe that person’s role in making the
syrup.

• Were any of the jobs unnecessary? If any one of the people involved had
not done his or her job, what would have happened? Would it have
meant there would be no syrup, or would someone else have had to do
the chore?

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Maple sugar, patience, syrup making

Collaborative Readings

Burns, Diane. Sugaring Season: Making Maple Sugar. Illustrated by Cheryl
Walsh Bellville. Carolrhoda, 1990. Picture Book (FC)
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Lasky, Kathryn. Sugaring Time. Illustrated by Christopher G. Knight.
Macmillan, 1983. Picture Book (FC)

Demas, Corinne. Hurricane!

Demas, Corinne. Hurricane! Illustrated by Lenice U. Strohmeier.
Marshall Cavendish, 2000. Picture Book (TA)

Based on the turmoil caused by Hurricane Bob on Cape Cod in 1991, this
tale chronicles the preparations one family made before the storm’s arrival. For
five days a family is sequestered in their home, waiting for the electricity to re-
turn and the threat of the storm to pass and longing to be able to return to their
normal routines.

Discussion/Activity Notes

Getting ready to ride out the storm involves all the members of the family—
father ties down the boat, while others bring in the wash, fill containers and the
bathtub with water, and distract the dog. Together the family works to minimize
the hurricane damage. Similar teamwork is necessary on sports teams (Arthur
Makes the Team) and in other situations where danger is imminent.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Confidence, disasters, hurricanes, science, storms, success orientation, weather

Collaborative Readings

Brown, Marc Tolon. Arthur Makes the Team. (Arthur Adventures series, no. 3).
Illustrated by Stephen Krensky. Little, Brown, 1998. Picture Book (FC)

Hirsch, Beverly. Annie’s Storm. Illustrated by Xonia Regalado. Cardinal Enter-
prises of Florida, 1996. Picture Book (FC)

May, Kathy L. Molasses Man

May, Kathy L. Molasses Man. Illustrated by Felicia Marshall. Holi-
day House, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

Molasses Man is a contemporary story focusing on the old-fashioned pro-
cess of making molasses. The Molasses Man, Grandpa, makes the best molas-
ses—with the help of the whole family. Grandpa oversees the big cooker in the
yard and the rest of the family help to strain, wait for the molasses to cool, and
then put it in jars. The following collaborative reading books feature Caucasian
families who gather sap from maple trees and cook it down to make maple
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syrup. Molasses Man depicts an African-American family as they work together
to harvest sorghum cane to make molasses.

Discussion/Activity Notes

The making of molasses, although similar to gathering maple sap for syrup,
involves a different process. However, both tasks—making molasses from sor-
ghum cane and gathering sap from maple trees for syrup—involves the entire
family. While Grandpa oversees the cooking down of the sorghum cane syrup,
the adults share stories with one another and the children play nearby. Everyone
must be patient while the molasses cooks down and then cools so it can be
strained and placed in jars. Once the molasses is ready, it is time to taste it, and
everyone pitches in to help strain and put the sweet molasses into jars.

• Have students discuss the similarity of the task to maple sap gathering
and the making of maple syrup.

• Discuss how the cooperation of the entire family contributes to the suc-
cess of the project.

• What role does each family member play in the preparation of the mo-
lasses? How does each person contribute to the project?

• Ask students whether their families work as a team on any projects at
home (e.g., cooking, cleaning, yard work).

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Maple sugar, molasses making, patience, sorghum cane

Collaborative Readings

Burns, Diane. Sugaring Season: Making Maple Sugar. Illustrated by Cheryl
Walsh Bellville. Carolrhoda, 1990. Picture Book (FC)

Chall, Marsha Wilson. Sugarbush Spring. Illustrated by Jim Daly. Lothrop, Lee
& Shepard, 2000. Picture Book (FC)

Lasky, Kathryn. Sugaring Time. Illustrated by Christopher G. Knight.
Macmillan, 1983. Picture Book (FC)

Medearis, Angela Shelf. Seven Spools of Thread:
A Kwanzaa Story

Medearis, Angela Shelf. Seven Spools of Thread: A Kwanzaa
Story. Albert Whitman, 2000. Picture Book (FL)
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Seven Ashanti brothers are asked to turn thread into gold. In order to do so,
they discover that they must put aside their differences and learn to get along,
using the principles of Kwanzaa. The book shares these principles as well as in-
formation about West African cloth weaving.

Discussion/Activity Notes

In each of these books the characters have a goal, and through their joint ef-
forts they manage to reach that goal.

• Discuss how the characters work together and accomplish their task.

• Have students work in groups to create something (e.g., a mural, a
sculpture, a skit, a story) and then discuss how each student contributed.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Africa, Africans, Ashanti, cooperation, folk literature (African), goalsetting,
Kwanzaa, social studies, West African customs

Collaborative Readings

Mahy, Margaret. Seven Chinese Brothers. Illustrated by Jean Tseng and
Mou-Sien Tseng. Scholastic, 1992 repr. Picture Book (FL)

McDermott, Gerald. Anansi the Spider: A Tale from Ashanti. Henry Holt, 1987.
Picture Book (FL)

Poole, Amy Lowry. The Ant and the Grasshopper

Poole, Amy Lowry. The Ant and the Grasshopper. Holiday House,
2000. Picture Book (FL)

This is a classic tale expanded into book length, retold with a different
twist. The ants are planning for the future and are so busy working that they fail
to appreciate the warm sunny days and the beauty of their surroundings. The
grasshopper loves the summer, and he sings and dances in the sun with little
thought toward the future. The tale is set in the Chinese Empire.

Discussion/Activity Notes

In The Ant and the Grasshopper the grasshopper doesn’t cooperate and do
his part to get ready for winter.

• Ask: Do you agree with the preceding statement? Why or why not?

• If you read Frederick (below), ask the same questions. Does Frederick
do his part to get ready for winter? Why or why not?
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Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, cooperation, folk literature, self-discipline

Collaborative Readings

Lionni, Leo. Frederick. Alfred A. Knopf, 1990 repr. Picture Book (FL)

———. “Frederick” in Frederick’s Fables. Alfred A. Knopf, 1997.
Picture Book (FL)

Quick Picks

�Bowen, Fred. The Kid Coach

Bowen, Fred. The Kid Coach. Illustrated by Ann Barrow. Peachtree, 1996.
Transitional (FC)

Scott and his teammates are faced with a problem when they lose their
coach. Realizing that the team must have some structure, they decide to look for
leadership within their ranks. They choose Scott to be a player-coach. But it
takes the teamwork of all the players and the efforts of one player the rest of the
team calls “Brain” to produce a winning season. Bowen’s author note talks
about one of the most famous player-coaches ever—Lou Boudreau of the
Cleveland Indians.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Baseball, caring, coaches, physical education, problem solving, sports

�Brett, Jan. Berlioz the Bear

Brett, Jan. Berlioz the Bear. Putnam, 1991. Picture Book (FL)

When a donkey and a wagonload of bears get stuck in the mud on the way
to a town concert, the donkey refuses to move. Various animals offer to help, but
nothing makes the donkey budge until a bee startles him. The wagon is jerked
from the mud, and the six-piece orchestra of bears arrives at the town square in
time for the concert.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, Bavaria, bears, confidence, orchestra, perseverance, prob-
lem solving
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�Brown, Marcia. Stone Soup

Brown, Marcia. Stone Soup. Scribners/Atheneum, 1989. Picture Book (FL)

When three soldiers enter town, they only seek food to eat. However, the
townspeople stick together and deny having any food. The real teamwork comes
when the soldiers trick the townspeople into sharing their vegetables, a little
beef, seasoning, and so forth to create a soup that they, the soldiers, are making
from a “soup stone” and water.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Confidence, folk literature, food, goalsetting, problem solving, soup,
trickery

�Ernst, Lisa Campbell. Zinna and Dot

Ernst, Lisa Campbell. Zinna and Dot. Viking, 1992. Picture Book (FC)

Two old hens are so busy squabbling that they don’t notice a weasel who
sneaks in and steals all the eggs but one. Once they realize the eggs are gone,
they focus on the one egg that is left. After they help one another to make sure
the egg hatches, the weasel returns, and both hens fight him off. The bickering
is forgotten as the hens realize that teamwork is much more effective than
quarreling.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, chickens, friendship, perseverance, problem solving

�Friedrich, Elizabeth. Leah’s Pony

Friedrich, Elizabeth. Leah’s Pony. Illustrated by Michael Garland. Boyds Mills
Press, 1996. Picture Book (FC)

The story is set in the 1930s, when Leah’s parents are losing their farm and
all the equipment and livestock to the bank. Leah sells her beloved pony and
bids the $1 on the tractor that her family desperately needs. Neighbors join in the
“penny auction” by bidding low prices for the equipment and then give every-
thing back to the family. With teamwork, the neighbors manage to “buy” back
all of the family’s assets.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, Great Depression, farms, problem solving, U.S. history
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�Golenbock, Peter. Teammates

Golenbock, Peter. Teammates. Illustrated by Paul Bacon. Voyager/Harcourt,
1992. Transitional ( I )

When others were waiting to see what would happen after Branch Rickey
recruited Jackie Robinson as baseball’s first African-American player in the
major leagues, Peewee Reese took a stand. Reese declared Robinson his “team-
mate.” That courageous stand brought Robinson acceptance and helped to suc-
cessfully integrate the major leagues.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

African Americans, baseball, courage, discrimination, humility, integrity,
race relations, sports

�Howe, James, and Deborah Howe. Bunnicula

Howe, James, and Deborah Howe. Bunnicula. Aladdin Paperbacks, 1996.
Full-Length (FC)

Chester thinks that the new baby bunny, Bunnicula, is really a vampire
bunny. When Chester tries to warn the Monroes (their “family”), he is unable to
make them understand. Eventually the suspicions take a different turn, and
Bunnicula, Harold (another family pet), and Chester join together to solve the
mysterious happenings.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, curiosity, friendship, persistence

�Lionni, Leo. Swimmy

Lionni, Leo. Swimmy. Alfred A. Knopf, 1991. Picture Book (FC)

When a large tuna threatens the little fish, Swimmy teaches them to swim
in the form of a large fish, with him (the only black fish) as the eye. Together
they scare the big tuna away.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Animal stories, confidence, cooperation, fish, problem solving, swimming

206 17—TEAMWORK

FC-fiction FH-fiction, historical I-informational B-biography FL-folk literature TA-true account



�Lord, John Vernon. The Giant Jam Sandwich

Lord, John Vernon. The Giant Jam Sandwich. Houghton Mifflin, 1975.
Picture Book (FC)

Thousands of mosquitoes invade the town of Itching Down, and the towns-
people look for a way to rid their town of these insects. Through teamwork the
townspeople figure out a way to create a giant jam sandwich in which to trap the
mosquitoes. When the flying creatures begin to feast on the jam, the townspeo-
ple place the top of the sandwich on top of the troublesome insects.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Cooperation, initiative, insects, mosquitoes, problem solving

�Rathmann, Peggy. Officer Buckle and Gloria

Rathmann, Peggy. Officer Buckle and Gloria. Putnam, 1995. Picture Book (FC)

When Officer Buckle visits schools to discuss safety tips, his dog Gloria
entertains the children with tricks. Unaware of Gloria’s tricks, Officer Buckle
thinks the children are enjoying his discourse on safety. Then Officer Buckle
sees a television news report of one of his visits and realizes that Gloria is the
real center of attention. For a time he declines invitations to speak about safety.
Gloria goes to the schools on her own but realizes that she is not energized with-
out her partner. Eventually the two realize they need each other in order to be a
success.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, dogs, friendship, integrity, police officers, safety

�Silverman, Erica. The Big Pumpkin

Silverman, Erica. The Big Pumpkin. Illustrated by S. D. Schindler. Simon &
Schuster, 1992. Picture Book (FC)

A witch tries her best to pull a pumpkin from its vine but to no avail. Other
Halloween figures happen by to help, and then a bat suggests they all pull to-
gether. In this way they pull the pumpkin off and eventually share the witch’s
pie. The witch plants one of the pumpkin seeds so they will have a pumpkin for
next year.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Caring, cooperation, Halloween, holidays, pumpkin
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�Stevens, Janet, and Susan Stevens Crummel. And the Dish Ran
Away with the Spoon

Stevens, Janet, and Susan Stevens Crummel. And the Dish Ran Away with the
Spoon. Illustrated by Janet Stevens. Harcourt, 2001. Picture Book (FL)

One night after the classic nursery rhyme is read, the dish and the spoon run
away and do not return. The tale of their rescue involves all the characters from
the classic nursery rhyme and other storybook characters as well. There are lots
of puns and literary allusions, but in a display of teamwork, all the characters
work together to save the dish and the spoon.

Related Traits/Curricular Themes

Friendship, goalsetting, initiative, nursery rhymes, perseverance
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The previous chapters have suggested books that include characters
or real-life people who demonstrate the workings of positive character
traits. This list of titles is simply a starter list because you can use virtually
every book in your school or public library to focus on a specific trait.
Biographies are especially useful because their subjects are generally
among those whom we would want our young people to emulate.

In biographies or historical fiction books, both historical and con-
temporary figures who have contributed positively to our culture can
bring an energetic focus to character education discussions.

Biographies are especially important in giving credibility to the im-
portance of building positive character traits. Louis Braille, for example
(Russell Freedman’s Out of Darkness: The Story of Louis Braille [Clar-
ion, 1997]), exemplifies the impact a young person can make. Freed-
man’s book shows Braille as a young man who despite many adversities
focused on a goal and used his problem-solving skills with perseverance
and patience to develop a system that allows blind people to communi-
cate through the written word. The same is true for athletes who have
overcome adversity—Babe Didrikson Zaharias, for example. Other au-
thors have written about Rosa Parks and even relatively obscure people
who have contributed positively to our world.

The lives of numerous people are described in the biographies on the
shelves of any library. Patricia and Fredrick McKissack have written
many books about African Americans who have achieved success be-
cause of their initiative, curiosity, and perseverance. One book that por-
trays several such people is African-American Scientists (Millbrook,
1994). Jean Fritz recounts Elizabeth Stanton’s persistent work for
women’s suffrage in You Want Women to Vote, Lizzie Stanton? (Putnam,
1995).
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So if you are seeking additional books for character discussions,
head first to the biography shelves. Other shelves will also yield many
useful books. Search your local school or public library. Look at new
and classic titles. Read the books and think about the character traits
they describe. Use the books you find to stimulate further discussions of
character traits. Remember: The most valuable resources in your class-
room are your students. After using several of the books the previous re-
source chapter lists, suggest that, whenever your students read, they,
too, begin to look for characters that exemplify particular traits. Put the
list of these traits in a prominent place in your classroom or library. Ask
young readers to locate a book with character trait implications and then
to share the passage or book with you. If appropriate, share the selection
with the rest of the class during a community circle or another oppor-
tune time. Your example, by word and deed, will have a powerful im-
pact on young learners.
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